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Local band’s debut 
concert (see page 2). 
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‘Driver purposely reversed 
into a pedestrian* - court is told 


PYLE MAN ‘USED 
CAR AS A WEAPON’ 


A MOTORIST 
used his car as a 
weapon when he 
purposely 
reversed his vehi¬ 
cle into a pedestri¬ 
an. 


Crown Court report 
by AJ SICLUNA 


He was directed to pay 
Mr Bentley £750 com¬ 
pensation, was disquali¬ 
fied from driving for a 


an extended driving test. 

Said the Judge: 
“Reflect on the fact that 


Brynteg Avenue, Pyle. 
Fletcher was driving 


Wedding bands stolen 


time, suffered bruising harm with intent and the 

and a whiplash injury. prosecution offered no year, and ordered to take 
He also suffered a psy- evidence on this, 
chological reaction and He was jailed for nine 
has since had panic months, suspended for 

attacks and sleep distur- two years, and ordered to you are fortunate not to 
Richard Fletcher (23) bance, the court heard. be subject to a supervi- be going to prison.” 
had objected to the way Fletcher of Fford Ddu, sion order for 12 months. Prosecutor James 
his victim, Christopher Pyl e , admitted charges of Judge William Gaskell Evans said that on June 
Bentley, had looked at dangerous driving and also imposed a 9pm-7am \ jy[ r Bentley was walk- 
him, Cardiff Crown causing actual bodily curfew for four months, w j t j 1 p,j s f am j[ y 
Court heard. harm. and ordered that the 

Mr Bentley, who was He denied attempting defendant be electroni- 

with his family at the to cause grievous bodily cally tagged. . .... , , . 

J j j do in vicinity and object¬ 

ed to the way he per¬ 
ceived Mr Bentley was 
looking at him, and 
believed he was “eye¬ 
balling” him. 

Fletcher stopped his 
vehicle, got out and 
remonstrated with Mr 
Bentley. 

He then got back in, 
and knowing Mr Bentley 
was behind him, reversed 
and struck him. 

Later, said Mr Evans, 
Fletcher went to 
Bridgend Police Station 
and attempted to “lay a 
false trail”, saying there 
had been an accident and 
he had accidentally 
reversed into Mr Bentley. 

At the time, said Mr 
Evans, Fletcher seemed 
very excitable. He also 
falsely claimed he had 
been assaulted. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3) 


POLICE in Bridgend are investi¬ 
gating after wedding bands were 
among items stolen when two 
houses in Glynbridge Gardens 
were broken into between 1.30pm- 
4.30pm on Tuesday, January 3. 

Entry was gained through rear win¬ 
dows and wedding bands, other gold 
and silver jewellery, and a laptop were 
stolen. 

Det Sgt Gareth Morgan said: “The 
victims are very distressed by what 
has happened. The jewellery holds 
great sentimental value for them, par¬ 
ticularly their wedding bands. 

“We are working hard to get this 
property back and if anyone is offered 
items for sale in suspicious circum¬ 
stances, be it at the pub or owners of 
second-hand shops, we urge them to 
call the police. ” 

The police are keen to trace a man 
in his early 20s, around 5’ 7” tall. 

They are also investigating a break- 
in at a property on St Leonards Road at 
about 8.30pm on Bank Holiday 


Monday. The alarm was raised when a 
neighbour spotted an unknown man at 
the rear of the property. He was wear¬ 
ing jogging bottoms, light grey in 
colour with a dark stripe. 

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact Bridgend CID on 101 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 
555111. 


MAYOR INJURED 
INROAD CRASH 

THE Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun 
Barbara Stubbs, is in hospital, after 
being involved in a car crash on 
December 29. 

The crash happened near 
Sheffield, where Coun Stubbs and 
husband Bill were visiting relatives. 

Coun Rosemary Deere said that 
she had received an e-mail saying 
that the mayor had a broken arm and 
had needed an operation on her 
spleen. Mr Stubbs, who was also in 
the car, has been discharged from 
hospital. 


Restaurant swimmers’ 
generous helping... 

for the 
Sandville! 




Attempted arson at 
Bettws Post Office 


POLICE in 

Bridgend are inves¬ 
tigating an attempt¬ 
ed arson attack at 
Bettws Post Office 
on Woodland Close 
and the neighbour¬ 
ing chip shop 
between 4am and 
5.30am on January 
3. 

A spokesman said 
that the culprit, who 
was wearing a light 
coloured hooded top, 
made several attempts 
to set fire to the Post 
Office and adjoining 
chip shop by using 
accelerants. 

Detective Sergeant 


Gareth Morgan com¬ 
mented: “This is a des¬ 
picable crime where 
the person responsible 
has targeted premises 
that play a significant 
role in this small com¬ 
munity. 

“If the attempt had 
been successful, lives 
would have been put at 
risk and the damage 
and disruption would 
have been enormous. 

“I am appealing to 
members of the com¬ 
munity to contact 
Detective Sergeant 
Morgan at Bridgend 
Police station on 101, 
or anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.” 


ABOVE: 

Staff at a Porthcawl restaurant braved the 
cold sea on Christmas day to raise cash 
for the Sandvlle Self-Help Centre. 

The team from Isabella’s are pictured 
before entering the water. 

(For more details, see page 9). 
PHOTOGRAPH by 
KEITH E MORGAN. 
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Day Nursery 
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Reasons to celebrate 

'Educare' that is child-centred, adventurous and exciting for all! 

All our staff have the relevant childcare qualifications and have completed 
the necessary Criminal Record Bureau Inspections. 

School - run Service, which may include us dropping off and/or collecting 
from the local area. 


• Exclusive parking for dropping off and collecting your children. 

• Equipment includes Deluxe Role play unit and Interactive 
White Board, vegetable and herb garden. 



BRIDGEND MOBILITY CENTRE 

Uni 20, Enterprise Centre, Tondu CF32 9BS 
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Your Local Mobility Shop 

2 Storey Showroom 
Beat Prices In town 
Come end Try before you buy 
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CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE 
TRUSTED RfTUllR 

FOR THE 6MOGEND AREA 




01656 72 - 32-72 


The Sewing Box 

of Llantwit Major 

20o°ff 

Made to Measure 
CURTAINS 



Quality curtains at LOW prices! 
Fitting and measuring service. 

9 Poundfield (opposite II Vesuvio) A 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 

01446 794966 

Open Mon -Sat 9am-5pm 
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St David on 
Union flag? 


for the Queen’s Jubilee, 
and days of all the 
saints, Trafalgar, 
Agincourt, Waterloo, tax 
freedom, Carwyn Jones’s 
birthday and any other 
day of national celebra¬ 
tion. 

As for Caernarvon 
castle being oppressive, 
Edward I died 704 years 
ago and since 1485 the 
throne has been occupied 
by descendants of a 
Welshman. 

R Bradshaw, 
Cowbridge. 


W ITH refer¬ 
ence to the 
letter in 

last week’s GEM, it 
would be very easy 
to incorporate St 
David’s flag into the 
Union Jack. 

There are white 
spaces all round St 
George’s cross and these 
can be coloured gold 
with black for the edges 
and for some of the 
white diagonals. 

This flag will then do 

Poppy appeal 

THANK YOU’ 

1 WOULD like to and present, 
take this oppor¬ 
tunity, on behalf 
of the Royal British 
Legion, to sincerely 
thank everyone 
who has con¬ 
tributed to this 
year’s Poppy 
Appeal. 

Our sincere grati¬ 
tude goes to every¬ 
one in the Llynfi 
Valley who once 
again supported our 
Armed Forces, past 


The amount raised 
was £9,339.10 and 
all of this money 
will be used to sup¬ 
port casualties from 
Afganistan and other 
past and present 
members of the 
British Armed 
Forces. 

Thanks again 
John Hughes, 
Maesteg 

(Poppy Appeal team) 


Railway grants 
are welcomed 


SHADOW transport 
minister Byron 
Davies has wel¬ 
comed news of a 
series of grants for 
the Bridgend Valleys 
Railway Company. 

The group, based in a 
loco shed at Pontycymer, 
have plans to run trains 
up and down the Garw 
Valley from Tondu. 

They received a grant 
of £4,593 to build a two- 
storey stores facility 
within the shed. 

They have also 
received £1,000 from 
BAVO - the Bridgend 
Association of Voluntary 
Organisations - to 


rebuild a Shark brake 
van and £5,872 from the 
Coalfields Regeneration 
Trust to build a new 
shower and toilet block, 
plus a CCTV security 
system in the shed. 

Mr Davies said that 
he was looking forward 
to paying a visit to 
Pontycymer to meet the 
rail enthusiasts. 

“I know that it has 
been a long, hard slog 
for them getting to this 
stage, but their enthusi¬ 
asm is undimmed. 

“This money will help 
to bring the day nearer 
when trains will actually 
start operating up the 
valley again. ” 


Charity holds 
debate on latest 


protest 

LOCAL charity, 
Sustainable Wales 
(SW) is aiming to 
stage a series of 
debates into impor¬ 
tant issues of the 
day. 

The Porthcawl-based 
charity’s arts venue, 
‘The Green Room’ is 
starting its sequence of 
events this year with a 
debate on the ‘Occupy’ 
campaign on Friday, 
January 13, at 8pm 

SW director Margaret 
Minhinnick said: “This 
campaign is a grassroots 
movement, spawned to 


group 

stand up against corrup¬ 
tion, imbalance of 
power, a flawed econom¬ 
ic model and failure of 
our democracy to repre¬ 
sent and help average 
Americans. 

“Now, in more than 
900 cities worldwide, 
using new technology 
and offering a new rebel¬ 
lion, will the Occupy 
movement change the 
game?” 

Entrance is £1 for 
SUSSED members and 
£2.50 for others. All wel¬ 
come. (Bring own drinks 
and snacks). To book a 
place telephone 01656 
783405. 


IT S GOODBYE TO KALIMIST 

- and it’s hello to K2! 


IT was back in 2010 that the 
Bridgend-based band, 
Kalimist, were runners-up in 
the ‘Global Battle of the 
Bands’ a UK competition for 
acts with a reputation for 
good live performances. 

Unfortunately, Kalimist broke up, 
but a new band has emerged from 
the ashes, featuring a number of 
former members and going by the 
name K2. 

Recently, the band made their 
debut at Hobos in Bridgend, where 
an enthusiastic audience enjoyed a 
45-minute ‘punk reggae’ set. 

The band members are: Jimi 
Williams (bass); Adam Davies (gui¬ 
tar and vocals); Hannah Blackwell 
(lead vocals); Gareth Davies (key¬ 
board) and 17-year-old Kurt Mills 
on lead guitar. 

On the debut night, there was a 
guest appearance by Dai Sax, and 
the sound engineer was Stuart. 


IMAGES by FRANK SHIPTON 




ABOVE: 

Enthusiastic audience response for new hand 
K2 at Hobos in Bridgend. 


MP welcomes changes 
to credit union powers 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
has welcomed 
changes coming into 
force on January 8 
that mean credit 
unions will be able 
to deliver more 
services to mem¬ 
bers and communi¬ 
ties. 

Credit unions will 
now be able to offer 
membership to more 
than one group of peo¬ 
ple, no matter where 
they live or work. 

For the first time, 
they will be able to pay 
interest on deposits, 
instead of a dividend, 
and businesses and com¬ 
munity organisations 
will be able to join a 
credit union and use the 
services it provides. 

The changes will help 
individuals, businesses 
and other organisations 
access fair and afford¬ 
able financial services in 
their communities, and 
allow credit unions to 
provide a more effective 
alternative to high street 
banks on the one hand, 
and high cost lenders 


and loan sharks on the 
other. 

Mrs Moon said: “The 
new rules mean credit 
unions can now compete 
more effectively with 
banks and other lenders 
to provide fair and 
affordable financial 
services. Credit unions 
will be able to reach 
many more people, 
helping them to develop 
a savings habit, which 


can only be good for 
communities. 

“The new year is the 
ideal time for people to 
take a look at their 
finances, and a great 
first step would be to 
contact your local credit 
union and see how easy 
it would be to start put¬ 
ting some money aside, 
either for a rainy day or 
perhaps for next 
Christmas.” 


Read your 
GEM online 
- register at 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 


WHAT’S ON - in brief 


Lib Dem surgeries 

WELSH Lib Dem AM for south Wales west, 
Peter Black, is holding advice surgeries on 
Friday, January 13, in Pencoed Library from 
2pm to 3pm, and Porthcawl Library from 
3:30pm to 4:30pm No appointment is necessary. 

Charity concert 

HCPT Group 55 charity will present Kenfig Hill & 
District Male Voice Choir and soloists from Trinity 
College Music London in concert at All Saints 
Church, Porthcawl, on January 28 at 7pm. Tickets 
£6/£7, avalable on the night, or order on 07866 
742452. 

Bridge lessons 

FOLLOWING the success of lessons at 
Bridgend Bridge Club, new courses are 
starting on Wednesday, February 1, and 
Friday, February 3, at Nolton Church 
Hall. 

The Wednesday classes are for improvers and 
will start at 2:30pm; the Friday classes are for begin¬ 
ners and will start at 7:30pm. 

The teacher is John Beard, who also runs bridge 
holidays and is a member of Bridgend Bridge Club. 

For details or to register an interest, contact: 
John Beard (01446 771445), Steve Burgoyne (01656 
661968) or David Newman 01656 649138. 


Slice of Maesteg 
history on S4C 


A PIECE of 

Maesteg history 


will be featured in 

W T- 

a new S4C pro¬ 

■ 

pv Va 

gramme that aims 

> y 

to feature little- 

\ 

known aspects of 

t ** 

Welsh life. 

A new S4C series 

V 

k ^ 


Darn Bach o Hanes (A 
little Piece of History) 
takes a look at the past 
through the locations, 
artefacts and people that 
make Wales such a fas¬ 
cinating country. 

The first programme 
on Monday, January 16, 
will feature a Georgian 
kitchen garden near 
Bridgend that’s a feast 
to the eyes. 

Author, musician and 
passionate historian, 
Dewi Prysor, presents 
the S4C series which 
will take viewers to 
every comer of Wales 
to discover intriguing 
tales behind various 
locations and artefacts. 

The house which fea¬ 
tures the Georgian gar¬ 
den was originally a 
laundry, but has been 
the home of the 
Weinzweig family since 
2001 . 

In the company of 
owners, Mark and 
Eifion Weinzweig, 
viewers will discover 
how the terraced gar¬ 
dens have been restored 
to their former glory 
after years of neglect. 

The walled garden 
was originally part of 
the Goetre Hen estate in 
Maesteg. 

The estate and its 
gardens were built on 
the wealth created by 
the coalmining industry. 

As an 1877 map of 
the gardens shows, their 
most notable character¬ 
istics were the terraces 
and the stone walls, 




m 


m 


ABOVE: Eifion and Mark Weinsweig 
chat with Lisa Gwilym. 


which total 4.3 mi les. 

Eifion said; “It has 
been a huge job to 
restore the original 
paths and terraces. 

“My dad’s hair was 
black when we started 
and look at him now!” 

Mark added: “We 
have worked closely 
with Cadw to restore 
the original walling and 
in particular the green¬ 
house. 

“The greenhouse is 
notable for its own cus¬ 
tom-made fireplace 
which kept it warm 


throughout the year and 
enabled the owners to 
grow fruit such as 
bananas.” 

More details are 
available at the Darn 
Bach o Hanes 
Facebook site 
www.facebook. com/darn 
bachohanes. 

The programme will 
be broadcast on 
Monday, January 16, at 
9pm on S4C, and also 
on Thursday, January 
19, at 1.55pm with on¬ 
screen English subtitles. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 19) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast , high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

12 Thur 

11.05 

8.2 

23.22 

7.8 

13 Fri 

11.55 

7.7 



14 Sat 

00.22 

7.5 

12.57 

7.5 

15 Sun 

01.42 

7.3 

14.14 

7.6 

16 Mon 

02.54 

7.6 

15.28 

7.8 

17 Tues 

03.57 

8.2 

16.34 

8.4 

18 Wed 

04.51 

oo 

bo 

17.19 

8.9 

19 Thur 

05.39 

9.4 

18.11 

9.5 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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CARDIFF CROWN 
COURT ROUND-UP 
with AJ SICLUNA 


Cornelly drugs dealer 
is jailed for 10 months 


A DRUGS dealer who had a 
clean record, has been jailed 
for 10 months at Cardiff 
Crown Court.. 

Gareth Kelly (24) of Heol Fach, 
North Cornelly, admitted being con¬ 
cerned in the supply of mephedrone 
(also known as meow, meow) and pos¬ 
sessing cocaine. 

Recorder John Jenkins said: 
“Addiction to drugs causes misery to 
many people. Those detected supply¬ 
ing can expect little sympathy from 
the court.” 

Prosecutor John Warren said that on 
June 5, a doorman at a bar in 
Wyndham Street, Bridgend, noticed 
Kelly, who was in a noisy and boister¬ 
ous mood. 

He was seen to have something 
transferred into his hand and was 
searched on the premises. 

A plastic bag containing cocaine 
was found, and he was later arrested, 
saying the cocaine was for personal 
use. 

The police took his mobile phone 
and discovered text messages in rela¬ 
tion to the supply of mephedrone. 

His home was searched and items 


for the use of supplying drugs were 
found in his bedroom, plus £350 in 
cash. 

He later told the police he had 
bought the cocaine from an unknown 
man in Bridgend for £40 and also 
admitted supplying mephedrone for 
four months. 

At the time, he said, he had been out 
of work for some time because of a 
knee injury. 

The mephedrone had been bought 
from someone in North Cornelly and 
was supplied to only a small circle of 
customers. 

Said Mr Warren: “He is a local sup¬ 
plier, a rung up from a street dealer.” 

His counsel, Owen Williams, said: 
“He is well aware of the court’s sen¬ 
tencing powers and admitted the full 
extent of his criminal activity. 

“He supplied only persons he knew, 
but admits being a commercial suppli¬ 
er and made a profit. 

“He was a low-level dealer. He is 
also a keen footballer and coaches 
youngsters.” 

Mr Williams said he was ashamed 
of what he had done and had ceased 
taking drugs. 


Sarn builder escapes 
jail over ‘cannabis 
factory’ enterprise 


PLANTS with a 
potential of produc¬ 
ing cannabis with a 
value of more than 
£10,000 were found 
in a house at Sarn 
Hill, Bridgend.. 

Cardiff Crown Court 
heard that when the 
police carried out a 
search, they found a total 
of 41 plants, complete 
with a watering and 
heating system, plus 
extractor fans. 

Richard Bradford (31) 
of Bryn Sarn, Sam Hill, 
a £400-per week builder, 
admitted possessing 
cannabis with intent to 
supply, and producing 
the dmg. 

Judge John Curran 
told him: “You set up 
your own cannabis fac- 


SHED 

BLAZE 

Police are appealing 
for information follow¬ 
ing a shed fire they 
believe was started 
deliberately at around 
6.10am on Monday, 
January 2, in the gar¬ 
den of a property at 
Blaenogwr Terrace, 
Nantymoel. 

They are appealing 
to anyone with infor¬ 
mation to telephone 
101, or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111. 


Email your views 
and/or news to: 

gemeditorial 

@tindlenews 

.co.uk 


tory with two other indi¬ 
viduals. The course I am 
about to take is an 
exceptional one.” 

He was jailed for 12 
months, the sentence 
suspended for two years, 
and ordered to carry out 
300 hours unpaid work. 

Prosecutor Ruth 
Smith said that on 
November 19, 2010, 
police searched a house 
in Sam Hill, Bridgend. 
They spotted two large 
dogs on the premises 
and these were con¬ 
trolled before they went 
inside. 

Bradford was on the 
scene and he said that he 
would co-operate with 
the officers. In a bed¬ 
room, they found the 
plants and the watering 
and heating system. 

The police also found 
£911 in cash. 

Ms Smith said that 
Bradford, in his basis of 
plea, said that he was 


A BRIDGEND man 
who had been con¬ 
victed of producing 
cannabis has been 
ordered to pay 
£6,500 in a 
Proceeds of Crime 
Act hearing at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Stephen Jones (54) of 
Hunter’s Ridge, Brackla, 
had received an 18- 
month community order 
after admitting the 
offence. 


using about half an 
ounce of the drug a 
week, which was costing 
him £100, and he bought 
the equipment to grow 
the cannabis with others 
to save money. 

He said he would 
have supplied those two 
others. 

The equipment, he 
said, had cost £100. 

The court heard that 
Bradford had previous 
convictions for failing to 
surrender to bail and 
handling stolen goods. 

His counsel, John 
Ryan, said: “I concede 
that this case crosses the 
custody threshhold. He 
is a responsible father 
and assists his ex-part¬ 
ner. 

“Importantly, he has 
shown remorse and his 
use of dmgs has ceased. 
The court’s option is a 
stark one. He is striving 
to build a new life for 
himself.” 


Prosecutor Hannah 
Ahmadi said police offi¬ 
cers searched a house 
near Jones’ home and 
found 25 cannabis plants 
growing in a bedroom. 

There was a potential 
value over a year of a 
crop worth £8,400. 

She said that Jones 
owned two properties 
which had an equity of 
£155,000. 

She said the agreed 
benefit of the offence 
was £6,500. 

Jones was given six 
months to pay. 


Brackla man 
must pay 
back £6,500 


Porthcawl Stroke Club looks 
back on hectic festive period 


THE Porthcawl 
Stroke Club were 
busy in the run-up to 
Christmas and mem¬ 
bers were involved in 
having blood pres¬ 
sure checks, a 
spokeswoman writes. 

Five nurses gave up 
their time in early 
December to undertake 
the checks, and were 
away from their families 
in the rush up to 
Christmas. They were 
Jayne Scofield, Mair 
Tucker, Heather Jenkins, 
Helen Strong and 
Sharon Jones. 

A total of 149 blood 
pressure checks were 
made at Trinity Church 
in the heart of 
Porthcawl. Out of these, 
11 were referred to their 
GPs for further checks. 

Following on from 
this, Lyn and Yvonne 
Gudridge tutored 
Porthcawl Stroke Club 
members in making a 
Christmas table centre. 

Thank you so much 
Lyn and Yvonne, our 
members are truly grate¬ 
ful for this event. 

On December 20, 
Porthcawl Stroke Club 
members enjoyed a 
Christmas carol concert 
with the Porthcawl Male 
Voice Choir at the Grove 
Golf Club. 

The majority of peo¬ 
ple joined in the singing 
and there was plenty of 
laughter, along with 
mulled wine and mince 
pies! What more do you 
want from an evening 
out? 

We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
all those wonderful peo¬ 
ple who support us and 
wish you all a very 
happy New Year. 

If you know of anyone 
in Porthcawl or the sur¬ 
rounding area who has 
suffered from a stroke 
and wishes to join us, 
telephone chairman 
Keith Duggan on 
(01656)773376 or secre¬ 
tary Ray Cross on 
(01656)782190. 

We would also like to 
wish Wendy Cross a 
speedy recovery to good 
health. 



ABOVE: Members of the Porthcawl 
Stroke Club enjoy getting together to 
create Christmas centre pieces. 


AM queries 
delay in 
clearing site 


SHADOW regenera¬ 
tion minister Byron 
Davies is to write to 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) and the 
Environment Agency 
about the on-going 
delays to clearing the 
site of the former 
Revlon factory in 
Maesteg. 

In September, Mr 
Davies, a Welsh 
Conservative regional 
AM for south Wales 
west, was told by 
Geoffrey Podger of the 
Health and Safety 
Executive, that a notice 
had been served on the 
owners of the site 
requiring the removal of 
all materials by October 
23, 2011. 

“Here we are, three 
months later, and noth¬ 
ing has apparently been 
done,” said Mr Davies. 
“The land still looks like 


FLY-TIPPING 

CRACKDOWN 


TWO Conservative 
regional AMs have 
backed a drive to 
tackle fly-tipping in 
the Bridgend val¬ 
leys. 


“Communities who 
take pride in their sur¬ 
roundings will not thank 
irresponsible fly tippers 
who undermine their 
ambitions.” 

Byron Davies, 


Suzy Davies and Shadow minister for 
Byron Davies, who rep- regeneration, said that 
resent south Wales west, keeping the valley areas 
welcomed the initiative, free of fly-tipping was 
which is part of a £25m essential if the right 
project aimed at realising impression was to be 
the tourism potential of given, not just to tourists, 
the valleys. but also to incoming 

“In the past, we have entrepreneurs looking to 
had far too much fly-tip- set up business, 
ping blighting our beauti- He said: “Showing 
ful landscape,” said Suzy that we care for our envi- 
Davies, shadow minister ronment will send out the 
for culture and heritage, right message to poten- 
“The Glamorgan val- tial employers and will 
leys have such a lot to help sell Wales to both 
offer visitors and it is tourism operators and 
crucial that the people of business people. I urge 
the area give this scheme everyone to back the 
their backing. project.” 


a bomb site and it would 
appear that nothing at 
all has been done to 
comply with this notice 
which was served by 
BCBC. 

“I have now written 
to all parties to demand 
further steps be taken. I 
want to know what 
action will be taken by 
the council against the 
owners of the site to 
enforce the legal notice. 

“What’s the point of 
serving a legal notice if 
nobody is going to 
enforce it?” 

Mr Davies said that 
surrounding residents 
have put up with prob¬ 
lems at this site for sev¬ 
eral years. 

“It is scandalous that 
there have been so many 
delays,” he said. “The 
site was partially demol¬ 
ished and cleared and 
then everything came to 
a halt because asbestos 
was discovered. 

“There is no doubt 
that this site is in urgent 
need of regeneration but 
while it remains in its 
present state, nothing 
can be done to bring in 
new employment or 
jobs. It’s become a terri¬ 
ble eyesore that is 
blighting this part of 
Maesteg.” 

Mr Davies said that 
the adjoining Cooper 
Standard factory site, 
which belongs to 
BCBC, had been cleared 
and was scheduled for 
industrial units. 

“It would be sensible 
to develop these adja¬ 
cent sites in tandem and 
efforts must be made to 
persuade the private 
owner of the Revlon site 
to co-operate and allow 
the council or the Welsh 
Government to purchase 
the remainder of the 
land so that the site can 
be cleared and redevel¬ 
oped to the benefit of 
the community in 
Maesteg.” 


‘Car used as 
a weapon’ 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

The court heard he 
had convictions for actu¬ 
al bodily harm by 
punching a teenage girl 
in the face, possessing 
cannabis and driving 
after having taken accepted 
cannabis. intend to cause the level 

At the time of the of injury he did. 
assault on Mr Bentley, “You claimed it was 
he was on bail for the an accident and that you 
driving offence. were the victim. That 

His barrister, Mikhael was clearly not the 


been whether he would 
survive and he continues 
to receive treatment. 

The judge said: “He 
used that car as a 
weapon.” 

He said he had 
he didn’t 


case,” said the judge. 

He said it was clear 
that in 2006 he suffered 


Puar, said there was no 
evidence whatsoever Mr 
Bentley was making fun 
of the defendant, but 
Fletcher believed that life-threatening injuries 
was the case. m an accident. 

Some years ago, he Following head sur- 
said Mr Fletcher suf- gery, he had become 
fered horrific injuries in sensitive about his cos- 
a car accident and it had me tic appearance, which 
affected him physically causec j him difficulties. 

^na a iit 0affeCtedhlSPer " The judge SaW the 
S °He underwent several consequences of what he 

operations and that after- dld l ° Mr Bentle y were 

wards, had been subject- significant. 

ed to “certain attention”. “You used your car to 

The main concern inflict injury on a pedes- 
after his car accident had trian.” 


Quiz League 

weekly posers 


THIS week’s 

posers: 

1) “A Plague on both 

your houses” is a line 
from which 

Shakespearian play? 

2) Whose right to the 
English throne did Lady 
Jane Grey challenge? 

3) Which Irish hooker 
was selected for the 
2009 Lions tour but was 
injured prior to the tour 
and unable to travel? 


4) Madison Avenue in 
New York has become 
synonymous with which 
industry? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home, 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE LOCAL NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would like to have items 
included in the community news columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this region, please 
contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 iy n -Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Condolences: 
I WOULD like to 
express sympathy 
following the 
recent passing 
away of John 
Jenkins to his fam¬ 
ily, friends and col¬ 
leagues in the 
Bridgend male 
choir. 

John had been 
involved with the choir 
for more than 50 years, 
and as musical director 
he conducted the choir 
in 2004 and 2006 at the 
Welsh National 
Eisteddfod, in which 
they were winners of 
their section. 

He will be a great 
loss, not only to the 
choir, but to the com¬ 
munity for his efforts in 
raising money for char¬ 
ities. 

He was also a gen¬ 
tleman and will be 
sorely missed by every¬ 
one. 

Garw Valley 
Choir rock 
St David’s: 
COR Meibion Cwn 
Garw (Garw Valley 
Male Voice Choir) 
recently performed 
in the Christmas 
concert in St 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Ensemble per¬ 
formed their 10th 
anniversary 
Christmas concert 
at Ewenny Priory 
Church on Friday, 
December 16. 

The evening, a mix¬ 
ture of baroque music 
combined with light¬ 
hearted banter and nar¬ 
rative, was once again a 
resounding success. 

Playing to a packed 
audience, the pro¬ 
gramme for the night 
included music by 
Corelli, Telemann, 
Pachelbel and Vivaldi. 

The night began with 
Corelli’s Concerto 
Grosso in D Major , 
which in the execution 
illustrated the beautiful 
flow of melody and lib¬ 
eration associated with 
the composer. 

This piece was fol¬ 
lowed by excerpts from 
Handel’s Messiah , 
including a stunning 
performance by soloist 
soprano, Naomi Harvey. 

The first half of the 
programme continued 
with Henry Purcell’s 
Fantazia: Three Parts 
on a Ground and a Bach 
Concerto for Oboe and 
Violin. 

This time, it was solo 
performances by 

Catriona Mackinnon, 
principal oboe at Welsh 
National Opera and 
Donald McNaught, the 
ensemble’s leader, 


David’s Church, 
Pontycymer. 

The church was 
filled to capacity and 
included guest Janice 
Gregory AM and hus¬ 
band Mike, for what is 
traditionally the final 
performance of the 
year for Cor Meibion 
Cwm Garw. 

The concert was par¬ 
ticularly significant, as 
it provided the opportu¬ 
nity for the choir and 
congregation to express 
collective thanks and 
best wishes to Rev 
David Mortimore. 

To everyone’s 
delight, the programme 
included the wonderful 
Ffaldau School Choir, 
who received tumul¬ 
tuous applause for an 
ambitious programme 
performed with confi¬ 
dence and excellence. 

The evening was 
also enhanced by 
Phoebe-Anne Lewis, 
who enthralled with 
masterly presentations 
of ‘I Orwedd Mewn 
Preseb’, ‘A New Year’s 
Carol’ (Britten) and the 
delightful ‘Nadolig 
Llawen ich i Gyd’ 
(Caryl Parry Jones). 

It was disclosed that 
Phoebe-Anne has been 
selected to sing with 
‘Only Kids Aloud’, 
who on April 1 will 


which caught the collec¬ 
tive breath of the audi¬ 
ence. 

Punctuated as the 
pieces were by story and 
anecdote, delivered 
masterfully by the 
ensemble’s creator and 
double-bassist, Peter 
Fry, there was, as ever, 
something for everyone. 

After the now tradi¬ 
tional interlude for 
mulled wine and mince 
pies, the second half 
began with Telemann’s 
Don Quixote and the 
ever-popular Pachelbel’s 
Canon for 3 Violins 
before concluding with 
Vivaldi’s Concerto for 
Four Violins in B Minor. 

Met with rapturous 
applause, the ensemble 
confirmed that they 
would be returning to 
play an 11th concert at 
the Ewenny Festival in 
2012. 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan Ensemble 
was formed in 2001; it 
exists mainly as a string 
ensemble but sometimes 
augments to include 
woodwind and key¬ 
board. 

Performing up to six 
concerts a year, it has a 
wide repertoire, ranging 
from baroque to contem¬ 
porary. 

This concert was the 
last in the 2011 cycle of 
concerts; a new pro¬ 
gramme of events will 
resume in February, 
2012. 

MM 


sing at the Wales 
Millennium Centre, 
with the world-famous 
Mariinsky Theatre 
Orchestra & Chorus, 
and the BBC National 
Chorus of Wales, con¬ 
ducted by Valery 
Gergiev in a perform¬ 
ance of Gustav 
Mahler’s Symphony 
No 8 (Symphony of a 
Thousand). 

Then followed yet 
another moment of 
sheer magic when Cor 
Meibion Cwm Garw 
were joined on stage by 
up-and-coming choris¬ 
ters Rhys Woods and 
Dylan Ralph-Edwards 
for a foot-stomping 
rendering of ‘When 
The Saints Go 
Marching In’. 

The evening ended 
with both choirs (and 
the audience) singing 
the old favourite 
‘Jingle-Bell-Rock’ - 
twice! 

Best wishes 
to retiring 
Reverend 
I WOULD like to 
join in the best 
wishes to Reverend 
David Mortimore, 
who is retiring 
from the Garw 
Valley Parish in 
April. 

I met David on 
numerous occasions 
when I was a school 
governor at Tynyrheol 
Primary School, 
Llangeinor, where he 
was a constant visitor. 

Rev Mortimore was 
born and raised in 
Torquay, Devon and 
served in the Merchant 
Navy for 30 years, his 
final command being 


captain of the Rosslare 
to Fishguard Ferries. 

In January 2004, he 
was appointed to the 
Garw Valley parish, 
where he has been a 
highly respected and 
much loved spiritual 
leader as vicar of St 
Cein’s Church, 
Llangeinor and St 
David’s Church, 
Pontycymer. 

Rev Mortimore also 
served as Padre for the 
Garw Valley branch of 
the Royal British 
Legion. 

He was also presi¬ 
dent of Cor Meibion 
Cwm Garw and, in 
grateful recognition of 
this was presented with 
a working brass min¬ 
ers’ safety lamp by 
choir chairman, Cedryn 
Lloyd. 

Reverend David will 
retire to Neyland, 
Pembrokeshire. 

Maesteg 

U3A: 

THE next meeting 
at the Central 
Church Hall will 
be on January 24 
at 2:30pm. 

Guest speaker Peter 
Shaw’s talk is titled 
‘Kidnapped in 
Georgia’, during 
which he will share 
and discuss his experi¬ 
ences as a hostage. 

Peter was kidnapped 
in Tbilisi, Georgia, in 
June 2002 by a pseudo 
military organisation 
and was held in captivi¬ 
ty for five months until 
November 2002. 

He will have signed 
copies of his book 
available and the pro¬ 
ceeds from sales will 
be given to charity. 


Carers’ 

centre: 

Bridgend Carers’ 
Centre at 87 Park 
Street, Bridgend 
(tel 01656 658479), 
is a centre for 
unpaid individuals 
who look after 
their parents, dis¬ 
abled children, 
friends or neigh¬ 
bours. 

Tomorrow, Friday, 
January 13, between 
10:30am and 11:30am, 
Bridgend’s Member of 
Parliament Madeline 
Moon will be in atten¬ 
dance for a question 
and answer session. 
Telephone the centre if 
you wish to take part. 

On Fridays there are 
appointments available 
with Macmillan and 
Relate providing free 
counselling for carers. 
To book, call Rachel on 
07582 874186. 

On January 16 
between 10am and 
lpm, and January 18, 
lpm to 4pm, drop-in 
facilities are being pro¬ 
vided for a sociable 
meeting with others in 
the same circum¬ 
stances. 

There will also be 
the book Cwtch 
between lpm and 2pm. 

January 17, 

10:30am to 12:30pm - 
there is a meeting of 
REVIVE, a group that 
provides information 
on mental health con¬ 
cerns and substance 
misuse. 

January 17, between 
10:30am to 12 noon - 
meeting of the health 
and well being group. 
Between lpm and 3pm 
new carers are wel¬ 
come. 

Thursday, January 
19 - Outreach group in 
Maesteg Council 
Offices, with the 
Citizens Advice Bureau 
from 10am to lpm. In 
the Park Street centre 
on the same day from 
10:30am there is a 
stress management 
workshop. Telephone 
to book a place. 

Centre 

groups: 

Mental Health 
Matters has organ¬ 


ised activities at 
the following cen¬ 
tres: 

Bridgend 
Wellbeing centre, 
Nolton Church 
Hall, January 13, 
between 2pm and 
3pm, writing with 
Val - an expressive 
and fun method of 
writing, also a 
music group with 
John. 

January 17, between 
l:30pm-2:30pm - read¬ 
ing group with John; 
lpm-2pm - talk by 
Gareth Clode on 
‘Mindfulness’. 

Maesteg Wellbeing 
centre, Central 
Ecumenical Church, 
Church Street, on 
January 19/26 between 
12:30pm and 4:30pm, 
gardening club. January 
19, between lpm and 
3pm, Karen will pro¬ 
vide information on all 
activities. 

January 26 between 
12:30pm and 4:30pm - 
writing with Val. 

If interested contact 
01656 767045. 

Pupils’ 

awards: 

Tondu primary 
school Headteacher 
Mrs Susan Pilsher 
congratulates the 
following pupils 
who achieved 100 
per cent attendance 
last term: Katie 
Baker, Libby 
Barrett, Sophie 
Barrett, Angel 
Carey, Lowri 
Chambers, Tegan 
Chambers, Jerry 
Chan, Josie Chan, 
Brook Hawkins, 
Maisie Fahey, Mya 
Fahey, Ben Fisher, 
Sasha Flower, Coel 
Gifford, Rhys 
Gingell, Evie 
Higgins, Jorja 
Higgins, Joseph 
Humphreys, Bethan 
Jimson, Connor 
Jones, Frazer 
Marshall, 

Maddison 

McGuinness, 

Keiran O’Connor, 
Louise Payne, Ben 


Temperature 
checks for 
the elderly 

A REGIONAL AM has urged people aged 
60 and over to take advantage of an offer 
by Age Cymru to issue them with a free 
thermometer. 

Suzy Davies, Welsh Conservative Regional AM 
for south Wales west, said it was crucial that older 
people stay warm during the winter. 

“Having a thermometer in your home will enable 
you to know whether it is too cold,” she said. 
“Temperatures should ideally be between 65F to 
70F - that’s 18 to 21 Celsius. 

“I used the same type of thermometer to keep an 
eye on the temperature when my children were 
babies and it was so useful. 

“It’s surprising how you do not notice a gradual 
fall in temperature, but the effect on older people and 
the very young can be very serious. 

“Hypothermia creeps up on people unknowingly 
and they can succumb before they realise something 
is wrong.” 

The thermometer cards are available from Age 
Cymru at their shop at 37 John Street, Porthcawl, or 
by ringing 01656-782372. 


Email your views 
and/or news to: 

gemeditorial 
@tindlenews. co. uk 


Christmas 
concert thrills 
audience at 
Ewenny Priory 


Pritchard-Davies, 
Loren Taylor, Max 
Taylor, Cian 
Thacker, Travis 
Thomas, Sophie 
Tipper, Megan 
Trebble, Daniel 
Williams, Joseph 
Williams, Ethan 
Wodecki. 

The following pupils 
received the most 
points for good man¬ 
ners last term: Mrs 
Ashton - Afon class; 
Gracie-Mai Sage and 
Matthew Smith. 

Mrs Evans - Cynffig 
class; Maisie Fahey 
and Maddie Evans. 

Mrs Richards/Mrs 
Flower - Ewenni class; 
Josie Chan and Sam 
Thomas. 

Mrs Pugh - Garw 
class; Olivia Herbert 
and Sasha Flower. 

Mr Lewis - Llynfi 
class; Dylan Evans and 
Molly Price. 

Miss Handley - 
Ogwr class; Mya Fahey 
and Amy Brice- 
Richards. 

Mrs Tuck - Rhondda 
class; Brydie Jones and 
Tamzin Duckfield. 

Miss Watson - Taf 
class; Sophie Andrews 
and Lowri Chambers. 

Mrs Lucas - Usk 
class; Sadie Payne and 
Martin Walker. 

The following pupils 
achieved full marks last 
term: Mrs Evan’s class; 
Logan Hubbard, Chase 
Owen, Carwyn Barry, 
Bethan Hopkins, Tom 
Joynson, Ella Williams, 
Noah Yates, Wil 
Davies, Sophia 
Williamson, Callum 
Withy, Annabel Ward, 
Macy Mably, Emily 
Tuck. 

Mrs Richards/Mrs 
Flower’s class; Tia 
Richards, Leila 
Carlyon, Gracie Jones, 


Evan Humphries, 
Sophie Barrett, Kacey 
Floyd, Sam Thomas, 
Crystal Bancroft, 

Joshua Powell, Josie 
Chan, Ronnie Jones, A- 
Jay Hopson, Fabian 
Tapner, Lucas Bryant. 

Mrs Pugh’s class; 
Thomas Chauvel, 

Sasha Flower, Brook 
Hawkins, Owain 
Hopkins, Harri Gould, 
Iestyn Griffiths, George 
Barry, Seren Dare, 
Amelia Webb, Olivia 
Webb, Holly Lewis, 
Angel Carey, Ieuan 
Lane, Maddie Rose, 
Cameron Baker, Olivia 
Herbert, Josh Collier, 
Sophie Tipper, Jamie 
Coombs. 

Mr Lewis’ class; Ben 
Fisher, Dylan Griffiths, 
Jorja Higgins, Evie 
Higgins, Benji Lock, 
Molly Price, Tyler 
Richards, Cariad 
Westlake, Frazer 
Marshall, Iestyn 
Williamson. 

Miss Handley’s 
class; Lola Brown, 
Ebun Davies, Amy 
Brice-Richards, Leiana 
Darks, Libby Barrett, 
Lauren Davies, Eeva 
Salo, Morgane 
Chauvel. 

Mrs Tuck’s class; 
Shannon Evans, Joseph 
Humphreys, Siobhan 
Cundle, Tom Howells, 
Holly Sayce, Ceron 
Davies, Dionne Tapner, 
Dewi Gronow, Jacob 
Hale. 

Miss Watson’s class; 
Matthew Brown, Lowri 
Chambers. 

Mrs Lucas’ class; 
Jack Bailey, Morgan- 
Owen Evans, Rhiannon 
Haines, Melissa Lloyd, 
Sadie Payne, Loren 
Taylor, Cian Thacker, 
Daniel Thomas, Ethan 
Wodecki, Lewis 
Wodecki, Emilie Ward. 


Friendly Kacey 
needs new home 


Cats Protection , Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend CF32 9UJ 

Tel: 01656 726621 • Fax: 01656 722012 
Email: bridgend. manager@cats. org. uk 



Kacey is in need of a new home. 


THE GEM is in 
partnership with 
Cats Protection to 
find good homes for 
animals at the 
Bridgend Adoption 
Centre. 

This week: Kacey is 
an 18-month female cat 
who was admitted with 
her litter of kittens 
because her owner could 
no longer cope. 

She is a lovely and 


friendly cat who loves 
being with people but 
gets stressed around 
other cats, so needs to be 
the one and only. 

Kacey has been in the 
centre for more than four 
months and is in desper¬ 
ate need of a new home 
where she can have the 
love and attention she 
needs. 

If you are interested in 
adopting Kacey, tele¬ 
phone 01656 724396. 
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RIGHT: 
The central 
‘courtyard’ of 
the new extra 
care centre. 


FOLLOWING its completion 
and opening to residents, 
Bridgend MP Madeleine Moon 
paid an informal visit to Llys- 
Ton, the new Extra Care resi¬ 
dence at Waunbant Road, Kenfig 
Hill. 

Built by Cowlin Construction, the 
Llys-Ton Extra Care scheme has been 
developed by Valleys to Coast in part¬ 
nership with Bridgend County 
Borough Council (BCBC). 

It provides for 39 self-contained 
flats, 31 of which have two bedrooms. 
Key aims of the Extra Care schemes 
are to establish communities of older 
people and to encourage independent 


living. A flexible support network 
offers care and assistance based on 
the needs of individual residents. 

Llys-Ton will be managed by 
Valleys to Coast, with care and cater¬ 
ing facilities contracted out. 

It opened its doors to the first resi¬ 
dents on Tuesday, January 3. One of 
the first to move in to the new build¬ 
ing, was Mrs Gretta Rogers of Kenfig 
Hill. 

She was so pleased with her accom¬ 
modation, that she invited Mrs 
Madeleine Moon to visit her in her 
new home. 

Mrs Moon was given a tour of Llys- 
Ton by Bronwen Thomas, scheme 
manager for Valleys to Coast. 


The MP said: “I was extremely 
impressed by the development at 
Llys-Ton. Bridgend County Borough 
Council, Valleys to Coast, their archi¬ 
tect and interior designer, have not 
just gone the extra mile, but an extra 
ten to ensure a top quality develop¬ 
ment. 

“While I was unhappy with the clo¬ 
sure of Troed-y-Ton, I would say that 
the facilities and apartments provided 
at Llys-Ton will ensure that the ten¬ 
ants have the best quality of life, serv¬ 
ice and surroundings possible.” 

Residents are still in the process of 
moving into Llys-Ton and a date has 
yet to be set for its formal opening. 


ABOVE: Madeleine Moon MP and her PA Linda Fray being wel¬ 
comed to Llys-Ton by Bronwen Thomas, scheme manager, Valleys 
to Coast, (extreme right) and new resident Mrs Gretta Rogers. 


BELOW ; 

LEFT: 

Looking down at 
the dining area 
and lounge. 


MP praises ‘top quality’extra care development 


Report and 
pictures 

KEITH E 
MORGAN 


Loving community offers 
its support for Nancy 


A couple whose 
daughter was diag¬ 
nosed with cystic 
fibrosis, have 
thanked shoppers 
for their generosity 
in donating more 
than £800 to a char¬ 
ity that backs vital 
research. 

Friends and family of 
Lucy and Lyn Thomas 
wanted to demonstrate 
their support for the cou¬ 


ple’s daughter Nancy 
and ran a collection in 
Cowbridge during 
December. 

Lucy explained: “Our 
friends and family col¬ 
lected in the town the 
Sundays and on 
Christmas Eve. 

“They were raising 
money for the charity 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust. 

“Our beautiful baby 
daughter Nancy was 
diagnosed with this 
genetic illness when she 



Welcome to 2012!! 

This is YOUR year for a NEW you! 

Book your Psychic!Intuitive Coaching Party 
from the comfort of your own home. 

Gather 6 of your friends together for a fun and 
illuminating nght in. 

Just £20 per person and you, as the 
organiser, receives a FREE reading!! 

Contact our booking line on:- 

01446 796411 

Email: info@zenergylife.com 
Website: www.zenergylife.com 
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by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


was three weeks old. 

“She is now 11 
months old and will cel¬ 
ebrate her first birthday 
on January 19. 

“We would like to 
thank the generous shop¬ 
pers and people of 
Cowbridge who donated 
£805.25. 

“Nancy is among 
9,000 people living in 
the United Kingdom 
with this life limiting 
condition and will bene¬ 
fit from the donations 
because all the money is 
going into research for a 
cure.” 

Lucy said that follow¬ 
ing Nancy’s diagnosis 
the love and practical 
help of family and 
friends had helped to 
pull them through. 

“They looked after us 
because we were falling 
apart a bit. 

“Our lives although 
initially torn apart with 
the news, have changed 
irreversibly for the better 
because we now appreci¬ 
ate the most important 
things in life. 

“With their help, we 
are learning to cope as a 
family.” 

Lucy and Lyn have 
taken the decision to be 
as positive as possible 
and to enjoy time with 
Nancy - rather than 
dwelling on negatives. 

Lucy said: “Nancy is 
the most amazing child. 


Although it sounds like a 
cliche, she really makes 
us feel as though she has 
wisdom beyond her 
years - months in her 
case! 

“She has the most 
beautiful eyes that stare 
into your soul and drink 
up your presence. 

“She has completed us 
as a family and we never, 
never want to be without 
her. She makes us all so 
unbelievably and bliss¬ 
fully content and happy.” 

Nancy has an older 
brother Erin and an older 
sister Elly. 

Since October, the 
family, who live in 
Llantwit Major, and 
their friends have been 
raising funds around the 
theme of ‘65 Roses’. 

Lucy explained that 
‘cystic fibrosis’ didn’t 
have the most pleasant 
ring to it, and the group 
of fundraisers were 
inspired by one young¬ 
ster who mis-pro- 
nounced it and said: “65 
Roses”. 

So the group settled 
on the idea of doing ‘65 
challenges’ for ‘65 
Roses’. 

A total of £3,000 has 
been raised in a number 
of ways across the area 
- the event in Cowbridge 
being the most recent. 

Cystic Fibrosis is 
caused by a single faulty 
gene that controls the 
movement of salt in the 
body. In people with 
cystic fibrosis, the inter¬ 
nal organs become 


clogged with thick, 
sticky mucus resulting in 
infections and inflamma¬ 
tion, making it hard to 
breathe and digest food. 

Lucy and Lyn are par¬ 
ticularly keen to raise 
funds, as fears have been 
expressed in recent 
months that pioneering 
research could be in dan¬ 
ger due to the economic 
downturn. 

If anyone would like 
to contact Lucy about 
future fundraising event, 
they can email 
nowmrsthomas @ btinter- 
net.com. 

To donate to Lucy’s 
just giving page, please 
go to http://www.justgiv- 
ing. com/LucyJThomas 



ABOVE: Nancy with mum Lucy and older sister Elly. 


PLANNING PROPOSALS 


Bridgend Bowls and Tennis 
Association - Church Road, 
Bridgend - Remove sycamore 
trees in area A1 and remove 
poplar and 50 per cent of 
sycamore trees in area A2. 

Mr Nigel Thomas - 12 Mary 
Street, Porthcawl - Change of 


use of outbuilding to new 
dwelling unit. 

Mrs G Bowen - 12 Heol Dyfed, 
Maesteg - External ramp access. 
Mr S Thomas - Vacant plot, 
Federation Lane, Pontycymmer 
- Detached four bedroom house. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE NEWS IN YOUR AREA 



\ Quizmaster Wayne Dawkinsl 
(front right) supervising the 
counting of money from 
a four-pint whisky bottle. 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 



Pub boost 
LAST week, I report¬ 
ed that the money col¬ 
lected in the large 
four-pint whisky bot¬ 
tle for good causes 
and emptied at 
Christmas, was filled 
during the year by the 
collection of loose 
change. 

However, it has 
been pointed out to 
me that this is incor¬ 
rect. Most of the 
money collected to fill 
the jar, £600 plus, had 
been due to the mag¬ 
nificent efforts of 
Quizmaster Wayne 
Dawkins, his deputy 
Steve Cooper and the 
locals who compete in 
the quiz every 
Tuesday evening. 

Please note that the 
‘Stars in Your Eyes’ 
event in aid of the 
‘Sandville Self Help 
Centre’ is this 
Saturday starting at 
7pm and not Friday 
(tomorrow) as previ¬ 
ously reported. There 
is still time to enter, 
and this can be done 
by phoning either 
Mark or Tina on 


01656 740031. 

Kenfig Society 
SEVERAL years ago, 
the Kenfig Society 
had a talk about the 
moving and restora¬ 
tion of the ancient 
church of ‘St Teilo’ 
from near 

Pontarddulais to the 
Museum of Welsh 
Life at St Fagan’s 
Cardiff. 

Much had hap¬ 
pened since then and 
on January 17 at 
7.30pm, Sara Hughes, 
who is employed at 
the museum, will be 
relating the story of 
the project at the Life 
Centre in Pyle. 

KPC Youth 
BRIDGEND County 
Youth Service will be 


holding a work club 
as part of the 
‘Changing Tracks 
Project’ in the KPC 
Youth Centre, off Pyle 
Inn Way, Pyle, for 16 
to 25 year olds every 
Friday from 1pm to 
3pm starting on 
January 13. 

Those attending 
will find it helpful 
with CV writing, job 
search, training and 
filling in application 
forms. They can also 
will receive advice 
and support. 

For further infor¬ 
mation, contact Tanya 
Saunders on 01656 
754920 or 07814 
899264. 

KPC are raising 
funds, for their chari- 


BUSY TIMES FOR 
PENCOED PUPILS 



“WHAT an exciting 
first term at Pencoed 
Comprehensive for our 
MLD Resource Base,” 
a school spokeswoman 
reported this week. 

“As well as working 
hard in class, we have 
enjoyed several fishing 
trips with Bridgend 
Rotary Club. 

“Our pupils have set 
up a fruit and vegetable 
co-operative, selling to 
staff and pupils of the 
school, and we enjoyed 
visiting Bridgend 


It’s all go, 
in and out 
of class! 

Christmas Food festival. 
Travelling on the train 
was a real adventure.” 

She continued: 
“Parents have joined us 
for two coffee after¬ 
noons in our resource 
base, getting to know 
everyone and looking at 
what we have been up 
to! 

“Hannah Monkton, 


Jessica Philips and Kyle 
Crawford were finalists 
in the MENCAP 
Christmas Card 

Competition. We attend¬ 
ed a celebration with 
them in Cardiff 
Museum. 

“Some of our pupils 
have joined the school 
choir and sang in Salem 
Church, after enjoying 
Christmas lunch with 
local pensioners. 

We are all looking 
forward to another fun- 
filled term.” 


ty working with 
young people in Pyle, 
through recycling 
unwanted clothes. 

If you have any 
unwanted clothes, 
hats, bags or bedding 
that have been pushed 
aside after being 
replaced by 
Christmas gifts KPC 
would be pleased to 
receive them anytime 
from Monday to 
Friday between 9am 
and 3pm or 5.30pm 
and 10pm. 

The youth centre is 
located next to Pil 
Primary School, Off 
Pyle Inn Way, Pyle, 
CF33 6AB, telephone 
01656 749219/745399. 
Wellbeing Centre 
ACTIVITIES by 
Mental Health 
Matters, Wales in the 
Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road 
on Wednesday, 
January 18: 
Information with 
Karen Powell from 
1.30pm to 3pm and 
the Reading Group 
from 3pm to 4pm. 

There will also be a 
social afternoon from 
lpm to 5pm. 

Pyle and Kenfig 
THE annual general 
meeting of the 
Mother’s Union will 
take palce in St james 
Church Hall, Pyle on 
Tuesday, January 17 
at 7pm. 

The PCC will meet 
at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, 
Maudlam, on 
Saturday, January 21 
at 11am. One of the 
tasks will be to 
inspect the new com¬ 
pleted toilet. 

Everyone is wel¬ 
come to Bible study in 
the coffee shop when 
it re-starts on Friday, 
January 27 at 
10.30am to 11.30am. 

A discussion-based 
worship, which 
includes communion, 
starts in the Church 
Hall on Tuesday, 
January 21 at 7pm 
and lasts for one hour. 

For details of servic¬ 
es, events and activi¬ 
ties in the parish, call 
Rev Dr Duncan 
Walker on 01656 
740500/07766 710373 
or Gareth Gardener on 
07770 239302. 


Spotting popular 
landmark pub in 
Sherlock is so... 

‘ elementary , my dear WatsonV 



THERE cannot 
have been many 
local residents who 
failed to spot the 
Bush Inn in St 
Hilary as they 
watched last 
Sunday’s TV 
episode of 
Sherlock. 

The pub was fea¬ 
tured heavily in the 
episode, a reworking of 
the famous Hound of 
the Baskervilles story - 
as a country pub, The 
Cross Keys, on the 
edge of Dartmoor. 

The pub’s thatched 
roof clearly attracted 
the cameraman, with 
several lingering shots, 
and scenes were shot 
both outside and inside 
The Bush. 

Liz Silva-Hooker, 
who runs the pub with 
her husband Andy, told 
The GEM: “Filming 
took place last May and 
the production compa¬ 
ny were a joy to work 
with. 

“We didn’t even 
have to close the pub, 
we carried on serving 
customers through the 
six days that they were 
here. 

“We weren’t sure 
how much screen time 


GEM REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


we would get, so we 
were delighted with 
what was broadcast. I 
am updating the pub’s 
website now to let 
everyone know.” 

For plot purposes, 
the pub restaurant was 
vegetarian, and pictures 
of Dartmoor were put 
up on walls inside the 
pub, but hardly any¬ 
thing else was changed. 

Liz said: “Benedict 
Cumberbatch and mar¬ 
tin Freeman were both 
really charming, and it 
was a really enjoyable 
week. 

“Benedict seems to 
be just as eccentric in 
real life as his character 
is. The show’s produc¬ 
er, Sue Vertue, was 


lovely, and she often let 
us get a close-up look 
at the production 
process. 

“I thought they made 
the whole village look 
beautiful, as there were 
scenes shot in the 
churchyard as well.” 

Surprisingly, at the 
time the shooting was 
taking place, no one 
leaked the news to the 
local press. Clearly, the 
villagers in St Hilary 
are the soul of discre¬ 
tion! 

Liz said: “One funny 
thing was the final 
scene last Sunday, 
when Sherlock and Dr 
Watson were discussing 
the case over breakfast. 

“Andy had to make 


17 breakfasts, as they 
had a number of 
retakes - so we are 
considering introducing 
our all-day Baskerville 
breakfast!” 


Bridge in 
Bridgend 

THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
evenings are as fol¬ 
lows: 

Wednesday, January 

4 - first, Mary Moore 
and Di Jones, second, 
Dave Barwood and Jane 
Brook, third, John 
Henson and Geoff 


Maesteg wins praise 
from Rotarians for 
the Shoebox appeal 


THIS year’s Shoebox charity 
collection, organised by 
Maesteg Rotary Club, attract¬ 
ed a great deal of local sup¬ 
port. 

The following schools and 
churches took part: St Michael’s 
Church, St Cynwyd’s Church and 
St Tydfil’s Church, together with 
Ysgol Cynwyd Sant, Ysgol Gyfyn 
Llangynwyd and Caerau Primary. 

In all, there were a total of 205 
boxes: 96 for girls, 66 for boys and 
43 household. 

Initially, all the boxes were deliv¬ 
ered to St Michael’s Church, where 
they were sorted into categories by a 


small team from the Rotary Club, 
which later transported them to 
Herberts Removals Depot in 
Maesteg. 

They were then placed in large 
cartons for onward transmission to 
Romania where they arrived in time 
for the local Christmas celebrations. 

The Maesteg Rotary Club wishes 
to thank the churches, schools and 
individuals who helped bring some 
joy and happiness to many families 
and young people over the 
Christmas . 

Particular thanks goes to Roy 
Herbert and his team, who play 
such a pivotal role in preparing and 
transhipping the boxes. VG 


Tinkler. 

Friday, January 6 

(North South) - first, 
Tony and Emer Disley, 
second, Mary Moore and 
John Beard, third, Liam 
Sheridan and Gwyneth 
Dew. (East West) - first, 
Alan Grant and Norma 
Newman, second, Hazel 
and Colin Heard, third, 
Ann Fox and Linda 
Pinnock. 

In addition to the reg¬ 
ular club nights on 
Wednesday and Friday 
evenings at 7pm at 
Nolton Church Hall, 
there will be lessons for 
beginners on Fridays 
from February 3 at 
7.30pm, and for 
improvers on 

Wednesdays at 2.30pm. 
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Alun Cairns MP, with Luke Wybar, Robert 
Murray and Callum Wybar. 

ties currently received 


Local teenagers 
campaign for 
better internet in 


Ogmore-by-Sea 


THREE schoolboys 
have launched a 
petition to garner 
support for better 
broadband in their 
community. 

Luke Wybar (12), his 
brother Callum and 
school friend Robert 
Murray recently met 
Vale MP Alun Cairns to 
seek support for their 
campaign at Ogmore-by- 
sea. 

Mr Cairns has been 
calling for better broad¬ 
band services across the 
area, and at the end of 
2011 helped residents of 
Colwinston to secure a 
fibre-optic superfast 
broadband service for 
their community. 

To date, Luke and his 
supporters have gathered 
several hundred signa¬ 
tures from local resi¬ 
dents, who are all keen 
to see a faster, higher 
capacity broadband serv¬ 
ice to help them with 
school work, social 
media and to support 
business and home 
workers. 

Mr Cairns said: “I 
was really keen to find 
out more from Luke 
about his campaign for 
better broadband in 
Ogmore. 

“I was impressed to 
see that he has already 
collected a few hundred 
signatures for his peti¬ 
tion.” 

Earlier in 2011, the 
UK government 
announced that an 
investment of £5 6m in 
broadband in Wales 
would be made, which 
will deliver a real differ¬ 
ence. The sum amounts 
to 10 per cent of the UK 
budget for such purpos¬ 
es. 

Mr Cairns has previ¬ 
ously highlighted that 
there are significantly 
more ‘not spots’ in 
Wales compared to 
England. 

Only 31 per cent of 
people in Wales have 


access to superfast 
broadband - but the rate 
is 61 per cent in England 
and 97 per cent in 
Northern Ireland. 

Although the broad¬ 
band provision is better 
in Ogmore-by-Sea than 
some other local areas, 
for many residents the 
capacity is still below 
the accepted standard of 
2MB as a basic down¬ 
load speed. 

The MP will be ask¬ 
ing BT Openreach to 
investigate the differing 
service delivery capaci- 


by residents in Ogmore. 

He added: “Since my 
election more than a 
year ago, I’ve heard 
from a huge number of 
residents and businesses 
who cannot receive an 
adequate broadband 
service. 

“I am pleased that the 
UK Government has 
pledged to support a 
service that is a signifi¬ 
cant priority in educa¬ 
tion, business and social 
terms for residents and 
area.” 


Birthday classics 
at St David’s Hall 

CARDIFF Philharmonic Orchestra’s 30th 
birthday season continues in February with 
a programme of favourite classics, opening 
with one of Rossini’s most sparkling over¬ 
tures, The Thieving Magpie. 

Dvorak’s Symphony No 8, regarded as one of the 
most life-enhancing pieces of music ever written, is 
based on Bohemian folk music that Dvorak so loved. 

This completes the first half of this thrilling con¬ 
cert. 

The programme culminates with Elgar’s best 
loved work, his Enigma Variations, which catapulted 
him to world fame in 1899. 

It’s a series of portraits in music of a group of 
Elgar’s friends, including the deeply-moving Nimrod 
and, finally, Elgar’s own magnificent self portrait. 

• Tickets for this concert are on sale now at 
www.stdavidshallcardiff.co.uk or at the box office 
on 029 2087 8444. 


Because 
your child 
matters 


Ble mae pob 
plentyn yn 
bwysig 



Penarth 
02920 708112 
Barry 

01446 749321 
Cowbridge 
01446688222 
Canton 
02920 222227 


New Year Savings 
Special Rates 

20% OFF YOUR FIRST 
MONTH’S FEES 

for any bookings taken u 


until the end of February : 

Please check out our website 

www.staubinnurseries.co.uk 

Terms and conditions apply 


Jewellery 
stolen in 
Maesteg 
house 
burglary 


POLICE are investigating a 
house burglary at Salisbury 
Road in Maesteg between 
12:30pm and 4pm on Tuesday 
January 3 when entry was 
forced and a substantial 
amount of property taken. 

This included a cream coloured 
jewellery box, embossed in gold, 
and a beige Marks and Spencer 
jewellery box. Jewellery stolen 
included two Marquesite silver 


necklaces. One featured the ‘Star 
of David’, and the other had a 
cross with black onyx in the cen¬ 
tre. 

Two sets of pearls were also 
taken, both were contained in 
long, thin, pink coloured card¬ 
board jewellery (gift type) boxes. 

Detectives want to speak to a 
man who was seen in the area, 
who was described as white, in 
his 20s, about five feet nine inch¬ 


es tall with short dark hair. He 
was wearing a dark jacket. 

Detective Sergeant Gareth 
Morgan of Bridgend CID said: “I 
am appealing to second hand shop 
owners, should they be 
approached by anyone trying to 
sell property of this nature, or to 
anyone with relevant information, 
to come forward.” 

Contact 101 or Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111. 


Porthcawl Comprehensive School Presents 

FIDDLER 

ON THE 



Wednesday 1st - Saturday 4th February 2012 

Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl 

BOX OFFICE: 01656 815995 

After 2011 Smash Hit Production of ‘Les Miserables’, Porthcawl Comprehensive’si 
hugely talented pupils return to the Grand Pavilion for a new production 
of the traditional musical ‘Fiddler on the Roof’. The team aim to 
re-invent a classic and with the talent that continues to flourish 
at the school it must be worth a trip, for you 
and the whole family. 






With show stopping songs such as 
‘If I Were a Rich Man’, ‘Tradition’ 
and ‘Matchmaker’, the production that runs 
from the 1st to the 4th of February 2012 
will offer the Pavilion’s audiences 
a visual and musical treat. 


r 


* 


Don’t miss your chance to book tickets! 

Adults: £8 & £10 
Concessions: £6 & £8 

Available from 
the Box Office: 

01656 815 995 


jw 


Josef Weinberger Ltd 


info@staubinnurseries.co.uk 


FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 

Based on Sholem Aleichem stories by special permission of Arnold Perl 
Book by JOSEPH STEIN. Music by JERRY BOCK 
Lyrics by SHELDON HARNICK 
Produced on the New York stage by Harold Prince 
Original New York stage production directed and choreographed by 
Jerome Robbins 

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with 
JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL 

of NEW YORK 
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‘Back campaign against 
biomass power station’ 

- COUNCILLORS ARE URGED 


REGIONAL Tory 
AM Suzy Davies has 
written to every 
councillor on 

Bridgend’s 
Development 
Control Committee, 
urging them to sup¬ 
port residents 
objecting to the 
plans for a biomass 
power station at 
Coytrahen. 

Councillors are to con¬ 
sider the application 
from Morgan Credit 
Wales today (Thursday) 
with a recommendation 
from officers to approve 
the application, subject to 
a Section 106 legally 
binding agreement which 
would see the developers 
give £23,000 for high¬ 
way improvements in the 
area. 

Mrs Davies, who is a 
Welsh Conservative AM 


for south Wales west, 
said that the arguments 
put forward by LEAF - 
the Llynfi Environmental 
Action Forum - were 
“well researched and 
compelling.” 

She said that while the 
UK and Welsh govern¬ 
ments have policies to 
increase the use of sus¬ 
tainable and renewable 
energy sources, there was 
sometimes an “ill fit” 
between specific propos¬ 
als and these overall 
objectives. 

She insisted that the 
committee needs to con¬ 
sider additional recom¬ 
mendations from the 
Committee on Climate 
Change Bio-energy 
review published in 
November. 

This stated that new 
biomass plants should be 
limited in number, be 
small scale plants and 
should be combined heat 


Guide Dogs’ 
plea for more 
puppy walkers 


GUIDE Dogs 
Cymru is making a 
New Year appeal for 
volunteer puppy 
walkers in Bridgend 
and the Vale. 

They are needed for 
the full time care and 
education of guide dog 
pups from six weeks 
until approximately 12 to 
14 months of age, when 
they are returned to the 
charity to begin spe¬ 
cialised guide dog train¬ 
ing. 

Mel Wharmby, Guide 
Dogs’ puppy walking 
supervisor said: “We’re 
looking for enthusiastic 
and dedicated volunteers 
who can care for the pups 
full time because at the 
end of the day, if we 
don’t have puppy walk¬ 


ers we don’t have guide 
dogs. 

“Puppy walking is 
challenging and it’s a real 
commitment to take a 
puppy in to your home 
for a year, but with the 
support of Guide Dogs 
staff, our volunteers find 
it extremely rewarding 
and worthwhile” 

The young dogs will 
spend much of their first 
year living with the 
puppy walker volunteers 
in their home; who teach 
them basic obedience 
and get them used to a 
home environment, noise 
and bustle of towns. 

For more information 
call Guide Dogs on 0845 
371 7771 or email volun¬ 
teer® guidedogs.org.uk 
or visit 

www.guidedogs.org.uk/p 
uppywalking. 


RRYNHTT.T. (BARRY) GOLF CLUB 

AN EXTRAORDINARY 
GENERAL MEETING 

will be held at 

The Main Hall, 

(please use Bedwas Hall entrance) 

The Memorial Hall, 

Gladstone Road, Barry CF62 8NA 

On Thu 26th Jan 2012 
at 7.30pm 

Please note - proof of membership may 
be asked for. This will be a closed meeting 
and not open to the general public. 

This meeting has been called to 
vote on entering into an option 
agreement for the redevelopment 
of the course and club house. 

Please note - Junior and House members 
are not entitled to attend or vote. 

The dress code will be smart casual 


and power plants. 

She said that the appli¬ 
cants had stated that 
ideas about using the 
heat being produced at 
the plant had been looked 
into, but no use could be 
found at Coytrahen. 

She urged members to 
consider whether this 
scheme complied with 
national and local sus¬ 
tainability strategies. 

Mrs Davies stated 
there were also concerns 
about the availability of 
wood for this plant 
longer term - as although 
the Latvian Government 
had issued a tranche of 
five-year felling licences 
last year, theree was no 
guarantee these would be 
renewed because of the 
period of growth needed 
for replacement trees. 

Officers had put for¬ 
ward 34 recommenda¬ 
tions in which it was stat¬ 
ed that no work could 
begin until that particular 
matter had been agreed. 

She went on: “To grant 
full planning permission 
with so many variables 
left unclear would be 
very brave. It would be in 
order for at least some of 
these requirements to be 
met up front in order to 
ensure that both the 
applicant and residents 


have no come back were 
any problems to arise in 
the future.” 

She warned that the 
last thing the council 
needed was to be 
involved in expensive 
legal proceedings in 
future. 

She also pointed out 
that the height of the 
stacks contravened the 
council’s own EV7 plan¬ 
ning policy. 

She went on: “The 
committee might wish to 
defer any decision until 
some of these variables 
have been nailed down.” 

Mrs Davies added that 
some of the advisory 
conditions relating to 
water and drainage could 
become conditions of 
consent, as the site is 
already prone to flood 
problems. 

Mrs Davies is also 
concerned that the com¬ 
mittee is considering 
granting consent for 
wood to be transported 
by road if there’s a delay 
in the rail option becom¬ 
ing available. They have 
said that the plant could 
only operate at 50 per 
cent capacity in that case. 

But Mrs Davies, who 
is a lawyer, said that 
expecting the company 
to operate at half capaci¬ 


ty was not viable, espe¬ 
cially in view of the cap¬ 
ital outlay required to 
build the plant and pay 
for road improvements 
including a roundabout at 
the access. 

She warned that if the 
train option did not mate¬ 
rialise, residents and 
council officers had 
warned of the effect this 
would have on the roads 
serving the new plant and 
on the communities 
along them. 

“I hope members 
would not find this 
prospect acceptable,” she 
said. “I can say, being 
familiar with the logging 
traffic on the A470 in 
Powys, that no communi¬ 
ty could get used to the 
relentless relay of 22- 
tonne lorries described in 
the reports.” 

She also queried the 
timings of the proposed 
rail deliveries of wood. 

Mrs Davies added that 
the £23,000 being 
demanded by the council 
as “planning gain” was 
“deeply unambitious” 
and pointed out that there 
were two schools within 
“coughing distance” of 
the plant, which also has 
the potential to create a 
micro climate in the 
immediate area. 


Town independent 
councillor claims 
Tories are 6 apathetic 9 


A PORTHCAWL 
town councillor has 
condemned the local 
Conservative party as 
“apathetic” and “low 
energy”, and accused 
the leadership of 
“taking their voters 
for granted”. 

The last town council 
meeting of 2011 took 
place on December 8 at 
the Scout Hall in 
Woodland Avenue, part 
of a planned series of 
meetings away from the 
normal chamber, which 
is not accessible for 
wheelchair users. Out of 
10 Conservative council¬ 
lors, just two attended 
(though the Mayor was 
on civic duty). 

Independent council¬ 
lor Graham Walter, who 
represents Newton ward, 
said: “I think it’s an 
absolute disgrace that 
just two out of 10 could 
be bothered to turn up. 

“You would have 
thought that there would 
have been extra effort to 
attend as the event was 
designed to show that 
the council is keen to get 
closer to the public.” 

“It just goes to show 
the contempt with which 
they treat the electorate. 

“ The current admin¬ 
istration lacks leader¬ 
ship, is apathetic, low 
energy, negative and 
defeatist. The people of 
Porthcawl deserve bet¬ 
ter.” 

Coun Walter’s out¬ 
burst came as the most 
recent attendance figures 


for all councillors were 
available from Porthcawl 
Town Council. The sta¬ 
tistics show that only 
Coun Walter, along with 
Lib Dems Coun Norah 
Clarke and Coun Gerald 
Davies, had a 100 per 
cent attendance record. 

However, when taking 
absence due to civic 
duty into account, so 
does the Mayor, 
Conservative Coun 
Barbara Stubbs. 

Coun Walter added: 

“If you put yourself for¬ 
ward for public office 
you should make every 
effort to attend, and hon¬ 
our your commitment to 
voters. Yet the lowest 
attending political party 
overall is the party with 
control of the council, 
the Conservatives, on 
just 67 per cent possible 
attendance.” 

Conservative leader 
David Deere defended 
his party’s record, say¬ 
ing: “A lot of other 
meetings are not record¬ 
ed in the figures, ad hoc 


meetings for instance. 

It’s only full town coun¬ 
cil meetings. They also 
don’t take into account 
periods of sickness or 
holiday, as well as other 
duties. So these figures 
don’t really reflect the 
true level of attendance. 

“I feel that when it 
comes to election time, 
we will be measured on 
both our attendance at 
these meetings, but also 
our policies and success¬ 
es. The Conservatives 
established a new skate¬ 
board park that was 
opposed by the Lib 
Dems. 

“We were involved in 
£24,000 being awarded 
to a local boxing club. 
And we also were 
involved in the regenera¬ 
tion of the walkway 
along the sea front to 
Rest Bay. 

“Coun Walter wanted 
to sit in on the regenera¬ 
tion committee and 
when this was approved, 
he didn’t even turn up to 
the first meeting!” 


Robbie Burns for the 
National Eisteddfod! 


A CELEBRATION of Robbie Burns and St 
Dwynwen, the Welsh St. Valentine, will be held 
at the Old White Hart, Llantwit Major, on the 
evening of January 25, to raise funds for the 
National Eisteddfod. 

There will be a traditional meal and entertain¬ 
ment including a piper to pipe in the haggis! 

Places are limited, so please book early, or try 
your luck on the night. Admission £8. 

Contact Graham Morgan for details 01446 
485325 or enquiries® old-white-hart.co.uk 


Porthcawl men’s 
multi-marathon! 


THREE Porthcawl 
men are taking on a 
week-long marathon 
challenge next 
month. 

The trio of rugby-mad 
fundraisers are going 
180 extra miles for char¬ 
ity during this year’s Six 
Nations Rugby 

Championship - by 
attempting to run from 
Cardiff’s Millennium 
Stadium to Twickenham. 

The three men from 
Porthcawl will be joined 
by more than 30 other 
runners to complete the 
equivalent of seven 
marathons in seven days, 
reaching Twickenham 
just before the start of 
the Wales v England 
match on February 25. 

Mike Hnyda, Sean 
Whare and Darren 
Powell will be running 
the 180 miles to Twickers 
HQ in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Support, Help 
for Heroes, the Glaze 
prostate charity, and The 
Sandville Self-Help 
Centre. 

Two other friends, Ben 
Ruddle and Simon Judd, 
will be their support 
team. 

Darren said: “It 
seemed right to pick both 
local and national chari¬ 
ties. They help so many 
people in so many differ¬ 
ent ways. 

“Our last fundraising 
event raised more than 
£20,000 for Help for 
Heroes and this time we 
hope to smash that tar¬ 
get. ” 

That last event 
involved running the 
equivalent of eight 


marathons in eight days, 
starting in north Wales 
and finishing in their 
home town, Porthcawl. 

The trio are also run¬ 
ning in memory of 
Darren’s brother, Staff 
Sergeant Mark Powell, 
who was killed in Iraq in 
2007. 

Debbie Jones, 

fundraising manager for 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support in south-east 
Wales, said:” It never 
ceases to amaze me the 
lengths our supporters 
will go to raise money. 

“Everyone at 

Macmillan wishes Mike, 
Sean and Darren the best 
of luck with their 180- 
mile endeavour in sup¬ 
port of so many good 
causes. 

Mike added “We 
would like to thank the 
Welsh Rugby Union, 
their chief executive 
Roger Lewis, and Under 
Armour for their bril¬ 
liant support and for the 


use of the stadium. 

“Anyone wishing to 
join us on any part of the 
run should go to 
www. 6nations7marathon 
s.com to register their 
interest. ” 

They start their chal¬ 
lenge on February 19, 
when BBC Radio Wales 
presenter Roy Noble and 
a Welsh rugby interna¬ 
tional will see the run¬ 
ners off. 

Sean Whare said: “So 
far, training is going well 
with just a few aches and 
pains coming out after 
the longer runs. 

“By the time February 
comes, we will be 
attempting three 20-mile 
runs a week to acclima¬ 
tise our bodies to the 
task ahead. ” 

To learn more about 
the event and the chari¬ 
ties, or to sponsor the 
local runners, visit 
www. 6nations7marathon 


Lottery cash for 
clubs is welcomed 


A REGIONAL AM 
has welcomed news 
that the Big Lottery 
is to provide fund¬ 
ing for deaf clubs in 
the region. 

Deaf Access Wales 
will be assessing the 
training needs of deaf 
people attending a club 
in Bridgend to increase 
opportunities for them to 
actively participate in 
their local communities. 

Welsh Conservative 
AM Suzy Davies said: 


“As a member of the all¬ 
party deaf group at the 
Welsh Assembly, I wel¬ 
come this news. Many of 
the problems facing peo¬ 
ple with hearing difficul¬ 
ties were raised with me 
when I attended a meet¬ 
ing of the Swansea Hard 
of Hearing Club. 

“This funding, which 
will be tailored to the 
needs of each club, will 
help them develop a 
training programme and 
expand and promote 
their activities.” 





NOW 

OPEN 


Step into our world 
of peace and tranquility .. 


Aum invites you to enjoy 
her delightful authentic 
cuisine whilst absorbing 
an ambience to enhance 


15% 

OFF 

Take-way 


Lunchbox 

Special 

£5 


1 Town Hall Square, COWBRIDGE CF71 7DD 
Telephone 01446 771884 

OPEN 6 DAYS: Tues-Sat 12 noon - 2.30pm; 6pm - 11pm 
Sundays 1pm - 9pm 


any occasion 

2 Course Specials 
Lunch £9.95 

(Tuesday -Saturday) 

Sunday Lunch 
£14.95 
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‘Haven’t the council got better things 

‘Big Brother is watching 
us!’ say business owners 


GEM REPORT by 
TIM CHAPMAN 


TWO young busi¬ 
nessmen who took 
over a convenience 
store in Cowbridge 
in early December, 
claim the Vale 


Council has acted 
like ‘Big Brother’ 
in ordering them to 
remove an ‘open’ 
sign. 

Within days of taking 


over the premises in 
Eastgate, they fell foul 
of the council’s plan¬ 
ning department which 
demanded they take the 
electronic sign out of 
their window. 


Sonia and Dvante de 
Abreu of Isabella's 
Restaurant, Porthcawl, 
handing over a cheque 
for £500 to Sister 
Gwyneth Poacher for 
the Sandville Self Help 
Centre. 


A member of the 
public had complained 
that it wasn’t in keeping 
with the area and they 
were given 21 days to 
remove it. On the day 
the notice expired - 
Christmas Day - they 
took it down and reposi¬ 
tioned it approximately 
12 feet away from the 
window on panelling 
next to the till. 

Darran Gray (22) 
and Paul James (27) say 
the way the council 
acted is not proportion¬ 
ate and full of anom¬ 
alies. 

Darran said: “Four 
hundred people have 
now signed our petition 
in favour of the ‘open’ 
sign. It was important to 
us to let people know in 
the evening that we 
were trading. 

“The danger is that 
they don’t realise we 
are still open and we 
lose business. 

“I asked the council 
how far away from the 
window I could position 
it, but they wouldn’t tell 
me.” 

Darran travels from 
Llantrisant to 
Cowbridge each day, 


and Paul from Pentyrch. 
The shop is open seven 
days a week from 7am 
to 10pm and the men 
are working 120 hours a 
week to get the business 
off the ground. 

They argue that at a 
time when businesses in 
Wales are struggling, 
the council should be 
supportive. 

Prior to Christmas, in 
a lengthy statement, the 
council explained that 
the sign did not have 
consent, but in certain 
cases it allowed illumi¬ 
nated signs as long as 
they were safe and in 
keeping with an area. 

However, the state¬ 
ment went on to say: 
“The advertisement is 
considered to be a par¬ 
ticularly garish form of 
signage that is entirely 
out of keeping with this 
attractive area of 
Cowbridge, recognised 
for its architectural and 
historic value... 

“In addition to this, 
the intermittent nature 
of the sign could be a 
distraction to drivers 
using the heavily traf¬ 
ficked adjoining high¬ 
way.” 


Helping hand for Sandville 

(FROM PAGE 1) 



STAFF at Isabella’s Restaurant in 
Porthcawl took part in the Christmas Swim 
to raise money for the Sandville Self-Help 
Centre. 

It proved to be a successful enterprise, 
and a total of £500 was later handed over 
to Sister Gwyneth Poacher, who accepted it 
on behalf of the charity. 


to do with their time?’ 



ABOVE: Darran Gray is puzzled as to why Christmas trees, like 
the one at his convenience store in Eastgate, Cowbridge, are 
acceptable in the town, but not his shop’s electronic ‘OPEN’ sign. 


Darran and Paul 
point out that there are 
at least three other busi¬ 
nesses in Cowbridge 
with similar signs in 
what has been designat¬ 
ed part of the conserva¬ 
tion area. 

They say that when 
they pointed this out to 
the council, they were 
told no complaints had 
been made about other 
businesses’ signs, and 
asked whether they 
would like to object 
themselves. 

“We believe in 
smaller businesses 
looking after each 
other, so we wouldn’t 
object,” explained 
Darran. 

During the 21-day 
notice period Paul said 
the attention paid by 
the council to the shop 


was extraordinary. 

“They were driving 
past to see if we had 
taken the sign down. 

“One day they 
parked outside, some¬ 
one jumped out of a car 
and took a picture of 
the sign. 

“Later, I got a call 
saying ‘you haven’t 
taken the sign down 
yet’, but we still had a 
few days of the order 
left. It was a bit like 
‘Big Brother’ watching 
us.” 

Darran said: “It is 
alright for Christmas 
decorations the length 
of Cowbridge including 
large Christmas trees 
outside the town hall, 
and I can put up a tree 
in my shop window, but 
not this sign! 

“Haven’t the council 


got better things to do 
with their time - there 
are broken pavements 
and a lamp outside here 
hasn’t been working for 
three weeks.” 

The two men are 
considering applying 
for planning permission 
for some sort of a sign, 
but are wary of wasting 
time and money on 
something that might 
not be successful. 

They say they have 
been heartened by the 
support of the commu¬ 
nity and think it is an 
irony that while 400 
people have shown sup¬ 
port for them, the com¬ 
plaint of just one objec¬ 
tor holds sway. 

At the time of going 
to press, The GEM had 
not received a response 
from the Vale Council. 


MASSIVE SAVINGS 

IN EVERY DEPARTMENT! 


OPEN FOR OUR 

BIGGEST 

FURNITURE 

SALE 

EVER! 

Out business is constantly evolving with new 
furniture galleries, displays and ranges completing 
the first phase of our stoic refurbishment 
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ABOVE: Roger with care team members at Ty Hafan. 

MICHELIN STAR CHEF 
COOKS AT TY HAFAN 


FAMILIES and staff at Ty Hafan, the 
family hospice for young lives, had a real 
treat on New Year’s Eve when Michelin 
star chef, Roger Jones, dropped in to 


Cosmetic surgery 
open evening 


VALE HEALTH¬ 
CARE will hold a 
cosmetic surgery 
open evening, at the 
Vale Hospital, 
Hensol, on Tuesday, 
February 7 and 
Tuesday, March 13. 

It will include: breast 
augmentation, breast 
uplift, breast reduction, 
face lift, Rhinoplasty, 
Blepharoplasty, 
Abdominoplasty and all 
other procedures. 

The event at the Vale 
Hospital (just off J34 of 
the M4, 15 minutes from 
Cardiff city centre) will 
provide an opportunity to 
hear specialist consult¬ 
ant surgeons talk about 
the procedures available, 
and the kind of things to 
consider if you are think¬ 
ing about cosmetic sur¬ 
gery. 


The evening will also 
provide an exclusive 
opportunity to have a 10- 
15-minute ‘mini-consul¬ 
tation’ with one of the 
surgeons, which is com¬ 
pletely free of charge. 

This is an ideal oppor¬ 
tunity if you are thinking 
about a procedure and 
would like to find out 
more. 

To book a place at the 
event, contact Laura 
Dunning on 01443 449 
272, or email laura.dun- 
ning@vale- 
healthcare.com. 

Please advise whether 
you would like to book in 
for a mini-consultation. 

Alternatively, use our 
online ‘Make an 
Enquiry’ form at 
http: I/www.v ale-health- 
car e. com/make-an - 
enquiry/> to book your 
place at the event. 


Timberaway 

Pnvrlnn onrl Tvnn Cniaiinno ^ 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

-S’01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 



cook a fantastic lunch - with help from 
the hospice’s resident kitchen staff and 
volunteers. 

Roger, who runs The Harrow in Little 
Bedwyn in Wiltshire, became aware of Ty Hafan 
when he took part in ‘Chef’s Night Out’ at the 
Mercure Holland House Hotel last September. 

The fundraising event, organised by David 
Loosemore, the father of a little girl who uses 
the hospice, saw 17 well-known and respected 
chefs produce a wonderful three-course dinner 
for their particular table of 10 guests. 

“I was absolutely delighted when Roger con¬ 
tacted us to offer his services to the hospice over 
the Christmas period” said Frank Ady from Ty 
Hafan. 

“The lunch was really successful and the 
kitchen staff felt very honoured to be helping 
such a highly-regarded chef. 

“Needless to say the families and staff thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed the fantastic food all, of which 
had been provided by Roger himself - who was 
also assisted by Mr and Mrs Robert John, from 
Llancarfan, who were the waiter and waitress. 

“Everyone at Ty Hafan would like to thank 
them all for making the day so special” 

The menu consisted of a starter of lobster and 
scallop fish finger with crab salad or chilled 
beetroot soup, with creamed roquefort and 
caviar. 

For the main course there was a choice of fil¬ 
let of wild Cornish sea bass with truffles or 
Welsh black beef korma, with a dessert of 
chocolate dessert platter. 

For more information about Ty Hafan visit 
www.tyhafan.org 


Watch Tower was built 
when the population 
of Barry numbered 85! 


THE Watch Tower 
at the Old Harbour 
Cold Knap, was 
built cl860, 25 
years prior to the 
Barry Docks being 
built, and when the 
village of Barry had 
a population of only 
85. 

The Watch Tower a 
two-storey building con¬ 
structed from local lime¬ 
stone. It was built as a 
coastguard station, and 
housed a lifeboat, which 
was used before the 
RNLI lifeboat station 
was built at the entrance 
to Barry Docks in 1901. 

The ground floor 
extends back under the 
ground for a distance of 
approximately 12 feet. 
Originally there were 
doors on the front of the 
building with a slipway 
that went straight out to 
sea. 

This was gone. 


Following bad storms 
during the war, by 1947 
the Watch Tower slip¬ 
way was washed away. 

In 1948, Mr Jack 
Evans, on re-establishing 
the group as Sea Scouts, 
was keen to have a water 
activities base for the 
Scout troop. He gained 
Mr Reardon-Smith’s 
support to use the Watch 
Tower as headquarters 
for the boating activities 
of the 6th Barry (All 
Saints) Sea Scouts. 

Before the Scouts 
could occupy the build¬ 
ing, it had to be made 
habitable. Electricity 
was installed, but the 
major task was the 
renewal of the slipway. 

The cavernous hole 
that had been created by 
the storms was almost 
three feet deep, and the 
Scouts spent many hours 
and weeks recovering 
the concrete pieces to fill 
in the hole and transport- 


according to the OS Map hundreds of stones to 

_° r fill it On fA« rxV tHio 


of 1900, and the door¬ 
way blocked and 
replaced with a window. 

The rocket shed, 
which is behind the 
Watch Tower, was built 
for the safe storage of 
rockets, breeches, buoys 
etc. 

The Watch Tower was 
used to serve teas by the 
Luen family, until they 
built their cafe, and now 
converted to a residence. 

When Alan Reardon- 
Smith bought the White 
House, he intended to 
use the Watch Tower as 
a bathing house, but 
with the intervention of 
the war, The Watch 
Tower was used by the 
army, and left in a run¬ 
down condition. 

The Watch Tower is 
built approximately one 
foot above the highest 
sea levels, and occasion¬ 
ally, when an easterly 
gale is blowing, the 
ground floor is flooded. 


fill it. On top of this, the 
concrete was laid. 

With unlimited sand 
on the beach and cement 
bought at cost price, all 
that was left to be done 
was the mixing, and this 
was all done by hand, by 
the Scouts and parents. 

The first floor was 
used as a changing 
room, while the ground 
floor was used for stor¬ 
age of boats and kayaks 
built by the Scouts. 

The Old Harbour was 
often used for regattas, 
many for the south 
Wales Sea Scouts, and 
the officials would run 
the event from the flat 
roof of the Watch Tower. 

In 1956, the senior 
Scout section, under the 
leadership of Mr Len 
Ware, was looking for an 
independent Scout head¬ 
quarters, and the mem¬ 
bers thought that the 
Watch Tower would 
make an ideal base. 


Councils start working together 


TWO local coun¬ 
cils, the Vale and 
Bridgend County 
B orough,have 
become the first 
local authorities in 
Wales to use a 
shared internal 
audit service. 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


Gar./vR5r 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 


VMM 


The initiative is part 
of a joint working pro¬ 
gramme that will see the 
two councils working 
together in a number of 
areas. 

The programme was 
established in 2010, 
when each authority 
signed a ‘memorandum 
of understanding’ that 
outlined their commit¬ 
ment to a number of 
joint projects. 

Alan Jenkins, project 
manager at the Vale 
Council, said: “Shared 
auditing is just one 
example of how we are 
working with Bridgend 
to challenge traditional 
methods of delivering 
our services. 

“In total, there are in 
excess of 16 live proj¬ 
ects across the services 
of both councils that aim 
to deliver savings, or 
enhance services to resi¬ 
dents. 

“These new ways of 
working are a necessary 
response to the challeng¬ 
ing financial climate we 


all find ourselves in.” 

A spokeswoman said 
that the new shared 
internal audit service 
provides a number of 
benefits, including sav¬ 
ings in management 
costs, a larger pool of 
resources, savings in 
accommodation and 
travel allowances, 
increased availability of 
specialist audit 

resources, and also 
enhanced opportunities 
for career progression 
within the service. 


David MacGregor, 
assistant chief executive 
at Bridgend County 
Borough Council, said: 
“Bringing our services 
together in this way will 
help make us be more 
efficient and act as a 
blueprint for other joint 
working initiatives”. 

Other joint working 
projects being developed 
by the two authorities 
include areas such as 
civil parking enforce¬ 
ment and trading stan¬ 
dards. 


Barry Osteopathy & Pilates Clinic 

New in Barry & the Vale 

Pilates Classes 
1-2-1 Pilates sessions 
Osteopathy treatment 
Sharon - 07830 085606 

www.osteopathbarry.co.uk 


The building was ren¬ 
ovated, with a new con¬ 
crete floor being laid in 
the ground floor, and a 
concrete slab laid above 
the underground section 
to prevent the rain pene¬ 
trating. 

A water supply was 
installed, plasterboard 
ceilings installed, the 
fire place opened up, 
new doors made, a porch 
put on the outside of the 
first floor doorway, a 
stairway made from 
ground to first floor, a 
new roof installed, 
bunks built and the 
whole place immaculate¬ 
ly decorated. 

The boats and kayaks 
were relocated to the 
rocket shed, which Mr 
Reardon Smith permitted 
the group to use. 

This proved an excel¬ 
lent HQ for the seniors 
and later Venture Scouts, 
who spent many week¬ 
ends at the den, sailing 
and boating whenever 
the tides were suitable. 

The council had the 
Watch Tower recorded 
as a Grade II listed in 
1978. 

It was only after the 
early death of Mr 
Reardon Smith, that the 
legal position was estab¬ 
lished that the Watch 
Tower belonged to the 
council, having been 
taken over by compulso¬ 
ry purchase order, when 
the Barry Council were 
planning a barrage from 
Friars Point to Cold 
Knap Point. 

The new owner of the 
White House who still 
owned the rocket shed, 
was unwilling for the 
group to have the contin¬ 


ued use of the shed. A 
new agreement was 
entered into with the 
council for the use 
Watch Tower as its water 
activities centre. 

In 1999, 50 years 
after the 6th Barry 
renewed the slipway, a 
further storm under¬ 
mined it and again 
washed the slipway 
away. 

The council were 
unwilling to repair the 
slipway and the group 
were legally advised that 
they could not renew it, 
as it was not part of their 
property. 

The 6th Barry was, 
therefore, unable to con¬ 
tinue to use the building 
for boating activities, 
and in 2003 it was hand¬ 
ed back to the council. 

Since then, the build¬ 
ing has deteriorated into 
an alarming state. At the 
end of 2011, the key¬ 
stones above the south 
windows and the 
stonework at the side 
west windows had 
dropped out. The grout¬ 
ing of the stonework is 
in a very poor condition. 

It is a legal require¬ 
ment for the owner (the 
Vale Council) to be 
responsible for the main¬ 
tenance of a listed build¬ 
ing. 

This is obviously not 
being carried out, and 
although they have 
recently being trying to 
offload the building, 
having invited tenders 
for letting it. The build¬ 
ing continues to deterio¬ 
rate. 

PHILIP WALTERS 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the experts at 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
WAREHOUSE 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel. 02920 461964 
or 07702 748730 
www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 


TO LET ON LICENCE 

THE FOLLOWING GRAZING LAND IS 
AVAILABLE BY INFORMAL TENDER FROM 
APRIL 2012 UNTIL JANUARY 2013: 

• 2.58 acres opp. Manor House, Sully Road, Penarth 
•1.9 acres Sully Road, Penarth 

THE FOLLOWING MOWING LAND IS 
AVAILABLE BY INFORMAL TENDER FROM 
APRIL 2012 UNTIL SEPTEMBER 2012: 

• 53.5 acres at Tynyplancau, Hensol 

THE FOLLOWING COASTAL CONCESSIONS 
ARE AVAILABLE BY FORMAL LICENCE 
FROM 1 MARCH 2012 FOR A PERIOD UNTIL 
28 FEBRUARY 2015: 

• Combined Hot and Cold Concession - Southerndown 

• Hot Food Concession Ogmore By Sea Site 1 

• Hot Food Concession Ogmore By Sea Site 2 

• Ice Cream Concession Ogmore By Sea Site 1 

• Ice Cream Concession Ogmore By Sea Site 2 

• Combined Hot and Cold Concession - Cold Knap 

• Children’s Rides and Attractions, Barry Island 

• Bouncy Castle, Barry Island 

• Deck Chairs, Barry Island (NB:from 12/3/12 to 28/2/15) 

• Seafood, Barry Island 

Closing date for receipt of completed Tenders is 
12 NOON FRIDAY 3rd FEBRUARY 2012 

Contact: 

Sian Cornwell-Shaw, Estates Section 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council, Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU. 

Tel: 01446 709756 
Email: scornwell-shaw@ 
valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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ALERT AS RARE TURTLES 
WASHED UP ON A BEACH 


AN environmental 
group is asking Vale 
residents to look out 
for turtles that are 
being blown across 
the Atlantic by 
strong winds. 

Two of the rarest 
marine turtle species 
were washed up on a 
beach near Llantwit 
Major over the Christmas 
period. 

The warm water 
Kemp’s ridley turtles 
were reported to the 
Marine Conservation 
Society (MCS) after the 


charity urged walkers to 
report sightings of dead 
or alive turtles, after one 
was found on a beach in 
Ceredigion in December. 

The first of the recent 
strandings was spotted a 
few days after Christmas 
at Tresilian Bay near 
Llantwit Major by 
Rebecca Dwerryhouse 
who was out walking her 
dog. 

She reported the dead 
animal to MCS and then 
returned to the beach 
with her daughter in gale 
-force winds to bag up 
the turtle so it could be 


collected for post¬ 
mortem. 

The second animal 
was reported to MCS on 
January 3, by Stephen 
Williams, just a few 
yards from where 
Rebecca had found the 
first one. 

An MCS spokes¬ 
woman said: “Rebecca 
has since decided to 
patrol local beaches on a 
regular basis in the com¬ 
ing weeks in case more 
turtles are washed up. 

Dr Peter Richardson, 
the MCS biodiversity 
programme manager, 


‘Local hero’ to preach 


said: “The windy weath¬ 
er blowing onto our 
shores will have generat¬ 
ed surface currents in the 
ocean that will have 
sucked these small, 
young turtles from the 
warmer waters where 
they live, into our chilly 
seas. 

“They cannot survive 
our winter temperatures 
for long, but can some¬ 
times be rescued if 
reported in time. It’s 
essential that anyone 
finding stranded turtles 
on our shores reports 
them as soon as possi¬ 
ble.” 

In the 1980s, Kemp’s 


were on the brink of 
extinction as a result of 
hunting and egg collec¬ 
tion on the nesting 
beaches in Mexico and 
accidental capture and 
drowning in shrimp 
trawling nets fishing in 
the Gulf. 

Strict protection on the 
beaches, and the use of 
special turtle excluder 
devices in Gulf of 
Mexico shrimp fisheries 
have contributed to the 
recovery of the species 
and now thousands of 
female Kemp’s ridley 
turtles emerge to nest 
each year. 

Dr Richardson said: 


“We would ask people to 
keep their eyes peeled for 
stranded turtles. Please 
don’t throw them back in 
the sea but get them away 
from the water in a shel¬ 
tered place, preferably in 
a cardboard box out of 
draughts - stranded tur¬ 
tles can appear dead but 
may still be alive and can 
be rescued. 

“However if they have 
died they are also useful 
to us for post-mortem 
research. All the relevant 
numbers are available on 
our downloadable UK 
Turtle Code, which you 
can find on our website at 
www.mcsuk.org” 



ABOVE: The Kemp’s ridley turtle. 


THERE is the 
chance to hear a 
renowned priest 
who led the restora¬ 
tion of an historic 
Cardiff church, this 
Sunday (January 
15). 

The 10am Sunday 
service at the church of 
St Paul, Barry, will be 
taken by the Reverend 
Roy Doxsey, who for 15 
years was vicar of the 
imposing Church of St 
German, in Adamsdown, 
Cardiff. 

In fact, the connection 
between St Paul’s and St 


German’s dates back 
more than 100 years to 
when a young curate, 
Reverend David 

Weatherill, was sent to 
Barry from St German’s 
to complete the building 
of St Paul’s, 

This was, to become 
the first Anglican church 
built in the new town of 
Barry. 

Everyone is welcome 
to join the service and 
meet Father Doxsey, who 
will be accompanied by 
his equally-famous Jack 
Russell terrier, Megan! 

Father Doxsey’s wide¬ 
ly-varied life as a priest 
included serving in the 


WOOD FOR SALE 



01874 730329 
07779 730847 


Quality seasoned, part 
seasoned and kiln dried. 
Moisture content below 25%. 

Clean, effective heat. 

Local South Wales Company. 


www.justwoodfuel.co.uk 


poorest and most 
deprived parts of Africa 
and as chaplain at an 
English public school. 

Arriving in Cardiff 
some 15 years ago, he 
led the restoration of St 
German church.. 

Built in one of the 
poorest areas and 
designed by the Victorian 
architect GF Bodley, it 
has now been finally 
restored to its original 
condition. 

Father Roy served as 
chairman of the commu¬ 
nity association and as 
governor of Adamsdown 
School, and this led to 
him receiving the ‘Local 
Hero’s’ award. TE 


Tell us your news! 

Email your news 
and views to: 

gemeditorial 
@ tindlenews.co.uk 




ft 

* 


BRYN HII.L ^REDROW 

GOLF CLUB .u.m.s 


half price - 

sale 

plus up to 3 years 
interest free credit 




COME AND SEE 
OUR PLANS... 

Bryitiifl Gulf C1d>, m Mrtixrebfi * «h Redraw Hraiev imtiet 
yen ti> n pdi to nWmwn nf fmpiciK for Ac ncrmtobrn ini 
■t^rmvmctS nf the £iilf uuunc lhe inailuti uf 4 acv diiautkc 
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taut ftlialMJA Lm.J tlic* 
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I. V» tep uunc tfcM/n tints 
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mi Sudan limi Jnuin - II.Mem l> 4 l«v« 
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ScvivUry, BtyriiiU Gulf 



IMDGEND 

Wtfin Havey* 
WcBerion Retail Rati 
CF31 3TN 

111 : 016*6 769136 



b4ittomlofb4dt.co.uk 



CM on: 01446 720277 

email paMboY a hrynhibgod fcU lt.ntal 

or visit: awn linnMIluMilfcliibvu 
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Out and About with The GEM 


VALEWAYS WALKS 

TUESDAY, January 10 at 1.30pm, Bay Views. 
Meet at Penarth Barrage car park (fee payable). 



a Friday 27th January l\ 

90s & 00s 

y Michael Buble jg 

-Katie Perry—— 

^ Lady Gaga ^ 
Robbie Williams etc 

Doors open 7pm • Late Bar 
Tickets £10 (Exc Food) k' 
£15 inc food. 


★ 


ci 


FORTHCOMING TRIBUTE NIGHTS 

^ 18th February - 80 s Dance 
Movie Themes 

a Voted the UK’s No 1 lookalike 
W and soundalike acts 
24th February - ‘Penny Lane’ Beatles 
9th March - Robbie Williams 
23rd March - Peter Kay Tribute 
Tickets from £10 


s 


SUNDAY CARVERY + 

Served 12-4pm M 

Choice of 3 meats, homemade roast 
potatoes, all fresh vegetables. 

Adults £4.95 Children £2.95 

ROOM HIRE AVAILABLE 
FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 


Telephone 01446 721888 
or 07801 908353 


MERYL STREEP THE ONLY 
BRIGHT LIGHT AS LEADEN 
BIOPIC DOESN’T CLICK 


SCREEN 

TALK 


Y OU can 

sense when 
January 

conies around, cin- 
ematically-speak- 
ing, by the amount 
of quality films 
that come out on 
release; while the 
majority of the rest 
of the year sees 
remakes, rehashes 
and dumb-down 
films, the early 
part of the year 
sees those with 
Oscar hopes make 
their cinematic 
bow. 

There is nothing 
more awards-friendly 
than a biopic, and with 
Oscar magnet Meryl 
Streep in the title role, it 
makes the release of 
The Iron Lady the first 
shot in the awards war. 

It tells the story of 
how a young woman by 
the name of Margaret 
Thatcher rose up 
through the ranks of 
politics to eventually 
become Prime Minister 
and preside over a high¬ 
ly controversial reign 
that took in plenty of 
action... 




LEE MEAD 




.mm Unoc: Star oC to# WmI Irtd 
Nona* oxJ Jamph) 

and TV » Anr &marn k*Y Do', ho hand 
potto* rn a cdwclun at Iomi khjb and 
fotxjtou* h« to* ho m 


ANY OREAM WILL DO 
FALLING SUMY* YOUR SONG 
FIX YOU • SHE*IF I CAN MEAM 
ANTHEM (iron Chess) 
CLOSE EVERY DOOR 
IBEUEVE 

fm i hu m lm n «u. k 

THE BEST IS YET TO COME 

IMm tpecKjl guest 

Louise Dearman 

/Tkxtj HAcAaaj 

Sunday 19 February 5.00pm 

StDavkfsHall 029 2087 8444 

NeuaddDewiSant Mnowo*davidaK«ac«rdmco uk 

o Find «* tat www.royTcodguCOoy co uk 


The thought of a 
Margaret Thatcher 
biopic will either fill 
you with joy or make 
your blood boil with 
rage depending on your 
political leanings. 

Arguably, the most 
divisive political leader 
of the 20th century, 
Thatcher hardly seems 
the usual subject matter 
for the big screen to 
take on, though under 
the auspice of Mamma 
Mia! director Phyllida 
Lloyd and Meryl 
Streep, she is very 
much now part of cellu¬ 
loid history. 

Those hoping for a 
in-depth look at her 
reign as leader of the 
country, however, will 
need to wait another 
day, as The Iron Lady is 
less a political drama 
and more a look at the 
life of a woman battling 
against the odds to 
achieve her aims and 
goals. 

It is also a rather 
leaden film that doesn't 
really click together, 
lead performance 
notwithstanding. 

The buzz of Meryl 
Streep’s performance 
has been hard to ignore 
in the run-up to the 
release, but it is buzz 
that is wholly justified, 
the actress delivering an 
incredibly mesmerising 
turn that manages to 
avoid impersonation 
and instead focuses on 
the woman as a whole. 

Certainly, given the 
resources of films, there 


is very little point in 
praising the make-up 
that turns Streep into 
Thatcher, but it is a per¬ 
formance that comes to 
vivid life under the 
prosthetic, the vocals, 
mannerisms and person¬ 
ality all coming across 
broadly without resort¬ 
ing to stretching the 
realism of the perform¬ 
ance. 

At times you would 
be hard pressed to tell 
the difference between 
the two, and as impres¬ 
sive as it is, it’s what 
Streep manages to do to 
the character that is all 
the more wonderful - 
taking such a high-pro¬ 
file figure and making 
her feel real and, dare I 
say it, sympathetic - 
albeit almost arctic in 
temperament. 

It is a wonderful per¬ 
formance from the 
actress, but one that is 
only really matched in 
any way by Jim 
Broadbent’s Denis 
Thatcher. 

Broadbent provides 
both light humour and 
emotion as the husband 
who pops up in her 
visions, his lightness of 
touch a pleasing coun¬ 
terpoint to Streep’s 
strong focus, the actor 
wonderful in a role that 
is downgraded some¬ 
what by the script. 

While the likes of 
Olivia Coleman, 

Richard E Grant, 
Anthony Head and 
Nicholas Farrell all 
offer decent turns, 


unlike Streep you can’t 
really shake off the feel¬ 
ing that they are imper¬ 
sonating rather than 
inhabiting the characters 
of Carol Thatcher, 
Michael Heseltine, 
Geoffrey Howe and 
Airey Neave, making 
Streep’s turn all the 
more impressive. 

The film’s main fail¬ 
ings come through the 
direction and the script. 
Lloyd may have made 
Mamma Mia! a com¬ 
mercial triumph, but she 
seems ill-prepared and 
not ready to move into 
more substantial territo¬ 
ry. 

Her background as 
theatre director is all the 
more apparent here, 
shorn of sunny locales, 
as the film feels visually 
very flat and more akin 
to a stage production 
rather than a film; 

Lloyd offers little of 
any great substance to 
add to proceedings. 

Written by Abi 
Morgan, who was also 
responsible for last 
summer’s TV series The 
Hour , the story feels 
overly complicated and 
trying to be cleverer 
than it actually is. 

A smart narrative 
conceit of Thatcher 
reliving her life in flash¬ 
back becomes muddied 
and loose, while 
Morgan steers clear of 
the controversial aspects 
of her reign, something 
that makes the piece 
feel a little flimsy. 

Couple that with the 


Country park goes for 
nature reserve status 


A POPULAR coun¬ 
try park could 
become a local 
nature reserve, if 
residents support 
the idea. 

The Vale Council is 
seeking the views of the 
community on the pro¬ 
posal to declare 
Cosmeston Lakes 
Country Park, Penarth, a 
local nature reserve 
(LNR). 

It is hoped that LNR 
status, which is desig¬ 


nated under the National 
Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949, 
will help make nature 
more accessible to Vale 
residents and visitors. 

Council officers 
believe LNR status will 
help protect habitats and 
species in the 110- 
hectare former quarry 
site and help forge part¬ 
nerships between the 
council, nature conser¬ 
vation organisations and 
the community. 

The continued 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



emphasis at the park, 
which attracts more than 
200,000 visitors a year, 
will be on public access, 
education and conserva¬ 
tion. 

Cabinet member for 
leisure and tourism, 
Coun Anthony Ernest, 
said: “Cosmeston Lakes 
are managed to protect 
the natural flora and 
fauna. An LNR’s true 
value comes from mak¬ 
ing nature accessible to 
everyone. 

To let the council 
know your views, by 
March 10, email: 
cosmestonlakes @ vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk or 
write to Steve Latham, 
country parks and com¬ 
mons manager, 
Cosmeston Lakes 
Country Park, 

Lavemock Road, 
Penarth,Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

If the proposal is sup¬ 
ported, the outcome will 
be released by May 30, 
and LNR designation 
implemented in June. 


overriding sense that 
Thatcher’s big decisions 
(the sinking of the 
Belgrano, the poll tax) 
were made because she 
felt she wasn’t taken 
seriously as a woman in 
power, and you have a 
script that doesn't really 
address the meat and 
bones of the subject 
matter. 

Certainly, the aspect 
that touches the most is 
seeing a once-powerful 
woman reduced to 
being a prisoner in her 
own home due to debili¬ 
tating illness - but even 
that seems partly a way 
to gain the audience’s 
sympathy, rather than 
portray the woman on 
her own terms. 

It smacks of a missed 
opportunity to tell such 
an interesting story, but 
Lloyd and Morgan com¬ 
bine to make something 
that doesn’t really grab 
or inspire. The lack of 
political bias is appeal¬ 
ing, but fails to really 
address the true nature 
of Thatcher, and ulti¬ 
mately The Iron Lady 
becomes about Meryl 
Streep’s awe-inspiring 
turn and little else. 
VERDICT Aside 
from Meryl Streep, 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 

there is little else to 
really rave about with 
The Iron Lady. 

Certainly, the actress 
is at the top of her 
game, with a mesmeris¬ 
ing performance that 
goes well above mere 
impersonation - but the 
rest of the film misses a 
golden opportunity to 
really look at such a 
controversial person as 
Margaret Thatcher and 
her life. Average. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: W. (2008), The 
Queen (2006), 
Frost/Nixon (2008) 

SEE SCREEN TALK’S 
TOP TEN FILMS OF 
2011 ON PAGE 18! 


Want to lose those inches? 
We can show you how 

y -amBi 



j 

It’s a whole new 
experience - 
waiting for you... 

at Fontygary Park 

• Fully equipped gymnasium 

• Separate Free weights room 

• Sauna • Jacuzzi 

• Steam Room 

• 25m Heated Indoor Pool 


Call Jennie now on 

01446 710386 


Membership from 
£25 per month 

Counter/direct debit 
or great yearly deals. 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 
2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of 
Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch o fod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 

A chance to honour 
a local volunteer! 


Medal Syr T H 
Parry-Williams 

YDYCII chi’n 
adnabod rhywun 
sydd wedi gwirfod- 
doli i helpu pobl 
ifanc am flynyd- 
doedd lawer rywle 
yng Nghymru? 
Hoffech chi enwebu 
rhywun sydd wedi 
gwneud gwahani- 
aeth gwirioneddol i 
fywydau pobl yn 
eich hardal leol? 

Ydych chi’n awyddus 
i weld rhywun yn cael ei 
anrhydeddu ar Iwyfan 
Pafdiwn yr Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol am eu 
gwaith cymunedol? 

Efallai felly eich bod 


chi’n adnabod rhywun y 
dylid ei henwebu ar 
gyfer Medal Goffa Syr 
Thomas Parry-Williams 
yr Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol. 

Mae enwebiadau 
eisoes wedi agor, ac 
mae angen derbyn 
gwybodaeth am unrhyw 
un sy ’n gymwys erbyn 
diwedd Ionawr 2012. 

Bu Syr T.H.Parry- 
Williams yn gefnogwr 
brwd o ’r Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol, ac yn 
Awst 1975, yn dilyn ei 
farwolaeth ychydig 
fisoedd ynghynt, sefydl- 
wyd cronfa i goffau’i 
gyfraniad gwerthfawr i 
weithgareddau’r 
Eisteddfod. Gweinyddir 
y gronfa gan 
Ymddiriedolaeth Syr 



Thomas Parry-Williams. 

Os ydych chi ’n 
gwybod am unrhyw un 
yr hoffech eu henwebu 
ar gyfer Medal Syr T.H. 
Parry-Williams yn 2012, 
cysylltwch ag Elfed 
Roberts, Prif 
Weithredwr yr 
Eisteddfod 

Genedlaethol ar 0845 
4090 300, neu drwy 
ebostio 

gwyb @ eisteddfod, org. u 
k. Gallwch hefyd ofyn 
amffurflen enwebu 
drwy ysgrifennu at y 


Prif Weithredwr, 40 
Parc Ty Glas, Llanisien, 
Caerdydd CF14 5DU. 

Y dyddiad cau ar 
gyfer pob ffurflen enwe¬ 
bu yw 31 Ionawr 2012, 
a chyflwynir y Fedal 
mewn seremoni arben- 
nig ar Iwyfan Pafiliwn 
yr Eisteddfod yn ystod 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg a gynhelir 
o 4-11 Awst. 

Cyhoeddir enw'r 
enillydd ym mis Ebrill. 

Sir T H Parry- 
Williams Medal 
DO you know 
someone who has 
volunteered to help 
young people for 
many years some¬ 
where in Wales? 

Would you like to 
nominate someone who 
has made a real differ¬ 
ence to people’s lives 
locally? Are you keen to 
see someone honoured 
on the Pavilion stage at 
the National Eisteddfod 
for their community 
work? 

You may well know 
someone who should be 
nominated for the Sir 
Thomas Parry-Williams 
Memorial Medal at the 
National Eisteddfod. 
Nominations are already 
open, and all informa¬ 
tion needs to be 
returned by the end of 
January 2012. 

Sir TH Parry- 
Williams was a great 
supporter of the 
National Eisteddfod, 
and in August 1975, fol¬ 
lowing his death a few 
months earlier, a trust 
was set up to celebrate 
his invaluable contribu¬ 
tion to Eisteddfod activ¬ 
ities. 

The fund is adminis¬ 
tered by the Sir Thomas 
Parry-Williams Trust. 

To nominate some¬ 
one for the 2012 Sir 
Thomas Parry-Williams 
Medal, contact the 
National Eisteddfod 
chief executive Elfed 
Roberts on 0845 4090 
300 or by emailing 
gwyb @ eisteddfod.org. u 
k. 

You can also ask for 
a nomination form by 
writing to the chief 
executive at 40 Parc Ty 
Glas, Llanishen, Cardiff 
CF14 5DU. 

The closing date for 
nominations is January 
31, and the medal will 
be presented at a spe¬ 
cial ceremony on the 
Pavilion stage at the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
National Eisteddfod, 
held from August 4-11. 

The winner’s name 
will be announced in 
April. 


VoGA art show at the 
Eisteddfod gets boost 


A GROUP of Vale artists have 
been awarded £2,500 to help 
mount an exhibition at this year’s 
Welsh National Eisteddfod in 
Llandow. 

The Vale Council’s cabinet 
approved the sum for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Artists’ (VoGA) show in 
August. 

Based around the poem ‘Y Lliaws 
Sy’n Llosgi/The Multitude that is 
Burning’, by Welsh poet Menna 
Elfyn, the exhibition will showcase 
the work of 17 professional artists. 

VoGA’s project to produce new 
works for the exhibition will involve 
AS level art and graphic design stu¬ 
dents from Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School and will pro¬ 


fessionally mentor young people in 
developing arts skills alongside pro¬ 
fessional artists. 

The exhibition will also feature 
work by young people in the main 
Eisteddfod marquee. 

Cabinet member for tourism and 
leisure, Coun Anthony Ernest, said: 
“The Vale of Glamorgan Council is 
delighted to be supporting this exhibi¬ 
tion at this important event on the 
Welsh cultural calendar. 

“Over the years, VoGA have pro¬ 
vided the community with profession¬ 
al exhibitions and community arts 
workshops. They are a valid part of 
our cultural landscape.” 

For information on the Eisteddfod, 
visit: www.valeofglamorgan.gov. uk/ 
enjoying/eisteddfod_2012.aspx. 




11-12 Subway Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 736421 

Visit our website: 

KITCHENS & BEDROOMS www.crefftkitchens.co.uk 


TRANSFORM YOUR KITCHEN 

WITH REPLACEMENT DOORS AND WORKTOPS 




/ 


colourt 


N 60 
colours 
with 25 
designs 
all made 
to measure 


• Made to measure doors, any size. 

• Over 60 colours with 25 designs in mix and match. 

• Extra units available made to size to match existing 

• Worktops, sinks and appliances available. 

• FREE no obligation quotes. 

• Full Installation or supply only. 

S&wwf SmtA TiJoke fn wen 40 (feone 


Let Future Window 
Solutions add style and 
space to your home 


WE ARE SUPPLIERS and installers of quality energy efficient win¬ 
dows that make your homes warmer ? quieter, more secure and that 
are virtually maintenance free. But with Future we offer much more! 


When it comes to adding, extending or making those ever needed changes to your home 
our team of experts are always on hand. We can help you to design and change your garage 
to an extra room used for either another bedroom, room for visitors or that much needed space 
for the kids. It's remarkable what people use their garages for. Garages quickly become stor¬ 
age areas for half-empty pots of paint, lawnmowers, bikes and flat tyres. The potential of this 
dead space is often just being ignored and that can be a huge mistake - especially when you 
consider that extra living space comes at a premium! 

Company director Craig Harewood says some customers are unaware of the difference 
between an Orangery and Conservatory so we would like to take the opportunity to explain. 
With Future Orangeries coming more and more Popular offering their unique style and con¬ 
temporary look. You can design your Orangery / Conservatory whichever way you wish and 
that’s where we can help you we have a full design package which lets you see your designs 
attached to your current property before hand, which again Craigs says, helps customers who 
are unsure of the end result. 

An Orangery has a slightly different take on traditional conservatories with their brick 
pillers and lantern style roof. Orangeries offer more privacy than conservatory styles the inte¬ 
rior height provides a breathtaking focal point through which light floods in to your home. 
Todays orangeries, like conservatory styles, are generally buildings with glazed sides and 
brick or wood supports. Orangeries use less glass. Conservatory offer more of a traditional 
style roof ranging from Lean to through to double hip depending on size and style. Visit our 
website at futurewindowsolutions.co.uk or contact our team free on 0800 032 0921. 


Future 


futurewindow@btconnect.com 
www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 



Window 

Solutions?' 


EXTEND OR UTILISE THE SPACE IN YOUR HOME 
WITH YOUR LOCAL HOME IMPROVEMENT 





A rated energy efficient glass 
as standard 

• Garage conversions 

• Full design packages 
for all conversions 
and conservatories 

• Free estimates 
and quotations 
• No job too small 


All 

pictures 
are of work 
carried out by 
Future Window 
Solutions 


Extended Offer until the end 


OPEN: Monday - Friday 9am - 5| 

Open soon on Saturdays 

New Address 

(new showroom open soon) 

Unit 3C, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

Freephone: 0800 032 0921 

All credit card payments accepted. 

Find us on Facebook & follow us on twitter 

2923*1 


ALL OUR PRODUCTS COME WITH 
A 10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED 
GUARANTEE 


Neituar 























































SING-A-LONG-A 


WHOLE LOTTA LED 


*r\ 


I I*. 

Nw 

^ Ju« muur 


Friday 3 February 8.00pm 


Friday 10 February 7.30pr 
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LET THE MEMO ENTERTAIN YOU IN 2012 




MEMO FUN FOR KIDS 

THE WAY BACK HOME THE UGLY DUCKLING 

f "'itt 




IWCOMWf ■ 

NETWORK 


ThurvUf 26 jMnu«ry 


The Memo comedy club features some of the finest 
comedians on the circus treat yourself to a cabaret 
evcnng guaranteed to make you and your frencf s 
liugh out loud 1 

8.00 pm 


MATT FORDE & ALISTAIR GREEN 

Thutvday 23 Fubru^ry 8.00pm 

JOEL DOMMETT & JAMES MULLINGER 

Thursday 29 March 8.00pm 

NAZ OSMANOLGU & GRAINNE MCGUIRE 

Thursday 26 April 6.00pm 

STEVE HALL & HELEN KEEN 

Thursday 31 May 8 00pm 

DAN ANTOPOLSKI 


THE MEMO: MEMORIAL HALL &THEATRE 

Online Box-office : www.memorialhalltheatre.co.uk Tel: 01446 738622 • boxofncc@barrymemo.co.uk 

The Memo (MHT) Is a registered Charity, we us# all our earned income to support our V#nu# and our programme 
for thos# Mving locally aod beyond to us# and #nJoy We welcome you all to com# along to support, experience and #hJoy. 

f Ha M2ST4 


Hire a Special Place for a Special Day... 

CIVIL WEDDING CEREMONIES. WEDDING RECEPTIONS & PARTIES, FAMILY CELEBRATIONS & SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


The Memo offers a wide choice of competitively priced hire packages for its spaces and services to ensure you can celebrate in style. 

From grand weddings, civil ceremonies, celebrations and intimate gatherings, to christenings and private parties, the Memo 
provides on-site late licensed bars, hospitality, entertainment facilities and a car park to support and compliment all events. 

Call us to book an appointment and together we can start planning your special event. 
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In Business Update 


Social media 
marketing for 
your business 


GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


LOOKING FORWARD TO 
WHAT NEW YEAR BRINGS! 


M ake get¬ 
ting to 
grips with 
social media mar¬ 
keting the New 
Year Resolution for 
your business in 
2012. 

Having tears over 
Twitter? Fed up with 
Facebook? Not sure 
how, or why to use 
them? Come along to 
the Vale Women’s 
Business Network on 
Wednesday, January 18, 


for the answers. 

Social media expert 
Russell Davies, of 
Lobster Digital 
Marketing, will show 
you how to start using 
Twitter and Facebook to 
see some real return on 
the investment you’re 
making online, at Bar 
44, Cowbridge (6.30pm) 
£10 non-members, £5 
members. 

Please contact 
Rebecca to book: mem¬ 
bers @vwbn. org. uk 


M any 

owner 

manat 


Vale Women’s 
_ Business Network 
Make 2012 the Year you Improve 
Your Business Turnover! 

Wed 18th January 2012 

At Bar 44, Cowbridge 

6.30 - 9 pm 

Guests and non-members are most welcome! 
(Guest membership for this event is £10) 

Please email members@vwbn.org.uk to book 

_ www.vwbn.org.uk _ 


managed 
businesses are 
reviewing costs and 
many are looking 
ahead to what this 
year will bring. 

To help you plan for 
the future, BPU 
Chartered Accountants is 
offering a free review of 
your current financial 
situation to help you 
improve performance 
and reduce tax liabilities. 

Established more than 
40 years ago, BPU is a 
leading firm of inde¬ 
pendent Chartered 
Accountants, taxation 
consultants and business 
advisors based in 
Llantwit Major and 
Cardiff. 

Our expert team 
offers a wide range of 
advice, including raising 
finance, tax planning, 
funding advice, account¬ 
ancy software support 
and much more. 

To book a free 
appointment call Leah 
King or Wayne Evans 
today on 01446 796313. 


Time to plan ahead 
with PASSMORES 


L awyers 

around 
Wales and 
England are run¬ 
ning a national 
‘Make a Lasting 
Power of Attorney’ 
campaign to 
encourage all peo¬ 
ple to plan ahead to 
avoid problems if 


they later lose men¬ 
tal capacity. 

It means making a 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney (LPA) on the 
new version of the 
forms, which came into 
force in October 2009. 

A Lasting Power of 
Attorney is a legal docu¬ 
ment that enables one 
person to make decisions 
on behalf of another. 



PASSMORES 


MAKE AN 
LPA NOW 

- Can you afford not to? 


Can you imagine a situation where you or a 
member of your family is no longer able to 
make decisions? Frightening isn’t it? 

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document, that enables one person to make 
decisions on behalf of another. 

Carli Evans, a member of Solicitors for 
the Elderly is inviting you to attend a no 
obligation appointment to find out more. 

For more information please call: 

Carli Evans on 01446 721000 

or by email ce@passmores.com. 

21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8HB 


There are two types of 
LPA: financial and wel¬ 
fare. Financial LPAs 
enable a person to act on 
behalf of another if, for 
example, they are ill or 
disabled and cannot act 
for themselves. 

A welfare LPA 
enables a person to act 
on behalf of another if 
that person does not 
have the mental capacity 
to act for themselves, for 
example, in the case of a 
severe stroke. 

Without an LPA, it 
may be necessary for 
family members to apply 
to the Court of 
Protection for authority. 
This can be a distressing 
and lengthy process and 
is far more expensive 
than making an LPA. 

Once all parties have 
signed the LPA, they 
must then be registered 
with the Office of the 
Public Guardian before 
they can be used. 

Carli Evans of 
Passmores Solicitors and 
a member of Solicitors 
for the Elderly, is active¬ 
ly encouraging all peo¬ 
ple to plan ahead and 
make Lasting Powers of 
Attorneys. 

People wishing to dis¬ 
cuss their requirements 
should contact Carli 
Evans to arrange a suit¬ 
able no obligation 
appointment on 01446 
721000, or by email 
ce @passmores. com 


bpu 

I Accourr 


Do you need expert tax 
and financial advice 
to help manage and 
grow your business? 


Charlarad 

Accountant* 

We can help! 

BPU Chartered Accountants is offering a 
FREE financial review to local businesses 
that will cover the following areas: 

• Audit & Annual Accounts • Payroll 

• Business Structure • Tax Planning 

• Grant Funding • Raising Finance 

• Company Cars • VAT Schemes 

• Shareholdings • Capital Expenditure 

To book a free appointment today 

Call: 01446 796313 or 029 20734100 

BPU Chartered Accountants 
Llantwit Major & Cardiff 

www.bpuaccountants.co.uk 


Total Heating 
Solutions has 
great offers 

T OTAL HEATING SOLUTIONS is offering 
natural gas boiler installations from £1,400, 
which includes an ‘A’ rated energy efficien¬ 
cy boiler with a three to five year warranty. 

A company spokesman explained: “We also 
design and install new central heating systems for 
renovations and new builds. 

“This could include integrating renewable energy 
technologies, such as solar hot water or an air source 
heat pump with an existing system. 

“The design team at Total Heating also designs 
and installs underfloor heating and offers free advice 
and site surveys on solar pv for electricity and solar 
thermal for hot water. 

“We carry out all types of plumbing maintenance, 
and can offer a full bathroom installation, including 
tiling and plastering. We also offer discounts for 
OAPs.” 


TOTAL HEATING 
SOLUTIONS 


★ Gas Boilers 

★ Radiators 

★ Bathrooms 

★ All Plumbing 
maintenance 

★ Tiling 

★ Plastering ^ 

01446 719795 or 
070402 784191 


Looking to advertise in over 41,000 newspapers, covering Penarth to Porthcawl 
AND online? Then contact us on 01446 774484 or email gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


Happy new year 
for Vale Heritage 


IT’S customary at this time of 
year to look back on the events 
of the last 12 months; and 
much has taken place with a 
view to establishing a Vale her¬ 
itage museum to be located in 
Barry. 

Barry and the Vale are blessed not 
only with a fascinating and wide-rang¬ 
ing heritage, but also an abundance of 
groups dedicated to the research and 
preservation of this heritage. 2011 
actually saw the first donation to any 
future museum, with a Barry 
Centennial Book being posted to Barry 
Library, for inclusion in the future 
museum’s collection. 

As a group tasked with promoting 
the concept of a museum to celebrate 
this heritage, in 2011 the Vale Heritage 
Centre Coalition formulated and sub¬ 
mitted a proposal to the Barry 
Regeneration Board for the establish¬ 
ment of a small museum to be estab¬ 
lished at Barry Island. This small 
museum sought to enable the founda¬ 
tions of a governing and organising 
body for a museum to be formed. 

While the building suggested had 
already been allocated to the Barry 
Tourist Railway, the principle of estab¬ 
lishing the organisational foundations 
needed to run a museum remain funda¬ 
mental to the future creation of such a 
museum, and the group remains com- 
mited to this concept. 

Central to our bid was also the con¬ 
cept of ‘heritage hubs’ of existing her¬ 
itage activities and venues across the 
Vale. 

These should be linked where pos¬ 
sible by ‘heritage spokes’, be these 
heritage trails or heritage transport, 
such as the Barry Tourist Railway. 
This concept is crucial to spreading the 
benefits of a Barry based museum 
across the Vale. 

The VHCC bid was considered, but 
not progressed due to the need for a 
suitable building. The actual building, 
however, was secondary to the con¬ 
cepts brought before the board. 


The year 2011 also saw the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council commission con¬ 
sultants to investigate options for the 
establishment of a Vale museum, and 
the Vale Heritage Centre Coalition has 
worked with both the council and the 
consultants to try to encourage inter¬ 
ested groups and individuals to con¬ 
tribute to the research. 

A number of options were consid¬ 
ered during the ‘options appraisal’, 
ranging from providing additional sup¬ 
port to exisiting heritage groups, to 
establishing a landmark museum in 
Barry. 

A workshop was held in December, 
at which the merits of each idea were 
discussed, and the VHCC is expecting 
the council to release the final report 
early in the New Year. Based on the 
discussions at the workshop, we’re 
optimistic that the findings will sup¬ 
port the unique heritage of Barry and 
the Vale. 

The growth in heritage events in 
and around Barry will not have passed 
un-noticed during 2011. 

The Barry at War Group, for exam¬ 
ple, regularly remind people of the 
town’s wartime heritage and the group 
is currently planning a ‘Wartime 
Weekend’ in June, in partnership with 
the Barry Tourist Railway, Cardiff 
Transport Preservation Group and 
many other local historians. 

This weekend-long event seeks to 
remember the role played by Barry 
during the Second World War, and that 
of the US servicemen stationed in and 
around the town. There is also the 
Barry Festival of Transport to look for¬ 
ward to in the summer. 

Looking forward, 2012 looks set to 
be a great year for the heritage of Barry 
and the Vale, and the Vale Heritage 
Centre Coalition will continue to play 
its part towards paving the way to 
establish a museum to celebrate the 
unique heritage of this area. 

Our AGM is scheduled for April, 
and interested parties are invited to 
attend and stand for election. 

ADE PITMAN, chair 
Vale Heritage Centre Coalition 


Residents’ group meets 


A NEW residents’ 
group for Rhoose 
Point recently held 
its first meeting. 

The group, called 
‘Respect Rhoose Point 
(RRP) had an open 
meeting at the Celtic 
Way Community Centre 
in Rhoose. 

Spokesman Paul 
Humphry told The 
GEM: “The event was a 
huge success and saw 
more than 80 households 
from Rhoose Point rep¬ 
resented. 

“As well as Rhoose 
Point, other residents 
from the Rhoose area 
also attended.” 

He reported that 
Derek Evans chaired the 
meeting and an open 
forum was given to 
voice whatever concerns 
residents wanted to dis¬ 
cuss. 

One particular point 
raised, he said, was the 
Vale Council’s Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP) and it’s impact on 
Rhoose, as well as other 
issues such as beach 
cleaning and respecting 
the environment. 

A full agenda has 
been proposed for the 
next meeting and volun¬ 
teers were forthcoming 
to form the committee. 

Mr Humphry said: 
“The RRP campaign 
now has more than 130 
members on its 
Facebook group and the 
website is set to go live 
within the next few 
weeks. 


“The association aims 
to be a voice for the resi¬ 
dents on Rhoose Point, 
and also on issues direct¬ 
ly affecting Rhoose as 
an area. 

“We would like to 


thank everyone who 
attended, and all those 
who have joined the 
Facebook group, and 
look forward to being a 
real voice within Rhoose 
and the Vale.” 


Views sought 
for anti-dog 
fouling video 


VOLUNTEERS 
are needed to help 
in the production 
of a video which 
will encourage peo¬ 
ple to clean up 
after their dogs. 

Staff at the Vale 
Council are set to pro¬ 
duce an in-house film in 
January to raise aware¬ 
ness within the Vale 
about the nuisance 
caused by dog fouling. 

Although a large pro¬ 
portion of dog owners 
act responsibly, many 
still fail to clean up after 
their dogs. It is those 
people the Vale Council 
wants to reach. 

Clifford Parish, oper¬ 
ational manager for 
waste management and 
cleansing, said: “Dog 
fouling is regularly 
raised as a public con¬ 
cern, not just locally but 
nationally. The highest 
level of dog fouling is 
usually found in areas 
closest to where people 
live. 

“We’d like the public 


to tell us what bothers 
them the most about dog 
fouling; be it lack of 
bins, availability of dog 
poo bags or the need to 
crack down on irrespon¬ 
sible owners.” 

The Vale Council is 
looking for people to 
share their views on 
camera about the topic. 

Do you know any¬ 
body whose health has 
been adversely affected 
by dog excrement? Are 
you a wheelchair user or 
have to wheel a 
pushchair to navigate 
your way around dog 
fouling? Is your busi¬ 
ness or daily life 
adversely affected by 
dog fouling? Do you 
have any ideas as to 
how the problem can be 
addressed? 

The film will appear 
on the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
website and will be used 
for educational purpos¬ 
es by staff within the 
community. 
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Ladies, get ready for that ‘leap year’ ambush! 


T he 

OLYMPICS 
are coming 
to Britain, but 
Olympic years are 


noteworthy for 
more than the 
world’s greatest 
sporting extrava¬ 
ganza - they are 


WEDDING FLOWERS 

ARRANGED WITH 
CARE & FLAIR 


SPECIALISTS IN FRESH 
& SILK WEDDING FLOWERS : 

Also Fresh, Dried & Silk for All Occasions. 

For competitive prices in floristry ... , 

can at VArS FLOWERS 

28, BARRY ROAD (opposite new surgery) 

Telephone: 01446 747875 




Celebration Cakes 

• All occasions - made to order 

• Specialists in Sugar Flowers 

• Cake stand hire 

• Wedding Cakes 

• Cupcake Decorations 
and Accessories 

• Photo image transfer 

www.allisonscelebrationcakes.co.uk 
Telephone: (01446) 740377 


Call in for friendly, 
helpful advice 

7 Barry Rd, 
Cadoxton, Barry 


‘leap’ years. 

An extra date is 
added to the calendar 
every four years, and 
that falls on 
February 29. 

In Wales and 
England if a person 
is born on February 
29, they legally reach 
the age of 18 on 
February 28 of the 
relevant year. 

But for men of a 
certain dispostion - 



LEFT: Wedding day joy! 

Photograph courtesy of sianlewisphoto.com 


those with an aver¬ 
sion to walking up 
the aisle - February 



is PERSONALISED 
) WEDDING 
STATIONERY 

Eifkxnjhk xnj 

Jywuimii fktynt for ytu r iLtv 

Knigbt ?R\m 

Unit C5, Station Approach Ind. Est. 

Penarth CF64 3EE 
Tel: 029 2070 7115 
E-mail: info@knightprint.co.uk 
Website: www.knightprint.co.uk 


29 holds its own par¬ 
ticular terrors. 

British and Irish 
tradition holds that 
on that day a woman 
can surprise her 
beloved and ‘pop the 
question’. 

That tradition is 
related in an Irish 
tale that says St 
Bridget struck a deal 
with St Patrick to 
allow women to turn 
the tables on men 
who had failed to 
commit themselves to 
matrimony and make 
a proposal of mar¬ 
riage themselves. 

In striking the bar¬ 
gain, St Bridget 
demonstrated she 
was a very wise 
woman: understand¬ 
ing that some men 


are quite happy to 
jog along year after 
year without doing 
the honourable thing. 

There are men - 
and women will 
hardly be surprised 
to hear this - that are 
quite happy to boast 
about their prowess 
“in holding my girl¬ 
friend off’. 

A myriad of excus¬ 
es are used by recal¬ 
citrant men to avoid 
tying the knot - ‘why 
change something 
that is working so 
well’, ‘the wedding 
reception is too cost¬ 
ly, let’s think about it 
next year’, ‘what if 
we change over the 
years’, and so on. 

Despite the 
inevitable doom- 


mongers, who seem 
so prevalent these 
days, marriage 
remains the corner¬ 
stone of our society, 
and succeeds far 
more than it fails! 

Research also 
shows that it is great 
for men’s health. 

So ladies, show 
him no mercy, if he 
‘is the one’ - and you 
are sure - prepare 
for a February 29 
ambush! 


Sian Lewis 

~ Photo ~ 

NOW 

OPEN 

at 

107 High St, Barry 

50% off A 

with this advert 

Weddings, portraits, pets 

07967 205474 

www.sianlewisphoto.com 


FORALLYOURTRAVEL REQUIREMENTS 


WESTGATE TRAVEL E 20Years d 

Your fully independent local travel agent 

LONG HAUL PACKAGES 
TAILOR MADE HOLIDAYS 
WEDDING & HONEYMOON 
PACKAGES & CRUISING HOLIDAYS 

SPECIALISTS IN LUXURY TRAIN JOURNEYS 

ALSO: FAMILY PACKAGE HOLIDAYS 
SKIING & WINTER HOLIDAYS 
CITY BREAKS - SPECIALITY BREAKS 
UK BREAKS & HOLIDAYS 


ABTA 

90295 


em 


91 Talbot Road, TALBOT GREEN 
Pontyclun 01443 220854 


www.westgatetravel.co.uk • www.luxury-trains.co.uk 


Court Colman Manor 

Licensed for civil ceremonies and partnerships 
Exclusive use of the venue / Set in 6 acres of gardens 
30 rooms available for guests at a discounted rate including 10 
individually designed rooms with an around the world theme. 


^ > FlV • < 



r 

will 

1>IN<j 

ivm |J 

» v»n 

i 


0 Jjiww 
Tin A g 

i 


We look forward to seeing you on 

Sunday, 22nd fanuary 11 am - 4pm 




An ideal venue for family celebrations 
and corporate events 

To request a wedding brochure or book a viewing, speak to our 
Wedding Co-ordinator, Elinor Roberts. 

Please contact us to discuss your special occasions. 

Te.: 01656 720212 / Email:eperience@court-colman-manor.com 

iviviv.court-colman-manor. com 

Ladies...remember that 2012 is a leap year! 




Fonmon Castle 


A fairytale wedding 

in a Castle to call your own 

From the moment your family and friends first 
turn into the grounds of the magnificent Fonmon 
Castle they will realise that they have arrived 
somewhere very special. 

Fonmon caters for all styles of wedding cere¬ 
monies and receptions and each event is 
uniquely tailored to suit the special couple. 

The Castle with its stunning Georgian interiors 
can be used alone or with a marquee for larger 
celebrations. All wedding couples have exclusive 
use of the Castle, extensive lawns and romantic 
walled gardens throughout their day. 

The Castle welcomes guests into a warm, friend¬ 
ly atmosphere where the experienced team is on 
hand to make your day perfect. 

For further information please contact the 
Wedding Co-ordinator Claire Williams. 


Fonmon Castle 
Barry, Vale of Glamorgan 
CF62 3ZN 
Tel: 01446 710 206 
Website: www.fonmoncastle.com | 
Email: fonmon_castle@msn.com 
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LURE OF 
THAT 
EXTRA 
SPECIAL 
WEDDING 
VENUE! 

YEARS ago, wed¬ 
dings had to be con¬ 
ducted in churches 
or registry offices, 
but the scope for 
couples has 
widened. 

As you can see 
(above) Charlotte and 
Dorian Morris chose 
the picturesque sur¬ 
roundings of St 
Fagan’s Castle near 
Cardiff. 

Approved premises 
now include many 
stately homes, hotels 
and historic sites. 

The Vale and 
Bridgend has more 
than its fair share of 
picturesque venues for 
that special wedding 
location. 

The ceremonies are 
conducted by staff from 
the local registry office, 
and a list of approved 
venues is available 
from the local 
authority. 




& ifiee 

Cakes & Cupcakes 

Visit us at 

COURT COLMAN 
BRIDAL FAYRE 

Sunday, 22nd January 


Wedding and Special 
Occasion Cakes 

Commercial Street, Llantwit Major 

Call Janine Lee 07971 785847 


Slimming 
World' 

bttw&t- 


MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, 

Junction of Court Road 
& Llanover Street 
Lorraine - 01446 
407002 

Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist 
Church, Elfed Road 
Sarah - 07525 852288 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street 
Social Club 

Upstairs Function Room 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist 
Church Hall, 

Winston Road 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Llantwit Major 
4.45 & 6.45pm 

The Old School 

Wine Street 

Helen-01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 


WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne-01446 404897 

Cowbridge - 6.00pm 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
Aberthin Road 
Simone - 02920 599001 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.00pm & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

THURSDAY 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Diane- 02920 551206 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre, 
Barry 

Nia - 07793 885581 



*when you buy a 
12-week Countdown 
1-28 January 2012 


Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 

Barry - 10.15am 

St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki - 01446 740394 


0844 897 8000 * sw 

www. si mmngwcrid .com 
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Gladstone pupils’ Christmas 
shows are in great demand 




When the Welsh 
won the battle of 
Stalling Down 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 


CHRISTMAS con¬ 
certs at Gladstone 
Primary were in 
demand last term as 
the infant and junior 
children each per¬ 
formed three times to 
a full house. 

The infant produc¬ 
tion was entitled 
‘ Whoops-a-Daisy 
Angel’ - the story of a 
disorganised but lov¬ 
able angel who is cho¬ 
sen to show the way to 
Bethlehem. 

The junior produc¬ 
tion was ‘A Christmas 
Alphabet’, where each 
class chose a letter 
from the word 
‘Christmas’ and per¬ 
formed a sketch or 
song to illustrate it, 
ending with a tradi¬ 
tional Nativity scene. 

The school thanked 
parents and grandpar¬ 
ents for attending and, 
of course, the children 
for their excellent per¬ 
formances. 

NHS health 
hoard reassures... 

‘No PIP 
breast 
implants 
in Vale’ 

THE Cardiff and Vale 
University Health 
Board, reacting to 
recent reports in the 
media, has issued a 
statement to reassure 
patients who may 
have had NHS breast 
implants. 

The statement 
read: “Following 
recent media coverage 
of the Poly Implant 
Prosthese (PIP) breast 
implant issue, Cardiff 
and Vale UHB would 
like to reassure 
patients that PIP 
breast implants have 


RACHEL was 
delighted that eight 
walkers had taken 
time out from the 
stresses of 

Christmas time to 
join her on 
Christmas Eve for 
an eight-mile jour¬ 
ney in the Vale. 

They began from the 
small village of 
Y stradowen, meaning 
Owen’s Valley, where the 
parish church dedicated 
to St Owain was built in 
1867 to replace an earlier 
13th century church. 

Immediately setting 
off across fields, they 
headed towards Pen Tal- 
y-fan, where the leader 
pointed out the ringwork 
on the site of Castell 
Talyfan. 

Originally, the soil in 
the surrounding area was 
boggy with only rough 
pasture land for grazing, 
so dense woodland cov¬ 
ered most of the land¬ 
scape and the houses that 
grew up around Talyfan 
created little more than a 
hamlet. 

The Quentin family 
built the stone castle at 


Talyfan, which is situated 
on a low ridge above the 
Ely Valley, and was the 
military centre for the 
lordship that included 
seven parishes to the 
north of Cowbridge. 

The group entered 
Hensol Forest and fol¬ 
lowed tracks to the lake 
at Pysgodlyn Mawr. By 
this point, they had skid¬ 
ded across slippery 
marshland and slithered 
their way through shin- 
deep mud, but a treat lay 
in store on their morning 
break, in the shape of 
superb mulled wine from 
Liz and very welcome 
warm mince pies from 
Ann. 

The group made their 
way through the wood¬ 
land to the outskirts of 
Bonvilston through Ty- 
Isha and across to Coed 
Mynydd Coch. 

This path, which trav¬ 
erses lush woodland to 
the remains of the hill 
fort at Llanquian, had 
been impassable for 
years, but has now been 
cleared, and following 
heavy rainfall, the going 
was rather soggy. 

At the end, a new stile 
had been installed fol¬ 
lowing the leader report¬ 
ing a blocked footpath 
some weeks previously, 
and the footpath has been 
slightly diverted. 

The group emerged at 
the bottom of Stalling 
Down, which is also 
known as Bryn Owen or 
Owen’s Hill, and it was 
on the lower slopes in 
1405 that the Battle of 
Stalling Down took 
place. 

Owain Glyndwr was 
proclaimed Prince of 


Wales in 1400 and he 
immediately raised 
forces and set about 
attacking English strong¬ 
holds situated in Wales. 

In 1405, Henry IV led 
his English troops into 
Glamorgan to try and 
overcome Glyndwr. 

The English met the 
Welsh and their French 
allies at Stalling Down 
and a bloody battle 
ensued, ending in a 
Welsh victory and Henry 
was forced to retreat. 

Nearby on a mound 
stands the overgrown 
ringwork of Llanquian 
hill fort that dates back to 
the 12th century, but was 
rebuilt in stone during 
the 13th century and 
being placed on the west¬ 
ern side of a valley this 
was a natural defence. 

The group headed 
towards Whitefields 
Farm as the first shower 
of rain fell and they 
stopped under the shelter 
of some trees near a 
spring to enjoy a lunch 
break. 

Following a lane they 
almost doubled-back on 
themselves towards 
Germonds Farm, and 
reaching Prisk, the group 
turned northwest and 
headed back to 
Ystradowen across some 
challenging stiles. 

Membership advice 
can be obtained from 
Pam on 029 2021 9102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD. 


not been used at any 
of its hospitals.” 

JOINT CELEBRATION 

ON Sunday, January 22, All Saints Church, 
Victoria Square, Penarth, will mark the comple¬ 
tion of its recent interior conversion project with a 
day of celebration. 

At 10am, there will be a special service during 
which the Rt Rev Barry Morgan, Archbishop of 
Wales, will re-dedicate the building, with drinks and 
canapes served afterwards. 

At 6pm, All Saints will welcome members of other 
Penarth churches to a united service to mark the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, again followed 
by refreshments. All are welcome. 
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SCREEN TALK’S TOP FILMS OF 2011 


HE year 2011 
was another 
year that saw 
the rise of 3D in cin¬ 
emas across the 
country, The King’s 
Speech appeared to 
snaffle every award 
going and - in sad¬ 
der vein - audiences 
having to tolerate 
Martin Lawrence’s 
threequel ‘comedy’, 
Big Mommas: Like 
Father, Like Son. 

However, there were a 
raft of top films released 
in the calendar year, 
some of which were 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D704. 

• £2,000: 792090. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £1,500 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 7 5 8 1 6 0, 
667262, 108771, 534568, 
813216, 515350, 278085, 
328439, 487618, 423302, 
631166, 379615, 871656, 
743486, 324799, 832257, 
182016, 769461, 649457, 
421017. 

• £5:423892, 882159, 
605684, 801970, 803130, 
490986, 743244, 802952, 
691390, 824808, 398203, 
529531, 393874, 302008, 


lucky enough to make it 
into Screen Talk’s top 
films of 2011. So while 
an honourable mention 
goes to the likes of The 
Girl With The Dragon 
Tattoo, Moneyball, Blue 
Valentine, Bridesmaids 
and Super 8, here are the 
films that made the cut: 
10 - True Grit 
DRAWING on Charles 
Portis’s novel for inspira¬ 
tion rather than John 
Wayne’s drab 1969 
effort, the Coen brothers 
maintained their second 
wind with a western that 
celebrated the great out¬ 
doors, lawless men and 
the innocence of youth. 


449913, 218240, 725365, 
226381, 286646, 353073, 
464415, 864982, 218470, 
590868, 662284, 629311, 
967082, 887678, 902946, 
516936, 341731, 253194, 
799871, 835237, 792960, 
723851, 852397, 165152, 
836018, 144149, 183402, 
301562, 682553, 631144, 
786596, 449523, 915021, 
293029, 627096, 772040, 
799363, 142718, 627899, 
888916, 791438, 575832, 
371533, 190089, 465470, 
302258. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


With Jeff Bridges giving 
another superb turn, and 
an outstanding perform¬ 
ance from young Hailee 
Steinfeld, the brothers 
offered up a hard-hitting, 
emotional film that hit all 
the right notes. 

9 - Tinker Tailor 

Soldier Spy 

DIRECTOR Tomas 
Alfredson brought his 
own brand of Swedish 
cool to this most British 
of espionage dramas, 
whose reliance on dia¬ 
logue and characterisa¬ 
tion above any form of 
action set-piece made 
this a coldly compelling 
and dense piece of work; 
the intricacies of the 
story becoming more 
apparent the more you 
chew over them. 
Featuring a who’s who of 
British thespians, all of 
whom were excellent, 
Tinker Tailor... was a 
throwback to a more 
refined era of filmmak¬ 
ing, and was all the more 
satisfying for it. 


THE Vale 
Photographic Club 
meets at 

Ystradowen Village 
Hall at 7.15pm 
every Friday, and 
new members are 
always welcome. 

The group hosts inter¬ 
esting talks, offers 
friendly advice and a 
cup of tea. 

Forthcoming events: 


8 - Black Swan 

DARREN Aronofsky’s 
film may have threatened 
to spill over into camp 
melodrama at any 
moment, but keeping the 
film on track saw the 
director craft a truly mes¬ 
merising story abut the 
pressures of trying to 
please those around you 
without pleasing your¬ 
self. Natalie Portman, 
Mila Kunis and Vincent 
Cassell all offered out¬ 
standing turns (Portman 
landed an Oscar for her 
troubles) in a macabre 
yet hugely beguiling 
film. 

7 - We Need To Talk 
About Kevin 

BASED on Lionel 
Shriver’s novel, Lynne 
Ramsay’s film about a 
mother coping with a 
psychotic son was a 
bleak film that offered no 
easy solutions or 
answers. Driven by 
incredible performances 
from Tilda Swinton and 


January 13, an evening 
of creative photography 
with Russell Lindsay. 

January 20, 
‘Photosynthesis’ A 
dynamic presentation of 
images by Clive Haines 
and Martin Addison. 

February 2, ‘Three 
in Harmony’ with our 
own Mike Davies 
ARPS, AWPF, DPAGB. 
This years’ topics are 
‘The City’, ‘Yellow’ and 
‘Hands.’ 


Ezra Miller, Ramsay’s 
film was part horror film, 
part psychoanalysis 
which made for difficult 
and harrowing viewing. 

6 - Submarine 
WHILE it gets bonus 
points for being filmed in 
part in both Penarth and 
Barry, Richard Ayoade’s 
directorial debut, adapted 
from Joe Dunthorne’s 
novel, is a pitch perfect 
peer into the awkward¬ 
ness of adolescence, shot 
through with a visual 
style that apes French 
new wave among other 
influences, yet makes 
them wholly his own. 
With beautifully judged 
turns from leads Craig 
Roberts and Yasmin 
Paige, along with a hilar¬ 
ious small role for Paddy 
Considine, Submarine is 
a fresh and exciting piece 
of work. 

5 - Rise Of The Planet 
Of The Apes 

FOLLOWING on from 
Tim Burton’s frustrating- 
ly woeful 2001 ‘re-imag¬ 
ining’, hopes were fairly 
muted for this franchise 
prequel; yet British 
director Rupert Wyatt 
crafted an intelligent 
blockbuster that satisfied 
both the brain and the 


appetite for destruction. 
Featuring an outstanding 
‘motion capture’ from 
Andy Serkis (will the 
Academy take the bait 
and Oscar-nominate 
him?) the Rise of these 
Apes was truly a sight to 
behold. 

4 - The King's Speech 

THIS year’s all-encom¬ 
passing success, The 
King’s Speech was laud¬ 
ed to the heavens and 
deservedly so. Tom 
Hooper’s direction was 
exquisite, subtle yet not 
lacking in style or 
panache, while David 
Seidler’s script managed 
to draw away the bag¬ 
gage of deconstructing 
the royal family and 
instead concentrating on 
one man’s struggle to 
overcome his problems 
in the hour of need. 
Coupled with a raft of 
superb turns, this Speech 
was delivered impecca¬ 
bly. 

3 - Senna 

GIVEN how successful 
and high-profile big 
screen documentaries 
have become, it is per¬ 
haps hardly surprising 
that it has drawn in direc¬ 
tors from a non-docu¬ 
mentary background; as 


shown here in Asif 
Kapadia’s scintillating 
look at a motor racing 
legend, the results can be 
truly sublime. Thrilling 
for Formula 1 afficiona- 
dos and haters alike, this 
is filmmaking, documen¬ 
tary or otherwise, of the 
highest calibre. 

2 - The Artist 
THE thought that a silent 
movie would bring 
Hollywood to its knees in 
2011 would have seemed 
daft at the start of the 
year, but as the count¬ 
down to new year began 
The Artist had made 
those who had seen it fall 
in love with the beauty of 
the cinema. Michel 
Hazanavicius’ refusal to 
parody or poke fun at 
the genre meant it was all 
the more heartfelt and 
beautiful, and left you 
with a glow inside that 
only the mightiest of cin¬ 
ematic offerings can 
manage. 

1 - Drive 

IF 2011 saw a breakout 
star it was Ryan Gosling, 
and though he lit up the 
likes of Blue Valentine 
and The Ides of March, it 
was Drive that saw him 
deliver his most exhili- 
rating turn yet. With an 
80s retro vibe, and a cold 
classy feel that brought 
to mind Michael Mann, 
Nicolas Winding Refn’s 
crime thriller was by far 
the coolest offering to hit 
big screens last year, but 
with a substance that 
made it more than just a 
glossy exercise in nostal¬ 
gia. 


St Paul’s bingo night 

HAVE some fun, and come and join us 
for bingo at St Paul’s Hall, St Paul’s 
Avenue, Barry on Friday night. 

The doors open at 6:30pm, and it is eyes down at 
7:30pm. 

There will be a raffle, a hoi game, bonus ball and 
refreshments. All welcome. 



Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


PHOTO CLUB 


Panto show 

THE Llantwit Major 
Pantomime Society will 
be staging ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ at Llantwit 
Major Comprehensive 
School from February 
2-4. 

Written by Graham 
Beckwith and directed 
by Anthony Denatale, 
it’s a family friendly 
pantomime. 

Tickets on sale in the 
Llantwit Major shopping 
precinct. For further 
details visit the Llantwit 
Major Pantomime 
Society Facebook page 
o n 

www.facebook. com/grou 
ps/112069357140/ or 
email: 
chairman @ llantwitpan- 
to.co.uk. 



SCREEN 

TALK 


by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 
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Athletic Second XV 
blitz the Wanderers 


AFTER a long 
break due to bad 
weather, Christmas 
and the New Year 
it was a pleasure 
for players to take 
to the field again. 

This Second XV 
national league has 
captured the imagina¬ 
tion of players and 
spectators alike, and 
with the Athletic riding 
high at the top of the 
table, and more than 50 
players training, a 
strong performance was 
expected. 

Nevertheless it had 
been only a last-ditch 
length of the field spec¬ 
tacular that had won 
the reverse encounter 
back in September and 
the Wanderers would 
prove to be far from a 
pushover. 

In bright conditions 
but with a heavy pitch 
underfoot, Tom Cole 
scuffed the initial kick- 
out to surrender posses¬ 
sion to the home team. 
They made good use of 
the ball by driving at 
the heart of the Athletic 
defence and then 
spreading the ball wide 
at every opportunity. 

The Athletic held 
firm and at last man¬ 
aged some attacking of 
their own. A driving 
maul was pulled down 
and the Wanderers 
hooker was sent to the 
sin-bin for overzealous 
use of his boot. 

This seemed to be 
just the fillip the visi¬ 
tors needed, even 
though scrums had to 
go passive for the peri¬ 
od of the yellow card. 


GLAMORGAN WANDERERS 2NDS 
BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 2NDS 


12 

34 


A great attack down 
the right saw young 
Number 8 Sean Derrick 
just beaten to the touch 
down as he hacked 
through. The long drop¬ 
out allowed full-back 
Jonny Nation to carry 
the ball strongly. 

A series of quick 
rucks allowed scrum- 
half Aled Thomas to 
link inside to skipper 
Nathan Holman, and 
the hooker burst into 
space behind the 
defence. 

He threw a long pass 
to wing Rod Davies, 
who ran hard to the line 
before slipping an 
inside pass to the sup¬ 
porting lock Morgan 
Thomas for the opening 
try; Cole converted 
from out wide. 

Another try soon fol¬ 
lowed after the 
Wanderers were 
restored to a full com¬ 
plement. A midfield 
scrum on the home 10 
metre line allowed 
Derrick to link with 
Aled Thomas. He timed 
his pass to the onrush- 
ing Nation and a simple 
draw and give sent 
Davies in at the corner. 
This time the conver¬ 
sion was unsuccessful. 

The Athletic were 
back on the attack 
immediately as Nation 
again cut through, only 
for supporting flanker 
Callum McLeod to be 
pulled back. Cole sent 
the penalty to touch 
and McLeod’s good 


catch gave props 
Wayne Fooks and the 
returning Rod Jones a 
chance to drive for¬ 
ward. 

As the maul spun, 
out surged flanker 
Harry Griffiths to crash 
over for another score. 

The Wanderers were 
continuing to be com¬ 
petitive and robust but 
were being beaten to 
the ball by the sharper 
Athletic players. 

Globe-trotting lock 
forward Tom Penry- 
Ellis gave one of his 
usual solid displays in 
the tight, with a number 
of useful contributions 
in loose play as well. 

It was his good work 
at the break down that 
turned the ball over for 
the Athletic just on 
half-time. 

Nick Hinton carried 
the ball strongly before 
Fooks smashed his way 
forward. Quick ball 
went through the hands 
of Thomas and centre 
Chris McGrath to Mike 
Powell on the left- 
wing, and he sped out¬ 
side his man before 
stepping over in the 
corner for the bonus 
point try; Cole convert¬ 
ed magnificently from 
the touch-line. 

Glamorgan 
Wanderers started the 
second half strongly 
and camped on the line 
with a series of driving 
mauls, scrums and 
penalties that eventual¬ 
ly allowed their hard- 


Under-10 Ath team 
come out on top 


BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 
UNDER-10s v 
PENCOED UNDER-lOs 
IN the first game after the sea¬ 
sonal holidays, the Ath put 
together the performance of the 
season so far with a scintillating 
game of end to end rugby. 

Straight from the start, the Ath 
showed their intention of playing fast, 
open, 10-man rugby. 

They took the ball through many 
phases and showed great handling 
skills, with the forwards working tire¬ 
lessly to provide good ball for the 
backs. 

Ath took the lead with a great team 
try, followed shortly by another good 
try after quick recycle work. 

Pencoed worked hard to pressure 
the Ath but solid defence from every 
player held them out to give the Ath a 
10-0 lead at half time. 

The second half again saw Pencoed 
pressure the Ath defence, but again 
outstanding tackling and intelligent 
play from the backs allowed the Ath 
to clear their line with some great 
clearance kicks. 

Pencoed finally penetrated the Ath 
defence after a great run by their No 7 
to make the score 10-5. 

Ath stepped up to the challenge and 
protected their ball superbly, giving a 
great platform for the half backs to 
work from and make good yards. 

The Ath worked hard for their last 
try, which made the score 15-5 at the 
end of what was a thoroughly enjoy¬ 
able game, and a brilliant team per¬ 
formance. 

Final score: Ath under-lOs 15, 


Pencoed under-10s 5. 

GAME 2 

The Ath started the next game 
with gusto. Solid defence held 
Pencoed out and great forward 
play saw the Ath pack drive 
Pencoed back out of the danger 
area. 

Quick recycling saw Pencoed come 
close but they could not break 
through, Pencoed then threw the ball 
wide and a good run saw them take 
the lead at 0-5. 

Ath came straight back to pressure 
the Pencoed line, playing the ball 
quickly through the hands only to be 
stopped just short. 

Quick recycling saw the Ath power 
over to level the game 5-5. Again, 
they played through many phases and 
good strong running saw them take a 
10-5 lead at half time. 

Pencoed started the second half 
with some great link work and lev¬ 
elled the score 10-10. 

The Ath found another gear and 
raised their game, charging up field 
only to be stopped just short by good 
Pencoed defence. 

Hard yards by the forwards saw the 
Ath crash over to take the lead 15-10. 
The Ath pressured again and collected 
a clearance kick from the half-way 
line, and great hands and strong run¬ 
ning saw them score again to take a 
20-10 lead. 

Pencoed rose to the challenge and 
threw everything into their attacks, 
but the whole squad tackled for all 
their worth and toughed it out for a 
fantastic victory. 


working number 8 to 
crash over for an 
unconverted try. 

The Athletic made 
four changes, with 
Gareth Davies, Tom 
Goodwin, Lee Murphy 
and Jamie Doherty 
replacing Rod Davies, 
Nick Hinton, Morgan 
Thomas and Harry 
Griffiths. 

Unfortunately a cou¬ 
ple of plays later 
Doherty was replaced 
by Dean Greenslade, 
due to the former’s 
hamstring problem. 
These substitutions 
seemed to affect the 
cohesion of the Athletic 
and ball was very slow 
at coming back, despite 
sustained pressure. 

Eventually though, a 
loose kick out of 
defence by the 
Wanderers fell to 
Powell 30 metres out 
with plenty of room to 
round the hooker for a 
straightforward score 
by the speedster. 

Still the Wanderers 
carried the attack to the 
Athletic but McLeod 
seemed to have turned 
defence into attack, 
only for the flanker to 
pass straight to the 
oncoming home centre, 
who showed a clean 
pair of heels to the 
cover defence to score 
a try, converted by his 
fly-half. 

The Athletic made 
their final two substitu¬ 
tions as Sean Ellis and 
Nick Jones took to the 
field. Another loose 
kick allowed Powell to 
again make ground 
right up to the home 
line. Goodwin was just 
short but Huw Morris 
was in close support 
and drove over for the 
final score. 

This bonus point win 
stretches the Athletic’s 
lead at the top of the 
table as they travel 
away once more next 
week and look to 
avenge their home 
defeat by UWIC 
Archers. 

MARK 

DAVIES 


Last-minute victory for 
Pencoed Youth in a 
‘pulsating’ encounter 


PYLE played hosts 
to high-flying 
Pencoed Youth at 
Brynglas Fields in 
what was an enter¬ 
taining and hard- 
fought league 
game. 

Pencoed started the 
brighter. After gathering 
the ball from their kick 
off, they made good 
progress into the Pyle 22 
and a number of phases 
later found themselves 
on the Pyle five-metre 
line. 

Excellent defensive 
talking by Pyle flankers 
Daniel Forester and 
Keiran Hooper halted 
the attack and when 
Owen Thomas stole the 
ball, Pyle were able to 
clear. 

Both teams had a 
number of chances to 
score but the deadlock 
was finally broken mid¬ 
way through the half 
after Pencoed were 
awarded a scrum in the 
Pyle 22. 


Pyle Youth 

10 

Pencoed Youth 

12 


Pencoed No 8 Lloyd 
Bargery picked the ball 
up and drove at the Pyle 
defence. The ball was 
quickly recycled once he 
was tackled and moved 
swiftly through the 
hands to Rhys Thomas, 
who stepped inside 
Bradley Roberts for a 
try. 

Pyle responded by 
camping in the Pencoed 
half. A clearance kick by 
Pencoed gave Roberts 
the chance to run. He 
slipped a number of 
tackles and made good 
ground, but was bundled 
into touch just outside 
the 22. 

From the lineout, 
Owen Thomas managed 
to steal the ball again, 
and slipped the ball to 
prop Antonio Hamblin, 
who powered towards 
the line before offload¬ 
ing to hooker David 
Thomas to score by the 
posts. Rhys Ansen added 


the extra points. 

Pyle had their heads 
up and were attacking at 
every opportunity. They 
again camped in the 
Pencoed half, but 
Pencoed tackled every¬ 
thing that came their 
way. However, Pyle 
were awarded a penalty 
just inside the Pencoed 
10-metre line due to an 
infringement at a ruck 
and Ansen coolly slotted 
the ball over to end the 
half. 

The second half was a 
cagey affair, with Pyle 
running the ball at every 
opportunity and 

Pencoed using the slight 
wind advantage to pin 
Pyle in their own half. 

Pyle’s best chance 
came after another good 
run from Owen Thomas 
left an overlap. The ball 
was moved quickly 
through the hands but 
the final pass was 
knocked on by winger 


Scott Hill, with the try 
line just yards away. 

With time ticking 
away, Pencoed were 
awarded a five-metre 
scrum instead of a 22 
drop out, after Owen 
Thomas was controver¬ 
sially judged to have 
carried the ball over his 
own try line. 

From the resulting 
scrum, Bargery picked 
up and again drove at the 
Pyle line. Thomas was 
on hand to steal the ball 
in the defending tackle, 
but unfortunately Pyle 
could not secure it in the 
resulting ruck. Pencoed 
then moved the ball 
through a number of 
phases and Bargery was 
on hand to crash over for 
a try. Rhys Thomas 
added the conversion. 

This concluded the 
scoring in what was a 
pulsating game, Rhys 
Ansen was awarded Pyle 
man of the match, with 
Daniel Forester and 
Owen Thomas the other 
players of note. 

HR 


Pyle and Kenfig GC ladies 
welcome their new captain 


NOVEMBER 23 
saw the annual 
ladies’ AGM, and 
the inauguration of 
the new incoming 
lady captain, Ms 
Teri Ward. 

Teri joined Pyle seven 
years ago, having moved 
back to Wales from 
London. 

On November 26, 
Teri held her drive-in, a 
successful morning 
which kicked off her 
fundraising efforts for 
her chosen charity, the 
Motor Neurone Disease 
Association. 

Other officers of the 
committee are Alison 
Evans (lady vice-cap¬ 
tain), Elizabeth Attwood 
(immediate past lady 
captain), Margaret Wood 
(secretary), Elizabeth 
Tantum (treasurer) and 
Alison Hurry (handicap 
secretary). 

On December 21, the 
ladies section held their 


annual competition and 
Christmas lunch. 

56 ladies were invited 
to a sherry reception, 
prior to a festive meal, 
which followed nine 
holes of golf. 

About 42 ladies 
played a stableford com¬ 
petition in teams of 
three, the best two 
scores counting, plus all 
scores on the par threes. 

The winners, with 39 
points, were Alison 
Hurry, Kay Sinclair and 
Sheila John, beating the 
lady captain’s team by 
one point. 

The following prizes 
were presented: Golf 
Foundation brooch - 
Gaynor Lavelle; LGU 
Breakthrough brooch 
(September medal) - 
Mary Ellis; the best 
medal for 2011 - Mary 
Ellis; 

Holly Short received 
the trophy for the most 
improved young golfer 
for the year. 



The new Pyle and Kenfig Golf Club lady captain 
Teri Ward tees off at her drive-in ceremony. 
This year both the course is open all year 


first and second teams 
were promoted in the 
Glamorgan League after 
winning their divisions. 

Lady captain Teri 
Ward presented the 
county shields to team 
captains Sian Thomas 
and Sue Forbes. 

Pyle and Kenfig wel¬ 
comes all golfers and the 


round; contact 

www. pandkgolfclub. co. u 
k or secretary @pand¬ 
kgolfclub. co.uk. 

AE 


Pencoed under-lls big win 


LAST weekend, Pencoed under-lls trav¬ 
elled to Maesteg for the first fixture after 
the Christmas break. 

There was no signs of tiredness as the visitors 
blasted out of the blocks and dominated the play, 
with every player keen to get his hands on the ball. 

Within minutes, Pencoed went over to open the 
scoring. Back in the team after a long layoff was 
Jonathan Carr, who controlled the play majestically. 

Josh Sands and Mikey Bosley showed their 
class in the centre, breaking the gain line time after 
time and off loading to Oliver Lewis, Tom and 
Rhys Bending, who ensured go forward rugby. 

Scores just kept coming and although the pitch 
conditions got worse and running rugby became 
more difficult, the forwards took control of a very 
large Maesteg pack. 

This became the story of the second half and it 
was this style of play that pleased the coaches. 

Owain Johns, Ben Sullivan, Rhys Spurgeon and 
Ben Jones were outstanding in the ruck area, com¬ 
peting and winning the ball against much bigger 
boys. 

At the end of the first half, the game was over, at 


48-5 in Pencoed’s favour. A reorganised side took 
to the pitch at the begiming of the second half. 

Things began to get tight in the rucks as 
Maesteg, to their credit, threw everything at the vis¬ 
itors, but Pencoed relished the close quarter battle 
and Will Jervis,Tom Whittiker and Ethan Davies 
were outstanding in counter rucking. 

Conner Melish, Tyrone Harding and Dan John 
terrorised the touchline but special mention goes to 
loan Richards, who set up two tries and went over 
for a brace of his own. 

Lots of players were up for man of the match but 
just beating Will Jervis was Tyron Harding for a 
tremendous all round game of attack and defence, 
well done boys - another fantastic result. 

SQUAD 2011-2012: Rhys Bending, Thomas 
Bending, Michael Bosley, Jonathan Carr, Cael 
Chamberlain, Sam Costellow, Ethan Davies, Tyron 
Harding, William Jervis, Owain Johns, Ben Jones, 
Oliver Lewis, Connor Mellish, loan Richards, Jack 
Rowlands, Josh Sands, Rhys Spurgeon, Ben 
Sullivan,Tom Whittiker, Dan. 

MB 


Cowbridge 
unlucky 
to lose 

COWBRIDGE 
entertained league 
leaders Bryncethin 
last Saturday and 
suffered a frustrat¬ 
ing loss by 5-13. 

By common agree¬ 
ment Cowbridge did not 
deserve to lose against 
the only unbeaten team 
in the league but the old 
adage is true, you must 
take your chances when 
they come. 

Cowbridge more than 
matched their opponents 
up front, with the pack 
putting in their best per¬ 
formance of the season. 

The result was cru¬ 
cial, since a win would 
have opened up the 
league. Cowbridge have 
now slipped to fourth 
behind Ogmore Vale. 

RV/RK 
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VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


DIGITAL AERIALS FROM £50 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES ■ 0AP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS 



l st Digital 

^Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 


VALE BLINDSiwaies,L.d 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds ■■ 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


The GEM 


istimBH Iind LJd/fnIjrJS 


Barry Aerials 



Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

ftgn ^ « Poor Reception Fixed 
^ C * OAP Discounts 

* Additional TV Points 

< Digital Aerial Installations 

< Free Home Visits 
© Freesat Installations 




REASONS 


BLINDS 

'for £99 


1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 



Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 

01656 858 143 

CARDIFF 

02921 155009 

LLANTRISANT 

01443 237753 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 


Freephone: 

0500 295192 


inrr-ices 


Perfect Fit 
Conservatory Blinds 

Pleated 

Venetian Blinds 

Roman Blinds 

Roller Blinds 

Vertical Blinds 

Wooden Blinds 


Made in Wales Proud to be Welsh 0neoffer ^ l ™ c,ed ta9K 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


Tfe h<3\?M IMaon 

iDM\ mm .id 

* Digital Aerials 

o * Repairs & Upgrades 
t-V'! fcj * Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 

* Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 






MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

• 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


WELSH 

LIME WORKS 


NATURE AND 
TRADITION 


/ Lime Render 
/ Lime Plaster 
/ Lime Pointing 
/ Lime Wash 

Tel: 01443 405250 

info@welshlimeworks.com 


Are you planning Property 
Maintenance for 2012? 

• General Repairs & Building Work 

• Kitchen & Bathroom Installation 

• Plumbing 'Tiling • Carpentry • Guttering 

• Burst pipe callout from £40 





No Job 
Too Small! 


Freephone: 0800 612 2806 Mobile: 07927 652 620 

Email: nia@fernpropertydevelopment.com 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


Robin Jones 
Builder 


30 years Experience^ 

ALLPROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

« Fencing _ 


01446 402830 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PRO BLEM S 




H 

| 01446 420784 • 07970 642537 






01446 774484 




5W7©©[f)3 


Qear$)o& > 

ftwmyfixf i ' 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 

google me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 


CARPENTRY 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 
E st. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 
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1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

wmmm 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

J cry«tol-ftU 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 



HD Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

■ Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


* Septic Tank * 
'Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


VALE CARPETS 

*7de (Zcvifret Sdofc 
t/uzt corner to you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 



GUTTER CLEANING 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
VEKA member is. recommended T 


by Steve Davis 

& 0 


0% FINANCE 


FREE j| 

VERTICAL BLINDS j 

Offer only with this voucher ,<■ 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices you can’t afford to miss! 



a 


INSTAL 

ELECTRIC 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Testing & Inspection 

* Fault Finding' Installations 

* Maintenance * Repairs 


Limited Offer: 


Fuse Board 


Replacement 


- £349 in VAT 



01446421072 
07816 091425 


NAHT 


GJ2» 


www.mpnwmdows.com 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


/ RE* -IT 

^ (Established Family Business) 






Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STADRE 

PAINTING & 


»j AX*] 111 [ 



» INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 
•QUALITY WORK 

• COMPETITIVE RATES 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 




T3MT1 


■ Washing Machines Electric 
J Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
o' Bridgend 659354 £! 07974 120082 


ISM PA//V77M? 
A/VP t?£G0fiA77/V<? 

© JOHN CLISSETT ,- 

Free Expert Advice 

Phone: 01446 750625 
Mobile: 07980 691584 1 

Email: john.thepainter@hotmail.co.uk 


07791 752532 
01656 728157 


/STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 

Fora a Internal 

Free & External 

Quote... W Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 

J^~01446 795520 
^ 07891 768151/ ^ 




HOME 
MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing, Carpentry, 
Tiling, Painting, Locks, 
Catches, Flatpacks, 
Outdoor Pressure 
Cleaning. 

Free Quotes - Low Costs 

07769 874668 
01446 711008 


Home & Garden Care 

Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^Domestic and 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ Commercial 
* UPVC Soffits, Fascias ft Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


Mil I PAINTING & 

I i \ m I DECORATING 
Ip^^USERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 
Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 
All insurance work. 
Carpet Cleaning 
available. 

FULLY INSURED 
01446 772702 
07505 979078 
Weekend calls welcome 
www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Domestic 
I Installer 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

■REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 




HM Garden Sendees 

ESTABLISHED 2000 

• FENCING Repaired, Replaced, Renewed 

• HEDGES TRIMMED 

• TREES & SHRUBS PRUNED 

• FENCING • LAWNS • POWER WASHING 

• FREE QUOTES 

Call Mike on 01446 401424 


Uorticuttun 


8k, 


SALES - SERVICE - REPAIRS - SPARES 

I Jlft* • AOf-OWS C*AJ*ft4W? 

SrmWIFR* * 4ftflD 04ROM 4CCWSOWS 

WINTER SERVICE SPECIALS 

Rlag tor cJvmU 

Moit makes tomcad and repaired 

Vfttft Buimu Park 
Cowbridge CF71 7PF fJ 

Tali 01446 775602 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


WINTER STORMS 

Fence down or damaged? 

Replacement posts, panels, boards and all pressure 
treated timber fence components, available ex-stock from 

Forest Products Ltd 

Crossways Estate, Llantwit Major Road, 
COWBRIDGE. Tel: 01446 773399 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm; Saturday 9am-12 noon. 


Lomplete Garrlpn Services; 

HMOMt] • UTKIMi • IRH s fiUJUX > 

AS[> LAMMS • ftALU. KTHS ANl> KlKlS 

Tclrpbiim*: 01446 4I942M 
or 07785 611753 



n 


|T) GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 

L SERVICES 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


ihe 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


PLAN YOUR 2012 MARKETING 
CAMPAIGN WITH 

The GEM 
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ITAYWARM 'plumbing 


All Plumbing , Heating & Gas Services 


Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 


[H] ®m 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


Servicing & landlord certified boiler changes & upgrades 

Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 
302 /] Leaking/Burst Pipes 

m Tel. 02920 881358 

*lf Mob. 07794 335053 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



T7 


01446 

794266 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing 

• LPG Specialists 230141 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, IV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical — 1 
07876 506982 &BB 
01446 740176 53440 




1 P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING A 


dCftmbmff 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

L*i Dm w 

m 0M4* At If 71 

imm **>*#» 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns a^KM 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01446 790127 07719 605526 

MUk gum^ >LH AUUUOI\M.t 


q u Plumbing & Heating 

fl 1Tm 01446 735 681 or 07815 0 97 994 24hrs 

Combination Boiler Specialist 
| " Annual Boiler Service only £40^ 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 
Tel. 07915 390029 




• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www. veyro .co.uk 


M f Plastering 
Services 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 

flam u viiJ @©c 



Driving School Ltd 

* Lessons from £9.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

* One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


First 3 hours 
from £30 
First lO hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 

01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 794279 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 
www.discountvanman.co.uk 




Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm \ 

REMOVE RECYCL 
— 


Saturday 
8am - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 




Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


100% Wood/Stone/Soil 


2 yard £79 

3 yard £89 

4 yard £99 

6 yard £119 

8 yard £149 

14 yard £189 

Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 

SUTT0NS 
Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 

ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 

£170 minimum 
up to £20 y 000 

Cash on collection 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


THE 

GEM 

WORKS 

£100 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 

Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 

No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 

08453 047117/07785 943145 




Avoid the cell - 

USE A&L! 


YVA 




ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 




We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


MINI. MIDI & LARGE 
BUILDERS SKIPS 

Delivered and Collected 

* \ Discount 
Xf ONLY on 
hardcore skips 

WASTE 
COLLECTIONS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading 
Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF 

Tel: 01446 421072 



ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


BEST CUSP FRICiS 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


The uftavl 

Reaching the people 
from Penarth 
to Porthcawl 


Many of our 
advertisers 
have used The 
GEM for years. 
This speaks 
volumes. 
Some are 
lucky enough 
to have a 
great response 
by placing just 
one advert, 
but series 
advertising 
reaps regular 
business... 


"YOU 
HAVE TO 
BE IN IT 
TO WIN 
IT" 

Call 

now: 

01446 

774484 
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MARTIN 

Jean 

Peacefully on January 3rd at her home in St Athan, 
Jean, beloved wife of the late Ted, dearly loved 
mother of Steve, Jill, Jan, Lin and Sam, Nana of 
Ben, Louise and Amelia. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday January 17, service 1.45pm at 
St Athan Church followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend at 3.15pm. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu if desired to 
Parkinsons Disease Society or Red Cross, both 
c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


STEWART 

Joyce 

Suddenly on the 4th January 2012, 
Joyce, of Llantwit Major. 

Beloved wife of Eddie and a dearly loved mother, 
grandmother and foster mother. 

Resting at W.A.Brown & Son,College St, 
Llantwit Major until the funeral service 
in Coychurch Crematorium on 
Tuesday 17th January at 2.45 p.m. 

Family flowers only but donations may be 
made to Dogs Trust (cheques only please) 
c/o the Funeral Director. 


BRYCE 

Ian Kinloch 

Aged 89 years. 

Died, peacefully, on December 11th, in the Heath Hospital, 
Cardiff. Special thanks to Dr Thomas and his team. 

Ian was the beloved husband of Brenda, deceased, then of 
Susan, loving father of Peta, Charles, Andrew and Fiona, 
grandfather of Joanna, Scarlet, Buster, Amelie and Elise 
and great-grandfather of Harry. 

Memorial service in St John’s Church, Llanblethian, 
Cowbridge, on Saturday, 17th March at 2.00 pm. 


FULLER 

Frances Caroline (Fran) 

Peacefully at University Hospital of Wales, 
Cardiff on January 4th. 

Fran, formerly of Barry Road, Barry. Dearly beloved wife 
of the late Dick. Much loved mother of Dave, mother-in- 
law of Anne, adored nan of Jason, Toby, Ceri, Abigail 
and Alex. Great-nan of Sam, Rebecca and Charlie. 
Resting at A G Adams and Son, Tynewydd Funeral 
Home, Gladstone Road, Barry, until her service and 
committal at the Vale of Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Barry on Friday, January 13th at 12.45pm. 

Family flowers only but donations if desired 
to Diabetes UK. 


POWELL 

Catherine Mary 

Peacefully on January 8th at her home in Llantwit 
Major, Catherine Mary (Mari) loving sister of the late 
Rod and sister-in-law of Lavinia, much loved aunt 
of Jane, Mary and David. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday January 16th, 
service 1.45pm at St James Church, Wick followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 
3.15pm. No flowers by request, donations in lieu if 
desired to Marie Curie Cancer Care or The Stroke 
Association, both c/o Mrs C James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


FARMER 

Olive 

Peacefully on January 9th at Barry Community Hospital, 
Olive - Devoted wife of the late Richard (Jack). Beloved 
mam of Richard, Thelma, Ken, Gillian and Julie. 
Cherished Nan and Great Nan to all her grandchildren. 
She will be dearly missed by all who loved and knew her 
Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 

7 Tynewydd Road, until a Celebration service of her life 
at Gwenog Court, Cwm Talwg, Barry on Wednesday 
18th January at 11.30am followed by committal at Barry 
Cemetery. Rowers may be sent to Gwenog Court, Cwm 
Talwg. Funeral arrangements entrusted to 
Lyndsay J Ellis at Park Funerals 01446 421212. 


APPS, Eira 

The family of the late Eira Apps would like to thank 
all those who attended her funeral service at 
Salem Baptist Church on the 30th December. 
Particular thanks to Rev Clive Jones for leading 
the service and Mrs Betty Painter, a lifelong friend, 
who was die organist. 

Many thanks also for the generous donations 
in aid of The Baptist Missionary Society. 


Jayne & David Jones 

are pleased to announce the 

rtpngagement 

of their daughter 

SAMANTHA 

to 

PAUL 

Love and best wishes 
to you both XXX 

£323201] lAHWJloa 


In loving memory of 

THOMAS K FARMAN 

31 . 07.25 - 14 . 01.09 

To my darling husband. 

Many times I have missed you. 

A million times I have cried. 

If love could have saved you, 
you ’d still be by my side. 

Your ever loving wife 
Gwyneth 




W. A. Brown & Son 
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ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. 
VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer simply 
either send in your description 
along with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or tele¬ 
phone us with your wording by 
12 noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land line 
telephone number. You may 
alter your advert as items are 
sold. Sorry no refunds are 
given. 


12 piece 
DISHWASHER 

Smeg. 
Never used. 

£125 ono 
01446 742421 


2 x High/Low 
SLEEPER 
BEDS 
£75 each 
or 2 for £100 
01446 407192 


Bosch Classixx 

Fridge/Freezer 

165x60x62 cm 
4 years old 

Good working condition 

£80 

01446 793484 


Italian Leather 

3 Piece Suite 

Chocolate Brown 

Brand new unwanted gift. 
Still wrapped. Cost £1,250. 

Accept £430 

Can deliver. 

Tel: 07733 026407* 


Adjustable, 
reclining 
SINGLE BED 

Electronically 
controlled, immaculate 
condition. 

£175 ono 
07878 434970 


36” Sky 
Slimline TV 
£100 

2 seater leather 

Sofa 

Brown, new 

£200 

01656 890489 


Cramer 

UPRIGHT 

PIANO 

No longer used. 
Free to good home. 
Need to collect. 

01446 774532 


Centaur 4600XS 
Mobility Scooter 

with lights, very good 
condition, regularly 
serviced. 

£450 ono 

01446 710901 


CARTIER PASHA 

Sea Timer Ladies 
White Strap 

WATCH 

Cost £2,700 

Sell £2,200 

(Brand new unused) 


Dining Table 
& 4 Chairs 

Suitable kitchen/conservatory, 
white french painted, Italian 
tiles insert. 

£110 

01656 656041 


DISTRIBUTORS 
REQUIRED 

Across the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
delivering The GEM 

Contact 
01202 
670999 



FOUND 

High Meadow, 
Llantwit Major 

Parka-Style 

Jacket 

Tel: 01446 793927 


FOUND 

Gladstone Road, 
Barry 

Kitten 

Black, very gentle. 

Tel: 07828 000109 




LLANDOUGH 

Penlan Road, Cardiff 

Very large, traditional 
3-bed semi. 
Immaculate throughout. 
Bargain £249,950 
Part ex possible up or down. 
Office 01254 265550 
Anytime 0792 479418 


ROOM TO LET 

in 3 bed house 

BARRY 

Close to Town Centre 

NoDSS 

Bond and References 
required 

£400 pcm (all inc of bills) 

Tel. 07824 333401 


2010 Mini One 

Minimalist 

Black 1.6. Manufacturer 
fitted John Cooper Sports 
Body kit and alloy wheels, 
18,000 miles, excellent 
condition. 

£10,500 
07989 409589 , 


04 Vauxhall 
Zafira 1.6 Life 

7 seater, metallic blue, 80,000 
miles, MoT Aug 2012, 
Service history, a/c, power 
steering, e/w, price to sell. 

£1,995 

01446 421147 
07900 920460 2/3 


51 

Peugeot 106 

Blue, excellent 
condition, tax May 
2012, MoT Oct 2012. 

£995 ono 
07903 152837 


02 

Peugeot 206 

1400 engine, 
silver/blue, MoT 
August 2012, 85,000 
miles, clean & reliable 

£1,300 ono 

01656 722475 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (General 
Development Procedure) Order 1995 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area / 

Datblygu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 

Ardal Gadwraeth 


2011/01248/FUL 

Construction of 21 dwellings and all associated works. 
Former Lower School, Town Mill Road, Cowbridge 

Cowbridge 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cyn nig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2011/01251/FUL 

Retention of replacement shop front 
9A, Royal Buildings, Victoria Road, Penarth 

Penarth 


2011/01279/FUL 

Replacement of timber sash windows with UPVC sash 
windows 

6, Victoria Avenue, Penarth 
Penarth 


2011/01299/FUL 

Demolition of part of existing building and construction of 
16 apartments (amendments to consented scheme) 
Llantwit Major Social Club, Beach Road, Llantwit Major 


Llantwit Major 


Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestrediq 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2011/01232/LBC 

Alterations to summerhouse adjacent to northern 
boundary of rear garden 
The Three Tuns, St. Nicholas 

Grade II 


2011/01236/LBC 

Change of use of redundant barns to residential property 
West Farm, West Street, Llantwit Major 


Grade I 


Application No:/Rhif y cais: 2011/01275/LBC 

Proposak/Cynnig: Installation of two 300mm diameter communications 

dishes pole mounted to rear wall of clock tower, plus 
cable runs into the building 
Docks Office, Subway Road, Barry 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


Grade I 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

2011/01244/FUL 
Retention of boiler flue 

Springbank Nursing Home, College Road, Barry 


Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 


Affecting both Springbank Nursing Home and Vale 
Resource Center (Former Polytechnic of Wales) both 
Grade II 

A pplication(s) of General Interest / 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 

2011/01248/FUL 

Construction of 21 dwellings and all associated works. 
Former Lower School, Town Mill Road, Cowbridge 


2011/01299/FUL 

Demolition of part of existing building and construction of 
16 apartments (amendments to consented scheme) 
Llantwit Major Social Club, Beach Road, Llantwit Major 


May affect a Public Right of Way / 

Gall effeithio ar Hawl Tramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2011/01216/FUL 

Proposak/Cynnig: Barn conversion to provide an annexe to the original resi¬ 

dential dwelling 

Location:/Lleoliad: Ty Draw Barn, St. Andrews Major 


Departure from Development Plan / 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblygu 

2011/01259/OUT 

Sustainable Family Self Care Accommodation - New 
Castle Lodge, Hensol Villas CF72 8JZ 
Hensol Villas, Hensol, Pontyclun 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or via 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir isod, neu drwy 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 12th January, 2012 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning, Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


barry-today.co.u k 
cowbridge-today.co. 
I lantwit-major-today. 
porthcawl-today.co. 
bridgend-today.co 
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The Rower a* Dreams 



YOUR HONDA, YOUR WAY. 


e BASSETTS HONDA 

Tremains Road, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CF311TZ- Call 01656 662999 or visit wwwixauefts-htonda.ca.uk 

Fuel consumption figures for Honda range m mpg (t/IOOkm): Urban Cycle 23.2 - 614 (12.2 • 4.6), 

Eitra Urban 40.4 • 67 3 (7.0 - 4.2X Confined 32 5 - 64 2 (8.7 • 4.4). CO» omissions: 201 - 101 g/km. 



Enjoy the freedom of a brand new 
Honda from no advance payment 


But as this is Honda It doesn't stop there. 
Special advance payment offers are 
available tor Motabdity customers, with 
more as standard across all our models 

Rop in and see us and we'll explatn 
the scheme and help you take full 
advantage of your allowance. 


Your ccai Honda V*crti£»it> Dwisrs2«p: 

U BASSETTS HONDA ~roma*ns Road. Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CF311TZ. 
■ Cafl 01656 662999 or viwt wwwbassetts honda.co.La 


HONDA 


-s* 



Motability 

Get a brand new car with breakdown 
cover and insurance included. 

For more information visit or call 


Fuel consumption figures for the Honda range in mpg (1/lOOkm): Urban 22.2 - 61.4 (12.7 - 4.6), Extra Urban 40.4 - 67.3 (7.0 - 4.2), Combined 31.0 - 64.2 
(9.1 - 4.4). CO, emissions: 215 • 101 g/km. Mod** Sho.n 4 Advanced r«|mMil Of Mm: Hi m .but *3hVt{. S AC CW on T7YM Dvr. 1 4 V TEC SI CdW* on h«fl *1 !1 S* 
AM atm am coma, d he me of getog to phi Mends ft/IQ nmervm ihe n/f to crenge \tm cher M «r> ane Mode* *4*0 to J*a4atatp Amur dna jaM ofcto on hoqjwI Thf tocett* 

utfcned lor IfM »•* ci (pom. 11 m uiwnu * xndrfM ID nft.*j«vttu ol re Fill* MiCaff Cutui.'urI J If* Oevrfafy UtMwm* u* VAr Wi£4f' To (pWy 

%r fNa etto* you mm be «i runefrt al * iremr c* *2 •nenhe Vvtj frr qpptaicvti brrfwn Mt 7912 to 31*1 M*rh 201? to MHataBv C twto e Lrrteri fto ywveci r s-rrymi 

Na I37387R. Cty Goto House. 22 Bouheo* Brogc Rood London SE*< 9-6 Plunder 4 Honda Mono Europe Limned rrxJhg at Krdi fUKj a 470 Lcndon Raid Slough Borspeu 5L3 8GY., 
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TAE KWON DO SCHOOL’S 
AWARDS PRESENTATION 



Pictured with club instructor Ron Thomas and Coach Jamie Halford are: 
Thomas Haysham, Matthew Bennett, Morganne Gomez Jones, Bradley Halford, 
Ollie Tipples, Cameron Williams, Cody Jacobsen, dan Allen and Shannon Haysham. 


CADOXTON School of Tae 
Kwon Do held its presenta¬ 
tion night at Market Street 
social club. 

The school has had a very suc- 


Shannon Haysham. 


Thomas Haysham received the 


Perseverance award went to Star Student award and Morganne 
Ollie Tipples and the Indomitable Gomez Jones took the Charles 
Spirit trophy went to Cameron Ames award. 


Williams. 

Competitor of the year was 


The evening continued into the 
night with a disco and buffet with 


cesstul year on and ott the compe- Matthew Bennett and the evervone eniovine the Christmas 
tition mats, with several students Cadoxton student of 2011 went to e e joy g t e C st as 

winning world and British titles Bradley Halford. P „ , , 

and Welsh grand championships, Two special trophies are award- Ron arid Eev Thomas would 
along with new 1st, 2nd and 4th ed each year, the Michael ‘^ e t0 thank all the club parents 


degree black belts. 


Conibear Star Student award. 


Best beginner went to Cody donated to the club by his mother, 
Jacobsen and the student with the Mrs Pauline Conibear, and the 
most potential was Cian Allen. 


for their support and fundraising 
throughout the year. 

For more information tele- 
Perseverance phone Barry (01446) 406372 or 


Charles Ames 

The most improved boy and award, donated by supporters of Colcot 07557 340625. 
girl went to Thomas Shivers and the club. 


RT 


Barry Town on song 
after Christmas break 


BARRY Town came into 
last weekend’s Welsh 
League match against 
Swansea’s West End after 
an extended Christmas 
break since the first week 
of December, when a late 
equaliser against Goytre 
United earned Barry a 
point. 

It was hoped that Barry’s 
improved league form wouldn’t 
have been bogged down by 
Christmas turkey. 

However, if there ever was a 
team which was looking for¬ 
ward to the break, it was West 
End. Having had a terrific start 
to the season (the home loss 
against Barry Town aside), 
West End were on a bad run of 
results up until Christmas. 

Despite this, they remained 
in fourth position in the league 
when the two teams kicked off 
on Saturday. 

In truth, the football wasn’t 


WELSH LEAGUE DIVISION ONE, 
BARRY TOWN 3 WEST END 1 


exactly spectacular in the first 
half, and as has been customary 
this season, Barry fell behind to 
a goal from the opposition 
against the run of play. At least 
it wasn’t a 93rd minute goal, as 
in the last match at Jenner 
Park, and there was time to rec¬ 
tify the situation. In the end, the 
game was won at a canter. 

Firstly, Anthony ‘TJ’ Nagi 
got the equaliser, followed by 
Ryan Jenkins with a beautiful 
goal, and then the afternoon 
was rounded off with the third 
goal by Josh Bell. 

With more fortune, Barry 
could have easily scored a 
fourth, if not a fifth, goal by the 
end of the match, but the even¬ 
tual 3-1 victory was still an 
impressive result for the home 
team. 

It was Barry Town’s best 
league victory of the season in a 


run that has seen three wins 
and two draws in the last five 
league games. The game was 
watched by ex-Barry Town and 
Cardiff City player, Lee 
Jarman. 

Jarman was at the ground in 
his position as current manager 
of Aberaman Athletic - Barry 
Town's next opposition on 
Saturday at Aberaman. 
Aberaman have had a poor sea¬ 
son so far and find themselves 
third from bottom in the league. 

Barry fans unable to get to 
the match in person are able to 
follow a ‘live feed’ of updates 
via the Twitter account of 
@BarryTownSC. On Saturday, 
January 21 they entertain Ton 
Pentre at Jenner Park, a fixture 
which has been entertaining 
Barry fans for 100 years. 


CAR HIRE FROM 1 
£38 PER DAY! | 

■LAN DOW 

• Ford Roita 

• Ford Focus 


• Ford Focus tk ^ 4 

• Ford S W«. 

• emtvw 

Transporter 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

ia/icki° ,656 i 

•Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

• Van MOT Preparation 

• Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 

Fufl dotaris aualafcla on our «rafcsJta 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF7I 7PB 


Ath under-lls survive 
tough home encounter 


BRIDGEND Athletic under-lls started 
2012 with a tough home fixture against 
Tondu. 

Tondu got the game underway but the Ath start¬ 
ed well with some great attacking moves, pressuris¬ 
ing the Tondu defence. 

Good hands from the Ath created space at times 
but the Tondu defence stood firm. Tondu mounted 
several attacks before the break but were unable to 
force their way over to score. 

With the half time score 0-0, both sides started 
well in the second half. As in the first half, both 
teams showed some good attacking play but neither 
side could break the deadlock. 

Both teams defended well until the final whistle, 
leaving the score Bridgend Ath 0 Tondu 0. 

Game two saw the Ath change several players. 
Tondu kicked off and the Ath mounted some good 
early attacks. 

Some swift handling from the Ath saw the ball 
make its way out to Sion Vigus, who went over to 
score the opening try of the game. Kasari Mehta 
converted to make it 7-0 to the Ath. 

Both teams made some good breaks towards the 
end of the half but neither side managed to score, 
leaving it 7-0 to the Ath at the break. 

The second half began with the Ath pressurising 
the Tondu defence. Credit goes to the Tondu 
defence, which defended well on their own line for 
several phases of play. 

Eventually, the pressure paid off, with Jack 
Jenkins pouncing on a loose ball to score. Jamie 
Marshall converted to make it 14-0 to the Ath. 

The Ath kept attacking but were unable to add to 
the scoreline. Final score Bridgend Ath 14 Tondu 0. 


Team: Thomas Anthony, Jack Obbard, Gwilym 
John, Teo Fillis, Kasari Mehta, Ffion Revill, 

Megan Webb, Connor Fabian, Sion Vigus, Sam 
Veasey, Louis King, Brandyn Fookes, Jamie 
Marshall, Daffydd Beech, Josh Tidy, Thomas Reed, 
Taine Waite, Jack Jenkins, William Goodhall, Oran 
Harry, Lance Bum, Charles Creffteld, Sam Owen, 
James Hermoille. 

BR 


Bryncethin 
slip to defeat 


A first match back 
after the Christmas 
break saw a slug¬ 
gish performance 
from Bryncethin 
under-lls. 

There were lots of 
opportunities in the first 
half but on too many 
occasions the Llanharan 
defence were able to 
turn over possession and 
repel the attacks. 

It was late in the half 
when the best move of 
the game saw the for¬ 
wards secure possession 
for the backs to use. 

A midfield move cre¬ 
ated space for Morgan 
Stevens to exploit and 
score in the corner. The 
conversion from Jack 
Thomas saw a slender 7 
- 0 lead. 

The coughing up of 
possession continued in 
the second half, only 
this time Llanharan were 
able to capitalise on the 
opportunities. 

It was to their credit 
that they scored three 
tries to establish a 21 - 
7 lead. 

This stirred the 
Bryncethin boys into 
action and they were 
able to put the home 
team under pressure. 

A line out near the 
line led to Scott Ryall 
going over from close 
range for a score. There 
was now only one score 
in it but Bryncethin 
were unable to take any 
of the opportunities that 
they created. 

Unfortunately there 
were a number of wrong 
options taken and they 
ran out of time to snatch 
the draw. 

Llanharan held on for 
a deserved 21-14 victo¬ 
ry as they showed 
greater hunger at the 
breakdown. 

Hopefully this per¬ 
formance will be a one 
off and we will see a 
much more rounded per¬ 
formance next week. 

Man of the match: 


Tomas Jones - some 
nice angles of running 
combined with excellent 
defence 

Squad: Daniel 
Osarigie, Aaron 
Thomas, Josh Napper, 
Jack Thomas, Finlay 
Mullens, Morgan 
Rimron, Luke Lockyer, 
Tomas Jones, Rhys 
Davies, Luke Thomas, 
Scott Ryall, Morgan 
Stevens, Dylan Evans 
and Keiron Dixon. 

RH 


Cup progress 
for Pencoed 


IN the last group 
game of the 
Ospreys Cup, 
Pencoed under-15s 
welcomed 
Abercrave to a 
damp and dreary 
Felindre Road. 

In the first half, it 
was slow to start but 
five minutes before half 
time, the Pencoed boys 
kicked the ball up field, 
behind the Abercrave 
defence. 

The rush began, and 
the first one to get to 
the ball was the 
Abercrave team, but 
from a mis-kick, Liam 
Bowen was able to dive 
on the ball to score 
Pencoed’s first try, 


the ball and sprinted to 
the corner, for the next 
try. 

With minutes to go, 
another scrum to 
Pencoed saw the ball 
came out to Jason 
Clatworthy, who sprint¬ 
ed up the wing to score 
Pencoed’s fourth try. 

It was a hard battle 
for Pencoed against the 
opposition and the ele¬ 
ments, but they were 
able to win 24-0. 

The Pencoed pack 
look forward to see who 
the semi-finals will 
bring. 

Squad: James 
Merchant, Jac Briggs, 
Scott Ewing, Morgan 
Jefferies, Josh 


which was converted by Maunder, Lewis 


Alex King. That left 
them leading 7 - 0 at 
half time. 

In the second half, 
Johnny Clatworthy 
charged the ball down, 
Alex King gathered and 
touched down for 
Pencoed’s second try, 
which he successfully 
converted. 

There was a scrum to 
Pencoed in Abercrave’s 
22, and scrum half, 
Chris Cooper collected 


Brennan, Daniel 
Maiden, Rhys 
Brownsell, Chris 
Cooper, Alex King, 
Patrick Canham, Lloyd 
Webb, Liam Bowen, 

Ellis Griffiths, Morgan 
Jones, Jamie Dyer, 
Owain Clarke, Jordan 
Fox, Jonathan 
Clatworthy, Jason 
Clatworthy and Aled 
Bargery. 

JM 


J M TOWING 



TOWBAR 

FITTING 

AND 

ACCESSORIES 


Towbar Fitting - Most makes and models 
at competitive prices. 

EU dedicated wiring looms. 

• Bypas relays also fitted. 

Bike Racks. 

_ Reversing Sensors 

Diagnostic Testing. 

Ring for a quote ... 

Get it ready now for summer! 

15% OFF any towbar fitted 
till end of February. 

01446 733066 

www.jmtowing.co.uk 

Unit 15 Palmerston Workshops, 
Palmerston Road, BARRY CF63 2YZ 
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Special offers across the 
Neui Toyota range including.... 

0%FINANCE' 

on all AYGO, Yaris, Auris, 
Auris Hybrid & Verso 
WITH NO DEPOSIT 
ALSO AVAILABLE! 


Uie also have 100’s of Approved Used 
Toyotas from across the range in stock 
and available from only £4.450! 

Save;:£5,205 

on 161 plate delivery mileage models. 

Plus - £500 Finance 
Deposit Allowance’ 

now available on every Approved Used Toyota. 




Otte ft w cuftwa i ■id MiH ieli w>i Vlasta awrlJ^ arty. ih^t^ltmy.KTlilltT^onCirim 

tm IntfcpintfcMdTry>nwnrUtovtw >ii»Bmd«tlriid|WfiaprMiiwtdwU»f.d » »arydiii.iuir^im, 

rtermlinmMrrw^ Tnrwew »T^D0rVi^^fH^< <ln »en r »nriv'a^ewt»cnACTro* i il>^1To > n«3» 

rwvlrfifw ^uyJf'1/ •T>1..irr««fc»mw1h w 4*ir f to M rf tl *W»c<l»r»f nn adM A—ir»«4frrt»»tMnA Twum 4<—Itorwa#^ 
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Charlotte’s 
belt success 



CONGRATULATIONS to Charlotte 
York, who recently obtained her First Dan 
Grade Black Belt in Karate. 

A big thank you to Sensei Rob and Cathy in Vale 
Karate. PY 


Evan’s first 2012 winner 


LLANCARFAN’S Evan 
Williams saddled his first win¬ 
ner of the new year when his 
seven-year-old bay mare Fly 
Town won the Wensum Valley 
Maiden Chase at Fakenham on 
January 1. 

Confidently ridden by Adam 
Wedge, Fly Town, a 15-8 chance, won 
by 24 lengths from Jasmin Raj. 

24 hours later at Folkestone, five- 
year-old Langley gave Aberthin’s Tim 
Vaughan his first winner of 2012 when 
winning the handicap hurdle under 
Richard Johnson. 

A winner of its previous race seven 
days earlier, Langley was an odds-on 
favourite. 

Tim’s Ballyrock nearly caused one 
of the biggest upsets of the season 
when beaten by just a length by the 
unbeaten Fingal Bay at Hay dock last 
Saturday. 

A 25-1 chance, Ballyrock fought all 
the way to the line but the 1-4 favourite 
just held on. 

TOM’S HAT-TRICK 
Tom Flint made it three wins in a 


row when winning on Grams And 
Ounces at Ludlow last week. 

Trained by Tom’s father John Flint 
at Kenfig Hill, five-year-old Grams 
And Ounces, who carried top weight 
of list 131b in the 1871 Handicap 
Hurdle, won by a length from the 
Charlie Longsdon-trained 
AlwaysTheOptimist. 

Tom, a conditional rider, is the 
older brother of professional jockey 
Rhys Flint. 

Another local trainer in the money 
last week was Bridgend’s David 
Brace whose Johnny Owen was suc¬ 
cessful at Southwell. 

Ridden by Irishman Paddy 
Brennen, Johnny Owen romped home 
a 19-length winner from Strathaird 
with the odds-on favourite 
Whatshallwedo, trained by Tim 
Vaughan at Aberthin, a further 14 
lengths away in third place. 

Johnny Owen was well supported 
at odds of 3-1 but apparently odds of 
10-1 were available to betting shop 
punters during the morning. 

BRIAN LEE 


VALE BASKETBALL 
TEENAGERS SEAL 
IMPRESSIVE WINS 


TEENAGERS 
from the Vale 
Basketball 
Development 
Centre built on 
their promising 
start to the season 
with a series of wins 
over the festive 
period. 

Two teams have 
been entered into the 
South Wales Valleys 
Basketball Association 
League this year to 
play competitive fix¬ 
tures for the first time, 
and both the under-16s 
and under-18s teams 
have thrived so far. 


The under-16s main¬ 
tained their undefeated 
record with pre- 
Christmas wins over 
Swansea Storm (76-55) 
and a 59-39 victory 
against Baglan. 

The under-18s beat 
Cardiff Magic 82-61 in 
the Cadoxton Sports 
Hall and in a tight 
match away at 
Swansea Storm they 
emerged as 66-60 win¬ 
ners. 

Just 24 hours later 
they were back on 
court to play Newport, 
but two games in two 
days caught up with 
them, and they were 
defeated 49-62. 


The way the teams 
have taken to their first 
season of competitive 
fixtures has impressed 
co-ordinator Ben 
Williams, who said: “A 
month of five wins and 
one defeat overall is 
certainly cause for cele¬ 
bration, especially as 
the Vale squads are 
actually comprised of 
under-15s and under- 
16s players who are 
competing against boys 
who are sometimes up 
to two years older than 
them.” 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone: 01446 
704795. 

RJP 


NOW 


open FVLL THROTTLE 


A J Cars on Gas 

Unit 4, Woodham Road, Barry CF36 4JE 

Tel. 01446 740959 




DOT 


Pleased to support Mike Jones 
with Full Throttle 




Approvec 


4y4 ‘sPFGTAT T<\T 

MOTS - CARS, VANS, MOTORBIKES 
FULL VEHICLE SERVICING and REPAIRS 
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS and 
FAULT CODE READING and REPAIR 


If you can ’tfind what you w 
might already have it! 


Phone: 01446-720000 
Fax: 01446-746548 
Email: Richard@fabmec.co.uk 



Biglis House, Cardiff Road 
Barry CF63 2BE 


Conveyor & Conveyor Systems 

Mild Steel & Stainless Steel Fabrication 

Building Steel Work 

Shelving, Racking & Storage Equipment 

Suppliers of all types of Castors & Wheels 

Suppliers of BOC Gases 

Suppliers of Sealey Tools 


ALL THE BEST 
TO MIKE JONES 
OF FULL THROTTLE 
MOTORBIKE REPAIRS 
IN YOUR NEW 
BUSINESS VENTURE 


Jones’ Dairies Ltd. 

' Delivering all grades of fresh milk > 

including organic, soya and goats milk. 
Delivered to your door in Barry, Sully, 
Dinas Powys and Rhoose. 


You can now pay you bill by Direct Debit - 
no more waiting for the milkman 

please phone Barry 734729 

for further details 


PLEASED TO SUPPORT MIKE JONES 
WITH FULL THROTTLE’ 


LOS 


We are pleased to support 
Mike Jones with Full Throttle 
Motorcycle Repairs 

LDS House, Cardiff Road, 
Barry, CF63 2BE 

01446 736010 

www.ldsmotorfacfors.com 


CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE REPAIRS 

with MIKE JONES 


SINCE the early 70’s, I have had a huge fascination with 
every kind of motorcycle. 

My first two wheel experience was 
a Lambretta scooter which I rode on 
the Coalbrook coalfields. 

When I was 16 years old, in 
1974, I bought a new Yamaha FS1E 
50cc moped (with pedals, to get up 
the hills). Then I spotted a Suzuki 
GT250 at Alex Thoms motorcycles. 

What a fast bike it was in those 
days (approx 85mph). 

Since then I have owned a wide 
range of motorcycles, British and 
Japanese. 

I have a vast experience of all vehicle 
repairs - mechanical, electrical and bodywork. 

During the past 18 years, I have been restoring old Japanese classics 
from the frame up, to show condition. 

My new business involves repairs to all 
motorcycles, regardless of the age. 

Servicing, MoT preparation and custom 
work. Chops, Streetfighters and projects 
of all kinds are welcome. 

Alterations and repair to all steel 
framed motorcycles, including welding 
and grit blasting (available for small 
items). New and Used spare parts are 
also stocked. We are an authorized 
Bike-lt Supplier. 

We are also members of the Vintage 
Japanese Motorcycle Club (VJMC). 

If anyone would like to join the club, 

I have application forms here. 




I would like to thank Steve and 
Robin of Shop Door Repairs, for 
all the building maintenance over 
the last two months, Andy and 
Ron (Cars on Gas); Phil and 
Richard (Fabmec); Gareth and 
Chris (Jones Dairies - for the 
lease of the building); Frank 
and Chris (Ask Frank); Lyndon 
and Lou (LDS); Tim (Soda Blast 
Solutions) and everyone else 
who has helped me get this 
venture up and Running. 



16a/17 Greenwood Street, Barry CF63 4JJ - Tel. 07580 487265 

email mike_jonessv@hotmail.com 







V 

J 

M 

C 


Tony Thomas of the Vintage Japanese 
Motorcycle Club is pleased to support 
Mike Jones in his venture 


SHOP DOOR REPAIRS 

We are 


SDR 
Services 
24 hour 
Call Out 


Fit, 

Replace 
& Repair 
Services 


support 
Mike Jones 
on his new 
venture 

Shop Fronts - uPVC, Aluminium, Timber 
All types of Windows & Roller Shutter Doors 
Glass & Double Glazed Units 

Commercial & Domestic Work Undertaken 

Telephone: (01446) 736735 


ooo? 


Supporting Mike Jones 
with Full Throttle 


01446 747037 

askfrank@tiscali.co.u k 


Soda-Blast-Solutions 

Marine and 

Architectural Restoration 


Good Luck to Mike Jones - Supporting 
you on your ‘Full Throttle’ venture 


19 Knowbury Avenue, Penarth CF64 5RX 
Phone: 029 2070 7366 • Mobile: 079 7117 123 
Email: sales @ soda-blast-sol utions.co. u k 
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TOYOTA AURIS HYBRID 
UPS ITS GREEN GAME 


1 LIKE the idea of 
hybrid cars, it’s just I 
still need to be con¬ 
vinced about the technolo¬ 
gy. I have been fortunate 
enough to test the hybrid 
Lexus, Toyota Prius and 
the Honda Insight. While 
they were all eternally 
green, I remained unim¬ 
pressed with the distance 
they could travel on a full 
tank, in my experience, no 
more than 300 miles and 
that’s with a light right 
foot. 

So it was with great interest 
that I took the new Toyota Auris 
1.8-litre hybrid to the road. What 
Car? magazine reports how it can 
travel more than 850 miles on a 
tank.. .Was this going to change 
my opinion? 

We were late for a meeting in 
London and consequently we sat 
in the outside lane most of the 
way. I forgot to engage economy 
mode or use the ev switch at low 
speeds - I'll blame my little ras¬ 
cal of a daughter for that one! 

But despite this, it used just 
one bar of fuel out of eight to get 
to the capital. My diesel 2002 
plate Fiesta would have con¬ 
sumed at least twice as much. 

Hybrid cars are best in 
London because they escape the 
costly £10 a day London 
Congestion Charge. 

Halfway through the test I 
finally remembered to use the ev 
switch - funnily enough when 
Harriett wasn’t in the car - and 
found that the Auris would only 
run purely on its electric motor 
for up to a mile at speeds of no 



The Toyota Auris hybrid. 

more than 30mph. 

It then took at least five or ten 
minutes to recharge sufficiently 
in order to use it again. This is 
exactly the same as in the Prius 
and the hybrid Lexus in my 
experience. 

This ev switch could be 
improved, I feel. It should auto¬ 
matically switch on rather than 
relying on the driver to remem¬ 
ber. Its location together with the 
power mode near the gearstick 
can distract the driver, too. 

Most efficient driving over 
long distance can be achieved in 
economy mode and respecting 
the accelerator as much as possi¬ 
ble. This is nigh on impossible 
though when travelling up a hill 
or using the cruise control. 

Hybrids do turn the concept of 
frugal motoring into a bit of a 
game - Toyota has designed the 
instruments on the dashboard to 
incentivise the motorist. The dial, 
where the rev counter would usu¬ 
ally reside, glows green when 
you’re driving efficiently and 
blue when you’re burning too 
much fuel. Consequently the 
driver tries to stay within the 
confines of economy to the best 
of their ability. 


When this car slows down it 
sounds a bit like an electric tube 
on the Underground - the hybrid 
Auris is a very silent car. Build 
quality is typically Toyota and 
clearly a lot of thought has gone 
into the interior, which has a 
modem clutter free design. 

The cmise control stalk is at 
the right of the steering wheel 
and easy to engage. But it can be 
a little awkward to find the neu¬ 
tral or park functions on the joy¬ 
stick-like automatic gearbox. 

Parkers, the car guide, writes: 
“The Auris Hybrid Synergy 
Drive (HSD) was introduced in 
May 2010 and it features a 1.8- 
litre engine combined with an 
electric motor and continuous 
transmission. It’s a low C02, low 
fuel consumption model aimed at 
buyers who are interested in eco- 
friendly cars but do not want to 
make such a bold statement as 
Prius owners. 

“The Auris HSD comes in two 
trims - T4 and T Spirit - with 
prices starting at £18,950. It is 
the first mainstream Toyota to 
get the HSD powertrain and the 
Japanese firm says it plans to 
introduce it to the rest of its 
model line-up. ” 

If you bear in mind that the 
Auris hybrid has just a 45-litre 
fuel tank compared to a standard 
60-litre one then the 370 miles 
achieved during the test isn’t too 
bad - Toyota is clearly improv¬ 
ing its green technology. But I 
still feel that hybrid cars need to 
be more energy efficient. 

Toyota Auris Hatchback 1.8 
VVT-i HSD 93g/km T Spirit 5dr. 
New price: £22,595. 0-60mph: 
11.4 secs. Top speed: 112 mph. 
Economy: 45mpg. 

TIM SAUNDERS 


AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 


01446 700066 
07919 076589 



98 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged V8. 

Low miles, air con, alloys, taxed to 
02/12, service history. £4,995 



2000 BMW 520 Automatic. Air con, cd, 
FSH, sun roof. Taxed to 02/12 . .£1,895 



2000 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 7-seater. 

1 owner, air con, sun roof. Alloys, full 
Vauxhall service history. Taxed to 04/12 

.£1,895 




03 DAEWOO Kalos 1.4. 5-dr, alloys, 


www.auto-pro.co.uk 

04 04 VOLKSWAGEN Bora diesel 1896cc, 4-dr saloon. 

Metallic beige, 1 former keeper, 2 keys, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, 

94k, cruise control .£3,795 

06 06 VAUXHALL Astra SRi1796cc 5-dr hatchback. Metallic 
silver, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, remote central locking, 80k .£3,695 
57 07 FORD KA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. In black, 2 
keys, radio/CD, power steering, e/windows, FSH, low miles 

30k. £3,495 

54 04 FORD Focus 1796cc Zetec 5-dr hatchback. In blue, 
radio/cd, a/c, remote central locking, fsh, low miles .£2,995 
02 02 FORD Focus ST 170,1988cc 3-dr hatchback. In black, 
6 speed manual, traction control, a/c, s/h, radio/cd . .£1,995 
02 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTi 1.8 Turbo 3-dr. Silver, FSH .... 

.£2,395 

03 03 RENAULT Megane Scenic 1390cc MPV. In blue, air con, 
E/W, E/M, radio/cassette, 1/2 leather seats, 79k ... .£1,695 
V 99 MERCEDES A160 Avantgarde 5-Dr 1.6. Metallic silver, 
leather heated seats, 2 keys, one owner from new, Sept 
2012 MOT . £1,795 

PART EXCHANGE TO CLEAR 

T 99 VOLKSWAGEN Caddy Diesel. MoT until September 
2012 .£995 


Barrians slip up 

against local rivals - 

BUT EFFORT CANNOT 
BE UNDERESTIMATED 


THE local rivalry 
between Barry and 
Old Penarthians 
RFC was revisited 
in the first game of 
the calendar year. 

Player-manager Ken 
Chow had, for a change, 
a relatively large squad 
to choose from, and kept 
faith with the likes of 
Moffat, Hall and 
Houldey in his starting 
line-up, with 

Summerhayes starting at 
No. 8 ahead of veteran 
Nick Rolfe. 

Despite having the 
game starting off with 
uncontested scrums, 
therefore negating the 
power of the Barrian 
pack, the early 
exchanges were promis¬ 
ing for the visitors, as 
the direct running of 
David Williams caused 
no end of problems for 
the home side. 

The pack, led by the 
veteran Moffat and ably 
supported by Hosking, 
Owain Poole and Betts, 
made headway into the 
Old Penarthians half, 
therefore creating oppor¬ 
tunity for the half-backs. 

Unfortunately, the 
final scoring touch was 
lacking, no better 
demonstrated when fly- 
half Joel Williams broke 
the line and had both 
Adam Lee and Chow 
overlapping out wide, 
but he stumbled and the 
chance was gone. 

With the early 
momentum absorbed by 
some resolute Old 
Penarthians defending 
and un-coordinated 
attacking by the away 
side, the home side soon 
found a way back into 
the game. 

The Barrian line-out 
was malfunctioning, and 
the Old Pens pack began 
to dominate proceed¬ 
ings, finally being 
rewarded with a convert¬ 
ed try. 

The Barrians spent 
the rest of the half 
defending deep in their 
twenty-two, and it was 
only some superb tack- 


OLD PENARTHIANS 2ND XV 12 
BARRIANS 7 


ling, most notably from 
Tom Poole, Williams 
and Hosking, that kept 
the scoreline at 7-0. 

Indeed, David 

Williams had a chance to 
score after a long dis¬ 
tance run brought him 
seemingly clear of the 
home defence, only to 
be tackled just short of 
the line, and his offload 
was knocked on by the 
unfortunate Owain 
Poole. 

The manager attempt¬ 
ed to freshen things up at 
half time as Rolfe, 
Thomas, Case, Corne 
and Jones were all 
thrown into the fray. 

There were some 
early promising moves 
as the Barrians moved 
into the Old Pens half 
with intent, only for 
them to be sucker- 
punched by a breakaway 


try, although the quickly 
taken throw-in by the 
home side might have 
been illegal. 

The Barrians’ 

improved second half 
performance, however, 
was clear for all to see, 
as the renewed energy 
and aggression in the 
contact area began to 
bring success. Camping 
deep in the home twen¬ 
ty-two with the line in 
sight, the half backs 
released the ever reliable 
David Williams to crash 
over under the posts. 
Adam Lee made no mis¬ 
take with the straightfor¬ 
ward conversion. 

With the final whistle 
looming, the Barrians 
pushed forward once 
more, and it was once 
again David Williams 
who made the break 
through the line, beating 


defender after defender. 

Unfortunately he was 
once again tackled by 
the last man, and the 
supporting runners were 
unable to pounce on the 
opportunity. 

The Barrians will 
once again rue the 
chances that they missed 
and the mistakes that 
they made to allow their 
opponents to win the 
game. Ultimately their 
effort on a heavy pitch 
must still be applauded. 

Team: Lee; Chow (c), 
D. Williams, Avaient, T. 
Poole; R. Williams, J. 
Williams; Houldey, 

Hosking, Heard; Hall, 
Moffat; O. Poole, Betts, 
Summerhayes 

Subs used: Thomas, 
Corne, Case, Rolfe, 
Hitchcock, Boffy, 

Jenkins, Jones. Man-of- 
the-match: D. Williams. 

KC 


Vale Schools earn a 
victory over Maesteg 


THE weather was 
perfect at the Old 
Penarthians 
ground, the home 
field for the Vale, 
last Saturday when 
Maesteg schools 
travelled down the 
valley for this fix¬ 
ture. 

The Vale have been 
getting better and better 
and were riding high 
after knocking out The 
DC Thomas Cup 
favourites Cardiff 
Schools just before 
Christmas, 

From the start the 
home side controlled the 
play with some great 
handling moves. The 
wingers and centres were 
making some great 
breaks pushing the 
attacks down both touch- 
lines. 

This dominance 
resulted in two converted 


VALE SCHOOLS 

28 

MAESTEG SCHOOLS 

5 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


c/s, p/w, a/c, service history, MoT 
12, Tax April 12, mileage 69k £1,1 


oys, 

Oct 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come with 12 months 
MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 



( 01656 ) 

>660160 

Ful deftato Bvsfetote on our webwte 

www.wicKvanhir8.co.uk 


tries s in the first few min¬ 
utes. 

Great breaks from 
Ruben Williams, Evan 
Thomas and Barney 
Langdon kept the home 
side going forward. 
Maesteg Schools put up 
some solid defence but it 
was only a matter of time 
before the Vale's third try, 
to end the first half 21-0. 

The visitors started 
strong and a changed 
Vale side took a few min¬ 
utes to get their shape 
and Maesteg put together 
a quick break from their 
own half. 

With some great han¬ 
dling they made the most 
of an attack, passing to a 
flyer on their wing who 
ran the length of the half 
to go over in the corner. 

Quickly the Vale reor¬ 
ganised and again began 
to dominate the play, 
winning all the ball at the 
breakdown. 

Mikey Bosley put in 
some great tackles and 
led the attacks. Evan 


Thomas and Louis Harris 
had one of their best 
games and the home side 
almost went over several 
times but for the great 
defence by Maesteg. 

The Vale finished the 
game as they started by 
going over for a fourth 
try. Another great win, 
and confidence is high 
going into the next fix¬ 
ture away at Newport 
Schools this Saturday. 

Squad: Mikey Bosley, 
Ben Jones, Owen 
Darlucia, Barty Jones- 
Norton, Lewis Hawk, 
Lewis Bumford, Daniel 
Hicks, Jack Dixon, Ellis 
Smith, Ewan Griffiths, 
Ruben Williams, Luke 
Connor, Ben Batten, 
Louis Harris, Cai Lloyd, 
Iwan Hadfield, Evan 
Thomas, James Rees, 
Thomas Jac, Barney 
Langdon, Joseph Jones, 
loan Williams, Jamie 
Howells, Jac Little, Wil 
Parsons and Aaron 
Arthur. 

MB 


Chips A way 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

✓^Quick ^Convenient »/FuIly guaranteed 
Paintwork Scratches 
Bumper Scuffs * Alloy Wheels 

To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878r 

or visit 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 
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fS. 


new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 

Suyology 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 



JANUARY BONANZA 



2 Services 


*Subject to 
conditions 


2 Years 
tylavram 


On selected cars. 

Once they’re gone, they’re gone! 




Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Main Dealer Equipment 
Tools and Experience 
of all Leading Brands including: 


Jaguar - Porsche 
BMW - Mercedes 
Land Rover - Audi 
Alfa Romeo - Saab 
Volvo - VW - Lexus * 


A ASNU 

1 Injector Servicing 

=f Bosch & Delphi 

4 Recommended Injector 
Testing, Servicing & Repair 

Kr, yot lilfbdS mu mr/tty turd- Kk fit 
id W MOT etrtato* IHUM* 7 In 6C^ 

:(LsntMH birrs tuTy rrrl.Tr mm 1r ^ H: 
mrr aadri Ml be logged oil Mtt b** jI iriedm 
ytoxti tlrtiwir Wo at Mt AV5U 
ivrtartnt tracer ill rrrce ntj nearly jI 

nccm C-vc ut a art Hyou rwd awcnop 


The Only Independent BMW, Mercedes, Porsche & 
Jagua specialist in South Wales with OFT Approval 

Our httiy Mdled hmrr main dwilrr staff & trchnicUrBL trained to the highest ttancUnfe hart/ears of experience in rrmthng 
from 40year old Jagun cutting edge Porsche's 1o the latest BMW modeh With the latest Oagnosfcrqwiai^ 
whart even the dealer can do, we on any problem with big sawings for you. 

Put smpty we hawe the largest settlor of diagnostic equipment n South Wakes provdng coverage for almost E rerv Make and 
for Whether you hare an engine or afcs light on, are suffering battery drain, have dpi pnottetrc, key and Immobiliser issues or 
harsh gearbox changes we can do more just diagnose, ae can fix A Intake. 


Being a famSy ryn business me put traditional ialun at the core of everything we do, putting you the customer first, we w*t you 
to mum as a customer year afkrvwr. Rest awed that with Permoieo your car is rr 
All our work 5 guaranteed and will not affect your manufacturers or used car warranty, 

Permoveo vefucle serviong is the most comprehersve you'll find, we provde exceptional s,a ue for money and with free servces 
er Wheel Allotment, AJrCon Check vrtth Top uo. Battery bUrte? & Charging' and Maim Dealer Diagnostic 
which are included with all Mayor services there isn't any other garage in South Wales that comes dose! 

WE ARE THE AFFORDABLE DEALER ALTERNATIVE! 

Mobil 


s/ Servicing 
*/ Dealer Diagnostics 
ECU Repairs 
MOTTesting 
DPF Problems 
*/ Brakes &ABS 
*/ Transmission Servicing 
/ Air-Con Repairs 
Engine & Mechanical 

V Keys & Key Repairs 
^/ Warranty Clains 
*/ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 

V Laser Wheel Alignment 
Main Dealer Staff 
Free Courtesy Car 


ASK ABOUT OUR DPFREFURB& REMOVAL SERVICE 


Euro Specialists 


OFT 


Approved code 


Permoveo - 0800 033 7807 - www.permoveoJtd.uk 
5 Woodham Road, Barry Docks, CF63 4J E 


yj 

MOTOR INDUSTRY 
(1 1 ' 1 RAC IK 1 

hr 

Strvkt ond Repair 
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08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 
1.5 CZT 3-dr. 

Pearl black. 1 owner, 42,295 miles 

£5,995 



06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 
1.2 16v SXi+ 

3-dr, sea mist, 46,022 miles 

£3,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 3-dr 

Moondust silver, 65,159 miles 

£3,695 



06 FORD Fiesta ST 


Red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners 

£4,695 


Just a selection of our 


V ^ a 



03 BMW 325 2.5Ci 
M-Sport Convertible 

Silver, Automatic, 79,270 miles 

£6,495 


54 BMW 318 ES 

In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, 
a/c, alloys, cruise 

£4,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


58 AUDI A4 2.9 TDi Convertible S-Line in red with 

black leather trim, 27,000 miles.£15,695 

06 BMW 330 Diesel M-Sport Auto in met grey 
with cream leather, 34,000 miles, superb .£12,995 
06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 
in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav .£8,995 
06 06 MERCEDES B180 CDI 2.0 SETip. 5-dr, 

telluar silver automatic, 75,499 miles.£7,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met 
blue with full beige leather, 85,000 miles . .£6,995 
54 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2DCi SVE. In black with 

leather, sat nav, 1 lady owner, diesel, 4x4 .£6,995 
08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles .£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner. .£6,495 
06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59,964 miles.£4,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, 
65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. In 
turquoise blue, with full leather, 78,000 miles 

with extras .£4,995 

01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto in silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion £4,995 
06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at .£4,695 

05 05 BMW 320d 2.0 SE. Diesel, 4-dr, silver, 

110,000 miles .£4,695 

54 MG ZT 2.0 CDTi Estate in black with black 

leather trim, 89,000 miles, diesel.£3,995 

52 MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance Auto. Met blue, 

84,000 miles. Fantastic value at.£3,995 

03 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 SE. In met-blue with cream 

leather trim, fantastic value.£2,995 

03 MGTF 135. In silver with grey leather, 58,000 mile 
local car, in superb condition at only .£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 3-dr in black, 46,000 

miles, diesel at .£5,995 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In 
met grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater . . . .£5,995 
06 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Dynamique 

Convertible in blue, 27,000 miles.£5,995 


06 (56) TOYOTA Prius 1.5 
WTi T3 Hybrid CVT 5-dr 

Automatic, Magnum grey, 68,000 miles 

£6,495 

55 SEAT Leon 1.9TDi Reference. 5-dr, in red, 

61,000 mile diesel with alloys .£5,695 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In 

black, 92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater.£5,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic 

blue, automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130 LX. 5-dr in silver, 
61,000 mile diesel.£4,695 

56 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Special Edition in yellow, 70,000 

miles, 1 owner, fsh, alloys etc .£3,995 

06 SMART Roadster 80bhp convertible in met 

blue, 63,000 mile sports coupe at .£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 

69,989 miles, diesel family hatch.£3,995 

05 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Auto in silver, 
35,000 miles, a/c, alloys, etc.£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, moondust silver, 

65,159 miles.£3,695 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT Expression. 

5-dr Estate, electric blue, 50,000 miles . . .£3,695 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch .£3,495 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia. 5-dr, silver, 

67,657 miles.£3,495 

04 ROVER 75 2.0 CDTi Club Estate in silver, 79,000 

miles, diesel with a/c, c/d, etc .£3,495 

04 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi. 5-dr, in tonic blue, 

81,000 miles, a/c.£3,495 

53 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi Zetec 5-dr in silver, 

56,000 miles diesel at.£3,495 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£3,295 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 
65,117 miles .£2,995 

54 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6 Design Auto in black, 

56,000 miles.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression in met grey, 

63,000 miles, family hatch.£2,995 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71,322 miles.£2,995 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles.£2,395 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v WTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 

automatic, 81,179 miles .£2,195 

02 CITROEN Saxo 1.1 desire. In silver, 1 lady owner, 

economical car .£2,195 

51 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-dr in silver, 66,000 
miles, 2 owners, a/c, alloys .£1,995 


54 FORD Streetka Luxury 

in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible 

£2,995 



06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 



05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 
4x4 Diesel 5-Dr 

Jade Pearl, Auto, 62,132 Miles. 

£11,995 



06 LAND ROVER 
Freelander 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav 

£8,995 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 39,000 Miles 

£15,995 


RaC 


All cars 

Just a small 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Ran 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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THE WHEELS COME OFF IN WEST WALES 


Misery for 
the Athletic 
as Narberth 
go try crazy 



ABOVE: Outside half Tom Parry. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
KERRY FOTHERGILL 



NARBERTH 

43 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 

5 


Lock Morgan Evans with Stuart Morris and Corey Butler. 
BRIDGEND Athletic, 
playing their first 
game for a month, vis¬ 
ited top of the table 
Narberth for their first 
fixture in 2012. 

The Otters exacted 
full revenge for a late 
28-27 defeat at 
Newbridge Fields, scor¬ 
ing six tries in a 43-5 
victory. 

The Athletic had first 


inside the Athletic 22. 
From the scrum No 8 
Kyle Galtry picked up 
and made 30 metres, 
setting up a ruck which 
enabled the Athletic to 
find touch 10 metres 
from the Narberth l in e. 

The game was end to 
end and Narberth 

use of a strong wind and seemed destined to 


made a lively start, but 
a knock on inside the 
Otters’ 22 enabled them 
to clear their lines. 

It was then the turn 
of Narberth to knock on 


score but the player 
slipped with the line at 
his mercy. However, 
from the resultant ruck 
the Athletic were 
penalised and the 


Narberth outside half 
opened the score with a 
penalty. 

The Athletic won 
possession from the 
restart and a number of 
pick and goes led to a 
try for hooker Stuart 
Nation. 

They held the lead 
until the stroke of half 
time saw the ball fum¬ 
bled in the in-goal area 
from a kick ahead by 
Stuart Morris, and full 
back John Morgan was 
on hand to touch down. 


Prop Owen Cotton supported by fellow front 
row forwards Rod Apsee and Stuart Nation. 

Morris converted to knocked on and 


put Narberth 10-5 ahead 
at half time. 


Narberth spun the ball 
quickly for wing 


Narberth now had use Matthew Davies to 
of the wind which had cross for the first of his 


picked up considerably 
from the restart. The 
Athletic were unable to 
get the ball upfield and 
faced constant pressure. 

The Athletics’ only 
way to retain possession 
was to pick and drive. 
However, from one of 
these moves they 


YOUTH TEAM ARE ON FIRE 


THIS Ospreys ‘A’ League 
game was the first outing 
for the Athletic Youth for a 
month due to bad weather 
and the Christmas break, 
but they showed no signs 
of rustiness to give one of 
their best all round per¬ 
formances of the season. 

After just six minutes, a loose 
clearance kick from 
Waunarlwydd was gathered by 
right winger Josh Seldon 40 yards 
out. He went on to make a good 
break before off-loading the ball, 
which was then moved along the 
backline for his co-winger Chris 
Walker to score in the comer; the 
conversion failed. 

It didn’t take the lively Waun 
side very long to cancel this score 
out, when from a five-metre 
scmm their number eight picked 
up and headed towards the post. 
The ball was recycled and moved 
swiftly along the line for their 
right winger to score in the cor¬ 
ner; again the conversion failed. 

Shortly afterwards 
Waunarlwydd forced the Athletic 
back to within 15 yards of their 


BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 

YOUTH 

31 

WAUNARLWYDD 


YOUTH 

5 


own line but, from the resultant 
lineout, the Athletic pack pro¬ 
duced a remarkable drive which 
took the ball 70 yards into the 
Waun 22, where the referee 
insisted the Athletic use the ball 
and the move was eventually 
stopped. 

This lineout drive has been a 
formidable part of the Athletic’s 
game this season, and two min¬ 
utes later it produced a try for 
skipper Lloyd Wilson from 15 
yards out to regain their lead; the 
conversion failed. 

From the restart, the kick was 
caught by the Athletic hooker, 
who stormed through the 
Waunarlwydd defence with great 
pace, overpowering the full back 


session to really threaten the 
home side. 

Nine minutes after the restart a 
bout of driving play, followed by 
some fine passing between the 
forwards, saw second row Aled 
Thomas power over for the fourth 
try, converted by Govan, to make 
the game safe. 

A further try under the posts 
for the Bridgend hooker, convert¬ 
ed by Chris Price, signalled the 
end of a good contest. 

The Bridgend pack were out¬ 
standing yet again with the return 
of Alex Evans a significant boost 
to the team. The back division 
had their best game to date with 
full back Oliver Lewis having a 
fine game, showing great judge¬ 
ment and running skills when 
returning the ball from the clear¬ 
ance kicks of the away side. 

This was a great start to 2012 
and hopefully will lead to a bit 
more consistency during the 


to score a brilliant individual try. 

Scott Govan converted to give the remainder of the season. 
Athletic a half-time lead of 17- 5. 

Waunarlwydd were proving to 
be stubborn opponents but with 
the Athletic pack on song, they 
struggled to gain sufficient pos- 


Nevertheless more players are 
needed, particularly backs, and 
would be warmly welcomed to 
the squad. 

AB 


hat-trick of tries. 

A tiring defence also 
saw their line breached 
by wing Nick Jones and 
centre Steve Martin. 
Morris converted four 
of the five second half 
tries. 

The Athletic now 
have to pick themselves 
up for the visit of 
UWIC to Newbridge 
Fields this Saturday, 
January 12. 

AB 


Pencoed work 
hard for win 



Pencoed players wait for the line-out throw. 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JULIE HANCOCK. 



Paul McFarlane takes the ball into contact 


Aaron Halse runs 
out of a tackle. 

PENCOED Firsts 
welcomed Vardre, 
who opened well, 
retaining possession 
through the phases, 
before full back 
Joseph put them in 
front with a penalty 
goal. 

Pencoed then 
destroyed the Vardre set 
piece at the opening 
scrum. The home side 
created a couple of try 
scoring chances, only to 
let themselves down 


PENCOED 27 VARDRE 17 


pered away from a 


gave away a disappoint- 


was just held deep in the 
Vardre 22. 

The home front row 
of Sean Donovan, Nicky 
Hawkins, and Keiron 
Moore were in the 
ascendancy and took the 
ball against the head to 
trigger off a 60-metre 
counter from Tom Cross, 
skipper Ken Morris, and 
wing Glen Hiscocks. 

Joseph kicked a sec¬ 
ond penalty against the 
with'theexecution of the ™ n ,°f P la y for Vardre t0 


quickly taken tap penalty ing try, dropping off sev- 
and wing Richie Samuel eral attempted tackles to 


final pass. 

Pencoed scrum half 
Ben Read then scam- 


Eddie the eagle! 


A HIGH-HANDI- 
CAP golfer at Pyle 
and Kenfig Golf 
Club has landed a 
rare bird after 
recording an eagle 
on a par five that is 
a genuine ‘three- 
shotter’. 

Eagles are, of course, 
two under par and for 
someone with a handi¬ 
cap of 21, such as 
Eddie Pedder, eagles 
are occurrences more 
likely to be read about 
in a golf magazine, 
rather than actually 
entered on a scorecard. 

The eleventh hole at 
P&K is a genuine par 5 
and from some distance 
back in the fairway, 
Eddie holed his third 
shot for an eagle. 

No one was more 


surprised and delighted 
than Eddie himself, and 
the nickname ‘Eddie 
the eagle’ looks likely 
to stick!. 

However, Eddie 
already has a nickname, 
as his surname ‘Pedder’ 
sounds like the Welsh 
word ‘pedwar’ which 
means four. Until his 
eagle, Eddie was 
known within his socie¬ 
ty, the Terns, as ‘Eddie 
Four. This has now 
changed. 

Pyle and Kenfig Golf 
Club welcomes all 
golfers. 

To contact the club, 
telephone 01656 
783093/771613 or 
email secretary @pand- 
kgolfclub.co.uk 

JM 


lead 0-6. 

The home side contin¬ 
ued to attack and got 
their reward with No 8 
Aaron Halse diving over. 
Outside half Marc 


concede on the counter 
and go behind 12-17. 

Burgeoning young 
home forward Paul 
Macfarlane then came to 
the fore. Showing the 
attributes of a good No6, 
Macfarlane brushed 
aside would be tacklers 
with strength and deter¬ 
mination to drive across 
at the posts from 20 
metres out. Davies con¬ 
verted for a home lead 
of 19-17. 

Davies then calmed 
home nerves with a fur¬ 
ther penalty, before 
Pencoed sealed victory. 
Scrum half Read 
chipped cleverly into 


Davies, defying the diffi- space for full back Cross 


cult underfoot condi¬ 
tions, struck a superb 
conversion from wide 
out for a lead of 7-6. 

Pencoed increased 
their lead with a well 
executed front of the 
lineout peel for Halse, 
enjoying the freedom of 
the park, to sweep 
across. Halse was again 
prominent with a great 
cover tackle to prevent a 
Vardre score. 

Joseph added another 


to hack on, before wing 
Hiscocks finished, show¬ 
ing good pace. 

Pencoed No 8 Aaron 
Halse was chosen the 
Coed-y-Mwstwr man of 
the match and this win 
moves Pencoed up to 
sixth position in the 
league, with 28 points, 
and there is no reason 
whatsover they cannot 
attain a top four finish. 

On Saturday the team 
travel to Ystalyfera look- 


penalty prior to the inter- ing for their first double 
val, and Pencoed led 12- of the season. 


9 at the break. 

LAt the start of the 
second half, Pencoed 
proceeded to lose no less 
than eight consective 
line out throws, frustrat¬ 
ing the team and sup¬ 
porters alike with their 
lack of proficiency at 
this discipline. 

The home side then 


Pencoed Youth main¬ 
tained their push for 
Ospreys League 
Honours with a hard 
earned 12-10 success at 
Pyle. Tries came from 
skipper Lloyd Bargery, 
and Rhys Thomas, 
Thomas adding the all 
important conversion. 

TR 


















































